
 

 

SUN  July 12 

8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am Coffee Fellowship 

WED  July 15 

10:00 am Pastor Daren 
 Office Hours 
 (until 5:00 p.m.) 

5:00 pm Community Meal 

(See the sign up sheet at 
the back of the sanctuary) 

SAT  July 18 

9:00 am Bridal Shower for 
 Mckenna  
 Freerksen  

 Hosted by  
 Women with a 
 Purpose (WWAP)  

SUN  July 19 

8:30 am Worship 

Sunday, July 12, 2026  

Worship -  8:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dodge Center UMC on FaceBook 

Dodge Center UMC on YouTube 

PASTOR:              Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck ACCOMPANIST:       Janet Bugarin  

20 First Street NE, Dodge Center, MN 55927 

www.dodgecenterumc.org  

    Church Office >> secdcumc@gmail.com 

  Phone >> (507) 374-6885  

Prayers for health concerns: 

Marty Franko 

For those who are  
remembering loved ones... 

Amy (Janet’s friend) 

Care Center Residents... 

Giving thanks & praying for: 

Our nation and leaders... 

Our school teachers,  
administrators, students… 

Service women & men and 
their families… 

Local health care  
professionals, group home, & 
care center workers… 

Law enforcement &  
emergency service workers… 

Area congregations... 

If you have a loved one you 
would like to have added to 
the Prayer Corner list, please  
contact the Church Office at 

507.374.6885 or 
secdcumc@gmail.com 

Ministry Servants...  

Thank You for our ministry servants 
who are helping out in worship  
today:  

Reader   Kathy Bartz   
Counters   Kathy Bartz and Shawn Lepp  

Scheduled for next Sunday, July 19: 

Reader   Lisa O’Neil  
Counters     Lisa O’Neil and Doris Weber  
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MPlease stand as you are able 

CENTERING WORDS 
1  

God’s word is the lamp we need in the darkness, 

the guidance we need on wayward paths, 

and the hope we need when death and despair come calling. 

PRELUDE - WELCOME - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We Come to Worship God 

PRAISE                                                UMH #601 - “Thy Word Is a Lamp ” 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
2 

Come, whether weary or rejoicing. 

 All are welcome here. 

Come, whether at peace or in the midst of a struggle. 

 All are welcome here. 

Come, whether growing or wilting. 

 All are welcome here. 

MPRAISE                        UMH #694 - “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ” 

MOPENING PRAYER 
3
 

God of new beginnings and ancient stories, help us see ourselves in 

your stories, in your promises, and in your garden.  Light our way 

with your word today, and guide us with your Spirit of love.  Amen. 

PRAISE                                          UMH #600 - “Wonderful Words of Life ” 

July 12th, 2026  

8:30 a.m. 

Worship Leader: 
Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 

Accompanist: 
Janet Bugarin 

TFWS - The Faith We Sing 
UMH: United Methodist Hymnal 

Charting the Course 
Sunday, July 12th, 2026 

“Green Acres ” 
Based on Matthew 13:1-9, 19-23 

I.  Are We Listening? 

a. We try to stay current on what is happening in the world, good 

or bad, because it may have an _____________ on our daily living. 

b. How can we survive through this most challenging, and perhaps 

this most complex, era in which we are living if we are not 

________________ ________________________? 

II. The Sower — Four Basic Skills... 

a. ____________: We draw strength from understanding and know-

ing where we have come from, for only then do we have an ink-

ling of where we are headed. 

b. ________________: We need cultivation provided by our routines... 

gathering and learning, worship and praising, sacraments and 

celebrating the high moments of life. 

c. _______________________: We need positive connections because 

we are by nature interconnected human beings. 

d. _______________________: Each of us has a different experience 

with which we have to contend and wrestle. 

III. Charting Our Course in Life This Week 

Here are a few things I plan to do in order to provide growth in my 

faith journey: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

Answers:  

1a) impact 1b) paying attention   

2a) Roots 2b) ritual  2c) Relationships 2d) Realities 



 

 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE - THE LORD’S PRAYER 

We Hear God’s Word 

PRAYER for ILLUMINATION 
5 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that as the Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we 

may hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen. 

THE GOSPEL LESSON      (Page 13 - Pew Bible)     Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

MESSAGE                                                                         “Green Acres ” 

We Respond to God’s Word 

RECOGNITION OF OFFERING 

(please place your offering in the plates as you depart worship) 

MDOXOLOGY                          UMH #95 - “Praise God From Whom ” 

MPRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We Go Forth to Serve God 

MPRAISE                                      TFWS #2165 - “Cry of My Heart ” 

MTHE BENEDICTION - MPOSTLUDE 

1 The Centering Words are based on or inspired by Psalm 119 & Matthew 13. 
2 The Call to Worship is based on or inspired by Genesis 25 & Matthew 13. 

3 The Opening Prayer is based on or inspired by Genesis 25, Psalm 119, & Matthew 13. 
4 The Prayer for Illumination is a traditional prayer 

used in United Methodist worship. 

All are based on [or taken from] “The Abingdon Worship Annual 2026”, 
edited by Mary J. Scifres and B.J. Beu or other resources from the internet. 

Bible Study — Let’s Learn Together!  

One of the most effective ways to grow as a disciple 
of Jesus is to engage in Bible Study.  Pastor Daren 
would enjoy leading a Bible study here at Dodge  
Center UMC… but choosing the right time and the 
right topic is always a challenge.  He would like your 
feedback.   

If you are interested in hearing more about a Bible 
study group, or if you have an idea regarding the  
beginning of one, please fill out the form located at 
the back of the sanctuary.  Or contact Pastor Daren 
at this email address: 

dflinck@gmail.com  

or text/call his cell phone:  

651.283.5754 

There are a number of different options available… in 
person at the church, using Zoom or Microsoft Teams 
as a way to connect when time and 
travel are considerations, studies on 
any book of the Bible,  
topical Bible studies 
(usually a short series on 
using one’s time or deal-
ing with challenging situa-
tions, as examples.), or enhancing relationships (with 
spouses, children, parents, etc.)   

Please contact Pastor Daren if you are interested in 
hearing more!  

 

 

 

 Our Facebook Page  
We have an active Facebook page that seeks to promote the 
ministry of our church.  Announcements, events, and sharing 
stories takes place on our Facebook page.  We also make special 
announcements via our page to keep you up to date on schedule 
changes.  Go to Facebook and search for Dodge Center United  
Methodist Church. 

 

Join us for a Bridal Shower to celebrate the 
Bride-to-be, McKenna Freerksen,             

Saturday July 18th at 9:00 am at the church. 
Bring 1 or 2 of your favorite recipes on a    

3”x 5” recipe card to share with McKenna. 

Hosted by Women With A Purpose. 



 

 

Community Meal Volunteers Needed,,,  

You’re Invited!! Join us for a Community Dinner on  
Wednesday, July 15th from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m..  
We will be serving pulled pork, potato salad, cole slaw 
and bars.  We will be serving dinner at the Dodge  
Center United Methodist Church, located at the corner 
of First Street and First Avenue NE in Dodge Center.  

A free will offering will be donated to Ready, Set, 
Learn, a program for Dodge County School Supply.  

We do need volunteers to bring donations and to serve 
for that night.  Please contact Lisa if you can help in 
any way.  Thanks!  

The Parable of the Sower  
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 - NRSV 

1
 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside 

the sea.  
2
 Such great crowds gathered around him that he 

got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 
on the beach.   

3
 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen!  

A sower went out to sow.  
4
 And as he sowed, some seeds 

fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up.  
5
 Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much 
soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 
soil.  

6
 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since 

they had no root, they withered away.  
7
 Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  
8
 

Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some 
a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  

9
 If you have ears, 

hear!” 

18
 Hear, then, the parable of the sower.  

19
 When anyone 

hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path.   

20
 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 

hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 
21

 yet 
such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away. 

22
 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 

hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.  23 But as for 
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 
and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 

Live Streaming!  

Each Sunday we live stream our worship services from 
Dodge Center UMC. If you are going to be out of town, 
you can catch the live broadcast on our church app 
(download to your device) or any one of four different 
online locations:  

Dodge Center UMC YouTube Channel  
Go to YouTube: Dodge Center United Methodist Church  

Dodge Center UMC FaceBook  
Go to FaceBook: Dodge Center United Methodist Church  


