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Introduction 
 

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and 

the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for 

the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds 

and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the 

Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

       ---———————- GATHERING ————————— 
  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

  
PRELUDE 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INVOCATION  

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

      (Please Stand) 

GATHERING SONG                HOUSE OF THE LORD 
              Jonathan Smith, Phil Wickham CCLI #7168995 

                                    © 2020 Be Essential Songs; Cashagamble Jet Music;  
                                 Phil Wickham Music; Simply Global Songs 

             
 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 

 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By 
your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

            (Please be seated) 
 

               ——————— WORD——————— 
       God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    

FIRST READING          ROMANS 8: 12-25
                              

       12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of 
God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of 
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 
we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement 
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we 
do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 (Please Stand) 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                 

 
GOSPEL        MATTHEW 13: 24-30, 36-43
                  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 13th Chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

        24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep an enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and 
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said 
to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 
from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us 
to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 



wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I 
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’ ” 
 

  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with 
ears listen!” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ 
 

                (Please be seated) 

SERMON                                                              JERRY STOLLINGS 
 
              (Please Stand)        

HYMN OF THE DAY                CORNERSTONE
                 CCLI #6158927  

         Edward Mote, Eric Lijero et al 
             © 2011 Hillsong MP Songs; Hillsong Music Publishing 
                                     Australia;Hillsong Music Publishing UK 

 
 

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH                   The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

            (Please be Seated) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Each petition will end with “God of grace” and the response will be “Hear our prayer”   

 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
                                           

——— MEAL ——— 
                                                                God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code. 

 
  



MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                       HYMN OF HEAVEN
                           CCLI#7168994 

       Bill Johnson, Brian Johnson et al 
       © Brian and Jenn Publishing; CDavs Music; Songs For TIM; 

                        Phil Wickham Music; Simply Global Songs; Bethel Music Publishing 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 
 

JESUS WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
          (Please be seated) 

 
 
 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!   

Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform 
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.  

 

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by 
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice 

 is also available. 
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing 



LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                               GOODNESS OF GOD 
                                                                  CCLI #7117726 

    Ben Fielding, Brian Johnson et al 
© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon; Fellow Ships Music; 

            So Essential Tunes; SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia;  
Bethel Music Publishing 

             (Please stand) 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need with the very gift of 
Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our 
common life toward the common good, following the way our Savior leads us now and forever. 
Amen. 

           –—————— SENDING ————— 
           God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
 BENEDICTION 

 

The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, ☩ one God, bless you and 

equip you for living and serving, today and every day. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                  SHOUT TO THE LORD 
                     CCLI #1406918 

           Darlene Zschech 
                 © 1993 Wondrous Worship 

 
 

DISMISSAL  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 



 BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL 
  
 

Kristal Cutler, Director of Music       music@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Nina Davis, Office Manager    office@bethelwinchester.com 
 

George W. Donovan, Sr., Director of Safety   security@bethelwinchester.com 
and Security  
 

Shawn Garner, Facility Management   facility@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Matt Meade & Lexy Grymala Nursery Managers  office@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Mel Siebert, Youth Ministry    youth@bethelwinchester.com 
 

Patty White, Parish Custodian    annwhite54@aol.com 
 
Financial or Giving Questions    office@bethelwinchester.com 

  

 

Council Executive Committee 
 

JENNIFER LAFOLLETTE, PRESIDENT, TEXT/CALL 540-533-9142, EMAIL jnanlafollette@gmail.com 
 
CHERIE LAUCK, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300, EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com 
 
MATT LYMAN, SECRETARY &COMMUNICATIONS TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-550-0710, EMAIL matt.lyman@bethelwinchester.com 
 
LYNDA GRYMALA, TREASURER & FINANCE TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-222-9408,  EMAIL lynda.grymala@bethelwinchester.com 
 
 
 

          COUNCIL GENERAL MEMBERS 
 
 
MEL SIEBERT, EMAIL MEL.SIEBERT@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
LEEANNE MARPLE EMAIL LEEANNE.MARPLE@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
RENE HOLLEBRANDSE, MINISTRY TEAM EMAIL C.J.HOLLEBRANDSE@GMAIL.COM    
 
TAMAR YAGER EMAIL: TAMAR.YAGER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
ROB CUTLER EMAIL: ROB.CUTLER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 
CALL COMMITTEE EMAIL: CALLCHAIR@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM 
 

 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
www.bethelwinchester.com 
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