Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost J L
July 19, 2026

Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in

the pews. \ (

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, A 4
whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silent for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “Praise and Thanksgiving” Red Book #689
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless - ing reach ev - ry peo - ple, free-ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or tll - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an-oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -




Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
04 — ~ - | ~
G e e e SE==
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y 4T I — I _J i
[ ([anYERL | | | | | | (8]
et O
who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

O

- tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
Pofiai
0 4 e —— -
G e ade ey — |
J T | H—‘_
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
_9_# ’ | -
(on = ‘l P (8) J_‘[ ! }
- [ ! 7 J ‘_
al-le -lu-1a, al-1le - lu - 1a. 4 For the Lamb who was
0 e s
G o ——— — o
P =~ - -
/ N~—r s
slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia.
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P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness
and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we
may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading — Isaiah 44:6-8 Pew Bible #582

6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

I am the first, and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7 Who is like me? Let
them proclaim it; let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced
from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8 Do not fear or
be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is
there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God

Psalm 86:11-17

"' Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided
heart to revere your name.

121 will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify your name
forevermore.

13 For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of death.
4 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks
my life; they have not set you before their eyes.

15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and full of
kindness and truth.

16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant, and
save the child of your handmaid.

17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to
shame; because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.



Second Reading — Romans 8:12-25 Pew Bible #915

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according
to the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led
by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry,
“Abba! Father!” 161t is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 18 1
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for
the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the
creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation
has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope
we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one
already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - 1a. Al-le-1lu - i1a.




Gospel Reading — Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 Pew Bible #788
C Glory to you, O Lord

24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody
was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went
away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us
to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until
the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of
the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned
up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all

evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf




Sermon Hymn: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” Red Book #693
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All  the world is God’sown field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi-nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.
wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy or  Sor - row grown.
from his field shall in  that day all of - fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup- plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - 1i-fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.

but the fruit - ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

Apostles’ Creed

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “God of grace,” please
respond, “hear our prayer.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ﬁ&%

ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

) ) Faith Lutheran website
Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the link
website with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during
communion.
Offering Prayer

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed s he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution




Communion Hymn: “Around You, O Lord Jesus” Book #418
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I A-round you, O Lord Je - sus,your own you gath-er still
2 We hear yourin - vi - ta - tion, and heed, O Lord, your call;
3 We are your own for-ev - er; un-tl our fi - nal breath
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to share the feast you give us with grace our lives to  fill.
your word of con - so - la - tion is spo-ken here to all
we will be true and nev - er—in joy, in grief, in = death—
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You say to us so lov - ing - ly, “Take, eat! This is my
It draws wus to your lov - ing heart; it brings to us your
de - part from you, for you are still a - mong your peo - ple
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bod - y! Take, drink! This is my blood!”
bless - ing, which nev - er will de - part.
dwell - ing, as you have said you will.

Text: Frans Mikagl Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. composite
Music: O JESU, AN DE DINA, H. Thomisson, Den danske Psalmebog, 1569
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen



Closing Hymn: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” Red Book #697

Refrain
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Just a clos-er walk with thee, grant it, Je-sus,is my plea;
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dai - lywalk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
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11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter,Lord, who cares?
3 When my fee-ble life is o’er, time for me will be no more;
Refrain
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I'll be sat-is-fied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.

Text: North American traditional
Music: CLOSER WALK, North American traditional

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23



