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1 John 2:15-17
Teaching sheet for 7/12/26

John saw everything that was outside of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God as a danger to the followers of Jesus Christ in his day.  That’s why he is giving them this stern warning.  

Defining Our Terms
· Love/agape – John uses a variation of this Greek word we all know three times in v. 15.  In this context, it means to cherish or to have a longing or desire for something.  
· Lust/epithymia – this word has a similar meaning.  It is a deep longing or craving.  It can be positive or negative.  In verse 16, it is very, very negative.  Psalm 37:4 
· World/kosmos – this can be the physical world that God created, or, like in this verse, it is the forces that oppose God and the coming Kingdom.  1 John 5:19 

A Simple Command, v.15
How many commandments are in the Bible?  Jewish scholars tell us there are 613 commands of God in the Old Testament.  Most folks say there are over a thousand in the New Testament.  Do not love the world or the things in the world.  This is a very simple DO NOT.  

We have been saved to a life of sanctification and holiness: Romans 6:18-19  We have been promised the hope of freedom that comes from the Fruit of the Spirit in our lives: Galatians 5:22-23

Wrong Desires, v. 16-17
John now gives boundaries to the warning not to love the things of the world.  First, the lust of the flesh:  Galatians 5:16-17  It almost sounds like a battle – actually, it is a battle of desires that rage in each of us.  

The lust of the flesh has been described as sexual desires, and they certainly include these desires.  The lust of the flesh goes beyond sexual to include the sensual, like food.  It includes our desire for comfort, as we have discussed before.  

Second, the lust of the eyes:  These desires are for what we see.  There is a long history of the desire for what we see getting us into trouble.  Genesis 3:6   2 Samuel 11:2   This one is hard if you struggle with the sin of perfectionism.  

Third, the pride of life:  This is the opposite of the humility we have as Children of God.  John is pointing at the prideful boasting about what I have and what I have accomplished, you see, doing the will of God will last FOREVER!  Our worldly possessions and accomplishments will quickly fade after they are all listed at our funerals!

Two Dangers
FAILURE TO SEE THE EVIL AROUND US:  
· Witch shows/moves - THERE ARE NO GOOD WITCHES!  ALL WITCHCRAFT IS EVIL AND CONDEMNED IN THE WORD OF GOD!
· They are making Tarot Cards for children.  
· Folks have no problem hanging Dream Catchers in their homes as decorations.  These are part of Native American Spirituality, and that is a heathen form of the occult.  https://www.expsychicsaved.com/

NOT SEEING THE INFLUENCE OF THE WORLD IN THE CHURCH

HOMEWORK:
1 – Look up all the scriptures.  Do you need to make a written inventory of those things you desire and lay it before the Lord?  God will be faithful to show you what needs to go, but are you willing?
2 – What about the “good” things that take you away from pursuing an intimate relationship with God and continuing down the road to holiness of heart and life?  
3 – Next week: Ed Johnson will be preaching.  Please pray for the Holy Spirit to lead him in rightly dividing the Word of God.
