The true children of God are those who let God’s Spirit
lead them. The Spirit that we received is not a spirit

; ; il that makes us slaves again and causes us to fear. The
‘ Spirit that we have makes us God’s chosen children.
: And with that Spirit we cry out, “ Abba, Father.” And

feel like the black sheep,
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the Spirit himself speaks to our spirits and makes us
sure that we are God’s children. Romans 8:14-16

... “A certain man had two sons. The younger of them
[inappropriately] said to his father, ‘Father, give me
the share of the property that falls to me.” So he
divided the estate between them. A few days later,
the younger son gathered together everything [that he
had] and traveled to a distant country, and there he
wasted his fortune in reckless and immoral living. Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred
in that country, and he began to do without and be in need. So he went and forced himself on one of the citizens
of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. He would have gladly eaten the [carob] pods that the
pigs were eating [but they could not satisfy his hunger], and no one was giving anything to him. But when he
[finally] came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough food, while |
am dying here of hunger! | will get up and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against
heaven and in your sight. | am no longer worthy to be called your son; [just] treat me like one of your hired
men.”” So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was
moved with compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, |
have sinned against heaven and in your sight; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to
his servants, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe [for the guest of honor] and put it on him; and give him a ring for his
hand, and sandals for his feet. And bring the fattened calf and slaughter it, and let us [invite everyone and] feast
and celebrate; for this son of mine was [as good as] dead and is alive again; he was lost and has been found.” So
they began to celebrate. “Now his older son was in the field; and when he returned and approached the house,
he heard music and dancing. So he summoned one of the servants and began asking what this [celebration]
meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has
received him back safe and sound.” But the elder brother became angry and deeply resentful and was not willing
to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him. But he said to his father, ‘Look! These many years
| have served you, and | have never neglected or disobeyed your command. Yet you have never given me [so
much as] a young goat, so that | might celebrate with my friends; but when this [other] son of yours arrived, who
has devoured your estate with immoral women, you slaughtered that fattened calf for him!’ The father said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But it was fitting to celebrate and rejoice, for this
brother of yours was [as good as] dead and has begun to live. He was lost and has been found.”” Luke 15:11-32

WHEN THE BLACK SHEEP COMES HOME

1. You Can Be Lost Far From Home

2. Sometimes You Have to Come to Yourself

3. The Father Runs Toward Dirty Sheep

4. You Can Be Lost Without Ever Leaving Home




