FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Deacon Korra Looschen

oy 8" Sunday of Pentecost
July19, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!

GATHERING \&7
PRELUDE !
INTRODUCTION Mg

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow
together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having
both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to
bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God,
Father, "+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Praise and Thanksgiving” ELW 689
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Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit
nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.
Amen
ANTHEM “Hymn of Promise” Kirsten Simpson
Accompanied by Gary Elmquist
READINGS

Isaiah 44:6-8

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God, through whom
Israel—and we—are redeemed.

¢ Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the first, and I am the last; besides me
there is no god. “Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced
from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. ® Do not fear or be afraid; have I not told you from of old
and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 8:12-25

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps
us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and
decay.

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—*? for if you live according to the
flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. ** For all who are led by the Spirit of
God are children of God. *° For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption.
When we cry, “Abbal! Father!” '® it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 1" and if
children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with
him. "¢ I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.

9 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, ° for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope *' that the creation itself will be set free from its
enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. % We know that the whole creation has
been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, © and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. ** For in hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? ** But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S TIME

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13" chapter beginning at the 24" verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and causes
of sin, but not until the end of human history.

 [Jesus| put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good
seed in his field, * but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away.
% So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. ?” And the slaves of the householder came
and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ *® He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this. The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ * But he replied,
‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. ** Let both of them grow together until the
harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather
the wheat into my barn.” * Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field” * He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;

¥ the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, * and
the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. *° Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age *' The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will
collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, ** and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. * Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let
anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Korra Looschen
BAPTISM OF HUNTER LEE GARCIA See Page 14

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

FAITH MILESTONE, BLESSING OF THE CAMPERS



PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also, with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and
forever. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Page 107
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever.

Amen.

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation, shared in this
meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you, and “the blood of Christ shed for you, include the promise of the forgiveness of sin,
life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward for communion. We invite everyone to
receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore ‘all are welcome’.
In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve
only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten
sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the Lord is good.



LAMB OF GOD Page 112
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“Let Us Break Bread” ELW 471
“As the Grains of Wheat” ELW 465

“Eat This Bread” ELW 472



Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471
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BREAK BREAD TOGETHER

Text: African American spiritual :
10 10 and refrain

Music: African American spiritual



As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465
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Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company



Eat this Bread ELW 472
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Text and music © Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, Inc.




COMMUNION BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

Amen

SENDING HYMN “Spread, Oh Spread Almighty Word ELW 663

SENDING

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word

ELW 663
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Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.

Music: J.A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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Welcome to Worship!

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit
anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel near the front.

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Room for
children under 5. Follow the signs.

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking
lot, one-half block north of the church on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the
hallway leading to the Big Room. There are handicap accessible
restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND RECORDED so
that others may enjoy worship remotely. Please note that today’s
worship service is audio and video recorded for online sharing and
archival purposes.

We love seeing you in worship!
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH LONGMONT,
Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Deacon Korra Looschen
HOLY BAPTISM
Hunter Lee Garcia
July 19, 2026
9:30 a.m.

PRESENTATION

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and
the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in
the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and sent out in mission for the life of the world.

Parents or Sponsors: We present Hunter Lee Garcia for baptism.
Parents and Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Hunter and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
We do.

As you bring Hunter, to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: to live with him among God's
faithful people, bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments, place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that he may learn to trust
God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Hunter grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

People of God, do you promise to support Hunter and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce evil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin
that draw you from God?

I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.

And also, with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood, you delivered Noah and his family, and through
the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given
new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
BAPTISM
Hunter Lee Garcia, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The congregation responds:
You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.
Alleluia!
Let us pray:

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and
raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Hunter with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.
Hunter, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

WELCOME

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Amen

Applause is appropriate to welcome Hunter in Christ.
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