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THE MESSIAH REVEALED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT



Class purpose
Looking back // looking forward

• Intent is to highlight and dwell on how these same passages reveal the 
Messiah—for this class it will be Isaiah references 

• Lessons should ‘reveal’:  

• What the identified OT scriptures mean in relation to the Christ 

• How they verify who Jesus is  

• How they confirm who made the statement 

• How we can see this linkage for ourselves  

• How we can readily share this info with others



Messianic prophecy: Why does it matter?
Ot prophecy >> NT fulfillment

1. Strengthen Faith of Doubting Believers


2. Prove that Jesus is the Fulfillment of God’s Revelations


3. Vital to Evangelism



Timeline
Jesus’  

ministry
Isaiah’s  

propheciesAbraham Today

~700 years~1000 years ~2000 years

Time is a character in these prophesies— 
points to god’s patience as well as his faithfulness



…Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, his 
hand is still upraised.  

But the people have not returned to him who 
struck them, nor have they sought the LORD 
Almighty. 

Isaiah 9:12-13



More Promised than just the messiah

John the Baptist

Identity Calling God’s will



A voice in the wilderness
John’s identity

• A voice of one calling: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way for the 
LORD; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley 
shall be raised up, every mountain 
and hill made low; the rough ground 
shall become level, the rugged places 
a plain. And the glory of the LORD will 
be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the LORD 
has spoken.”                   Isaiah 40:3-5 

• “I will send my messenger, who will 
prepare the way before me. Then 
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will 
come to his temple; the messenger of 
the covenant, whom you desire, will 
come,” says the LORD Almighty.                                 
Malachi 3:1 



A voice in the wilderness
John’s identity

• The beginning of the good news 
about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of 
God, as it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet: “I will send my messenger 
ahead of you, who will prepare your 
way”— “a voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for him.’  ”        
Mark 1:1-3  

• In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, Herod 
tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip 

tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and 
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—during 
the high-priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechar iah in the 
wilderness. He went into all the 
country around the Jordan, preaching 
a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. As it is written in 
the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet: “A voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for him.                                                      
Luke 3:1-4

John is the foretold voice, sent to reveal the glory of the lord



A messenger and prophet, making paths straight
John’s calling

• A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness 
prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God. Every valley 
shall be raised up, every mountain and hill 
made low; the rough ground shall become level, 
the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the 
LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.”                                          Isaiah 40:3-5


• Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is 
the one about whom it is written: “  ‘I will send 
my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way before you.’ Truly I tell you, among 

those born of women there has not risen 
anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet 
whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. From the days of John the 
Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has 
been subjected to violence, and violent people 
have been raiding it. For all the Prophets and 
the Law prophesied until John. And if you are 
willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to 
come. Whoever has ears, let them hear.                          
                                                  Matthew 11:9-15 

• Jesus confirms the true calling of John and tells 
of the fulfillment of the foretold prophet  that 
would arrive in the spirit and power of Elijah.  

John is the Elijah who is to come



Elijah & john the baptist
Comparison

Characteristic / Pattern Elijah John

Fiery Speaker 1 Kings 18:27 Matthew 11:18

Leather Belt 1 Kings 18:46 Matthew 3:4

Lived in the Wilderness 1 Kings 19 Luke 7:24

Connection to the Jordan River 2 Kings 2:8 Matthew 3:13

Heavens opens while at the River 2 Kings 2:11 Matthew 3:16

Pointed to one after him 1 Kings 19:19 John 1:34



To prepare the way, To give knowledge, to guide feet
God’s will for John

• Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the 
past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he 
will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—The 
people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned.                                                  Isaiah 9:1-2



To prepare the way, To give knowledge, to guide feet
God’s will for John

• “And you, my child, will be called a prophet of 
the Most High; for you will go on before the 
Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his 
people the knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender 
mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will 
come to us from heaven to shine on those 
living in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”                                                 
Luke 1:76-79 

• The next day John saw Jesus coming toward 
him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! This is the one 
I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after 
me has surpassed me because he was before 

me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason 
I came baptizing with water was that he might 
be revealed to Israel.” Then John gave this 
testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from 
heaven as a dove and remain on him. And I 
myself did not know him, but the one who sent 
me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on 
whom you see the Spirit come down and 
remain is the one who will baptize with the 
Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is 
God’s Chosen One.”                    John 1:29-34 

• Like Jesus, John is also foretold as one who 
would serve as the source of a “great light”

God’s will for John is to testify that Jesus is the chosen one



Key takeaways: John the Baptist
Prophecies of Isaiah fulfilled in the nt

• As a good father, God always shows a pattern of things to come


• Elijah / Elisha > John / Jesus


• God always provides a way to know that His Will is being done


• John is the one who can in the power & spirit of Elijah

Dwell on God’s will and how he foretold of a man that would 
arrives hundreds of years later and choose to d his will




