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INTRODUCTION 
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the 
weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day 
that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat 
within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go 
forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: Bekah Davenport; Pianist: 
Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: Mim Almquist; Livestream: Jon and Melissa Graham; Greeter: 
Karen Beverly; Ushers: Marilyn Shealy, Tim Prange;  Time with Children: Puppets!; Acolyte: 
Elizabeth; Tray Server: John Molinaro 
 
WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE​ ​  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 



 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG ​ ​ Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. 
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,​
  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:​
 I am the first, and I am the last;​
  besides me there is no god.​
 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;​
  let them declare and set it forth before me.​
 Who has announced from of old the things to come?​
  Let them tell us what is yet to be.​
 8 Do not fear or be afraid;​
  have I not told you from of old and declared it?​
  You are my witnesses!​
 Is there any god besides me?​
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17 
 11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth;​
  give me an undivided heart to revere your name.​
 12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,​
  and glorify your name forevermore. ​
 13 For great is your love toward me;​
  you have delivered me from the pit of death.​
 14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life;​
  they have not set you before their eyes.​
 15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,​
  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.​
 16 Turn to me and have mercy on me;​
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.​
 17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame;​
  because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
A reading from Romans. 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of 
God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of 
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.​
​
  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement 
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we 
do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep an enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up 
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came 
and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 
weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do 
you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you 
would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, 
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”​
​
  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send 

6 
 



 

his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears 
listen!” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY​ We Plow the Fields and Scatter: Aramos nuestros campos (ELW 680) 
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Dear God, we are ever grateful for your love for us, for your patience and trust. Today we are 
thankful for the joys of community. We see signs of love everywhere—from handshakes and 
hugs to conversations and praying for one another. We pray for our community, that you 
continue to be with us in our happiness and weariness, celebrations, and struggles. 
O God, hear our prayer, and in your love answer. 
 
Merciful God, we pray for our world that faces so much violence. We pray especially for the 
people suffering from war and the threat of war. May leaders at every level learn to speak in 
favor of humanity and justice. We pray that all people can walk the path of peace, the path of 
forgiveness, the path of equality. 
O God, hear our prayer, and in your love answer. 
 
Embracing God, we pray for those who suffer in our community and throughout the world. We 
remember those who face daily persecution and discrimination.  In silence or aloud, we now 
offer concerns and prayers, knowing you are always there to listen even when we may not have 
the words.…  Enfold those for whom we pray in your loving arms.  
O God, hear our prayer, and in your love answer. 
 
Almighty God, we offer prayers for those voices that have been silenced. We ask for your spirit 
of reconciliation to be near. We pray that there may be an end to bullying in schools, 
harassment in homes and workplaces, and discriminatory laws and practices. ​
O God, hear our prayer, and in your love answer. 
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Walk with us Lord, as we answer your call to be peacemakers.  Increase our compassion, our 
generosity, and our hospitality for the least of your children.  Give us the courage, the patience, 
the serenity, and the gentleness of spirit that are needed in a world filled with turmoil and 
terror. 
O God, hear our prayer, and in your love answer. 
 
AMEN 
 

PEACE​ ​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING​  
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OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ As the Grains of Wheat 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ​ ​ Sing to the Lord of Harvest (ELW 694) 

 
 

DISMISSAL​
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!​
Thanks be to God.​ ​  

POSTLUDE 
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