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INTRODUCTION It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds 

Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free 

from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of 

God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
 

*=ALL STAND for this part of worship 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE                    In God Alone                   Taizé  
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we  

may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.  

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN             Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty                 ELW 533 

 
 

 

 

 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE     Glory to God           ELW 163 

 



6 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness 

and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom,  

that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:                        Isaiah 44:6-8 

 6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 

  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 

 I am the first, and I am the last; 

  besides me there is no god. 

 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 

  let them declare and set it forth before me. 

 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

 8 Do not fear or be afraid; 

  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

  You are my witnesses! 

 Is there any god besides me? 

  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 86:11-17 (We will chant the Psalm responsively by whole verse.) 

PSALM REFRAIN 

 
 

PSALM TONE 

 
 

    11 Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk | in your truth; 

  give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 

 12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 

  and glorify your name for- | evermore. R 

 13 For great is your | love toward me; 

  you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 

 14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God,  

        and a band of violent people | seeks my life; 

  they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 

 15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 

 16 Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 

  give your strength to your servant,  

        and save the child | of your handmaid. 

 17 Show me a sign of your favor,  

        so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to shame; 

  because you, Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me. R 

 

SECOND READING:                          Romans 8:12-25 

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according 

to the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led 

by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
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“Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 

  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected 

to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 

hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and 

will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the 

whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of 

labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of 

the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who 

hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we 

wait for it with patience. 

The word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                ELW 175 

 
 

Cantor: Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. 

 You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.          (Repeat acclamation) 

 

*GOSPEL:                        Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may 

be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody 

was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went 

away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 

well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you 

not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He 

answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want 

us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you 

would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until 

the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 

bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
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  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 

approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 

field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the 

field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds 

are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the 

harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are 

collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of 

Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of 

sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like 

the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

          Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                   The Rev. Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY                 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast               ELW 516 

 
 

 

*APOSTLE’S CREED  

We now profess the faith we share using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. 

Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the 

complexities of life, guide us. Please bless presiding Bishop Curry, Bishop 

Suarez, and our synod staff. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, 

microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s 

dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in 

righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely 

toward the flourishing of all. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted 

by war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness 

to their character, or illness or injury. We pray especially for Mary, Barbara, 

Mabel, Doris, June, Willah, Ann, Julie, Christen, Carol, Judy, Jeff, Gloria, Brian, 

James & Gray, Wil, Amy, Bob & Jane, Scott, Lynda, Ron & Flo, Barbara, 

Monica, Avery, John, Abby, Tim, Arleen & Richard, Betty, Linda, Sue, Henry, 

Glenn, Gary, Connie, Greg, Beverly & Ray, Helen & Ron, and Max.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, 

daycare professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers 

preparing for the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time 

babysitters. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and 

places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun 

in your presence. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all 

our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY   Give Me Jesus               African American Spiritual 

 

*OFFERING SONG           Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                    ELW 182 
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*OFFERING PRAYER  

Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING       
 

DIALOGUE  
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*PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

All baptized children of God are invited to the Lord’s Table, where we receive Jesus’ very body and blood 

in, with, and under the bread and wine. We partake at the communion rail; gluten free bread and grape juice 

are available. If you wish to commune, but cannot come forward, let an usher know and we will come to you. 

If you do not wish to commune, you are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. Anyone may remain 

at the rail for a time of personal prayer, following which you may return to your pew down the side aisle.  

  

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 

LAMB OF GOD               ELW 195 

 
 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN(S)  Look Who Gathers at Christ's Table        ACS 977 

Let Us Break Bread Together         ELW 471 

     (Next pages) 
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   Amen. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled  

with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we,  

through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely,  

as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us  

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN        On What Has Now Been Sown         ELW 550 

 

 

*BENEDICTION 

May the mercy of our God, 

☩ Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

be with you now  

and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                   May the God of Hope Go with Us                  ACS 984 
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PERMISSIONS 
 

Liturgical Text and Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and All Creation Sings and 

sundaysandseasons.com, © 2006, 2020, 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted and/or streamed with 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS016761.  All rights reserved. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

In God Alone, Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994, and the Taizé Community. Music ©1984 Les Presses 

de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-

722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty, Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-

1878, alt,. Music: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680..  Public domain. 

 

Glory to God,  Music: Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962.  Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted and/or 

streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Psalm 86, Music: Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962, based on SINE NOMINE, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-

1958. Music © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Music reprinted and/or streamed 

with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Alleluia 7,  Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994, and the Taizé Community. Music ©1984 Les Presses de 

Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-

722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Almighty God, Your Word is Cast, Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt. Music: J. Day, Psalter, 1562. Public 

domain. 

 

Give Me Jesus,  Text: African American spiritual.  Public domain. Music: African American spiritual, arr. 

hymnal version.  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under 

OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Music: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010.  Text and music © 1978 Lutheran 

Book of Worship, admin Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense 

#A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Text: Stephen P. Starke,, b. 1955. Text © 1998 Lutheran Service Book, Concordia 

Publishing House.  Music: Carl Schalk, 1929-2021. Music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House.   Text and 

music reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved.   
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Grace Lutheran livestreams our worship services over Facebook, YouTube, or other platforms and has them 

available for later viewing through our website.  We may also use still photography of church activities for 

church communications, websites, and other uses.  By your presence with us, you acknowledge that you 

may be photographed, and you consent to our use of it for these purposes.  The video capture of 

congregants is minimal and will usually be from the back.  If you want to be sure that you will not be 

shown on any video, we recommend sitting near the back on the left side of the sanctuary. 

 

Scan this Tithe.ly QR code with your   

phone camera to send an offering to Grace.   

 

Council Representatives Ministries 

Terry Neal President The Rev. Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz Pastor 

 Stewardship  (863) 529-1229 

Barbara Carpanini Vice President  pastor@gracelakeland.com 

Kristen Storms Corp. Secretary Kandyn Mathes Admin. Assistant 

 Christian Ed.  (863) 686-5585 

Marty Lewis Treasurer  church@gracelakeland.com 

James Irish Rec. Secretary Lynda Mack Bookkeeper 

Mary Flekke Financial Secretary Lynda.mackcpa@yahoo.com 

Tom Hager Property, Outreach  (863) 660-5859 

Naomi Thomsen Finance Mary Flekke Bell Choir Director 

 Memorials mflekke@tampabay.rr.com 

Dan Stoller Social Ministry  (863) 660-1156 

Marty Lewis Worship/Music Art Pranno Choir Director 

Jon Thiele  Gene Hodges Organist 

  Rita Fandrich Pianist 

  Marty Lewis Worship Band Director 

   drmslewis@gmail.com 

   (863) 648-4770 

  Church Website www.gracelakeland.com 
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