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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

July 12, 2026 
 

Welcome in the name of our Lord Jesus. Cry room and restroom 

facilities are available. Please ask an usher for the location.  Please 

fill out the connection card in your bulletin and place it in the 

offering plate during the offering. If your connection card contains 

a prayer request, the Pastor will come down the aisle and collect it 

prior to the prayers. Pencils are located by the hymnals at the ends 

of the pews. 

 

Announcements 
 

Stand 

 

Entrance Hymn: 577 – Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who 

could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You 

are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon 

Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
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altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our 

sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive You all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Psalm 65:9-13 

P 9You visit the earth and water it; 

 you greatly enrich it; 

the river of God is full of water; 

C you provide their grain, 

 for so you have prepared it. 

P 10You water its furrows abundantly, 

 settling its ridges, 

C  softening it with showers, 

 and blessing its growth. 

P 11You crown the year with your bounty; 

 your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 

C 12The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 

 the hills gird themselves with joy, 

P 13the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 

C the valleys deck themselves with grain, 

 they shout and sing together for joy. 
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Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray together: 
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C Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy 

Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that 

we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them that we may embrace and 

ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from 

heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Romans 8:12–17 
 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 

live according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the 

flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 

deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by 

the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive 

the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 

received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 

“Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our 

spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then 

heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 

we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified 

with him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand  
 
 
Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat 

beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered about him, so 

that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd 

stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in 

parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came 

and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and immediately they 

sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when the 

sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, 

they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and 

the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on 

good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some 

sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone 

hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, 

the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown 

in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for 

what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has 

no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 

tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 

immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown among 

thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 

the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 

and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good 
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soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. 

He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, 

in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both 

the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 
Catechism 

P  What is the Fifth Petition of The Lord’s Prayer? 

C  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

 

P  What does this mean? 

C  We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven 

would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because 

of them. We are neither worthy of the things for which 

we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that 

He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin 

much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So 

we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those 

who sin against us. 
 

Children’s Message 
All children are invited to come forward to the chancel steps for a 

children’s message. Parents are welcome to accompany them. 
 

Hymn of the Day: 691 – Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing 
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Sermon: “The Sower Still Sows” 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 Pastor Linck 

 

Collection of Prayers The Pastor will come down the aisle and 

collect any prayer requests. 

 

Offering The offering plate will be passed down the rows. Both 

offerings and the connection cards may be placed in the plate.  

 

Stand  

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Sharing of Peace 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 

reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 

(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 

are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very 

Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the 

sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed 

death, and by His rising again He has restored to us 

everlasting life.  

 

 Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 

with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels 

and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
 
Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, 

for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-

begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 

  

In these last days, You have poured out Your Holy 

Spirit on Your Church that Your sons and daughters 

might proclaim the wonders of Your salvation in Christ 

Jesus, our Lord. 

  

Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your gathered people 

that, faithfully eating and drinking the body and blood 

of Your Son, we may go forth to proclaim His 

salvation to the ends of the earth. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught 

us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 



 13 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 

eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Sit 

 
Hymns during Communion:  
 637 – Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 
 623 – Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 
 725 – Children of the Heavenly Father 
 
Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him distribute to those who come 

to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 

 
(If you wish to receive a blessing instead of communion please 

cross your hands over your chest as a signal to the pastor.) 

 
Membership in St. Matthew congregation is not required for partaking of the 

Lord’s Supper. Those who commune with us are those who are one with us in 

faith. We believe that the Lord’s body and blood are present in Communion 

together with the bread and the wine. We also believe God gives us forgiveness 

of sins through this means of grace and strengthens us for Christian living 

according to his will. Those who profess our belief, who have been baptized, 

who have been instructed in the meaning of this Sacrament, and who are able to 

examine themselves spiritually before partaking of this divine blessing are 

invited to join us in receiving Holy Communion. 

 

Stand 

 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

C We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Recessional Hymn: 921 – On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 

 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 

July 19, 2026 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 44:6-8 

Psalm: Psalm 119:57-64 

Epistle: Romans 8:18-27 

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
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VISITORS are always welcome: please let us know who you 

are, whether you are a snowbird, military, student, or just enjoying 

the sun, and if there comes a time you desire to “officially” join our 

family, please let us directly know that by indicating such on the 

contact cards.  Also, we would love to make you a name tag, visitor 

or member, so all may greet you by name. Name tag signup sheet is 

in the Narthex (lobby). 

 

SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING will be held after church today 

to address replacement of the roof. 

 

COUNCIL MEETING The Church Council will meet on Sunday, 

July 19, 2026 after Worship Service. 

 

EMAILS If you are not getting emails from Cynthia about St. 

Matthew announcements and events, please give her your email 

address, or email the office at m1919@bellsouth.net. 

 

ST. MATTHEW COOKBOOK LWML is putting together a 

church cookbook. We are asking for your favorite recipes that you 

would like to share. This includes entrees, desserts, salads, hors 

d’oeuvres, beverages, etc. Please give recipes to Stella Holmquist or 

email to holmies0707@gmail.com 

 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

DATE EVENT TIME 

Today 

 

Sunday School/Bible Class 

Worship 

Voters’ Meeting 

9:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday 7/14 LWML 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday 7/16 Quilting Club 10:00 a.m 

Next Sunday 7/19 

Adopt-a-Student 

Sunday School/Bible Class 

Worship 

 9:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

mailto:m1919@bellsouth.net
mailto:holmies0707@gmail.com
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NEWSLETTER Helen Magnuson has graciously offered to take on 

the monthly newsletter. Send all newsletter articles to Helen 

(helenmarymar@yahoo.com) or the office (m1919@bellsouth.net). 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES We are collecting supplies for Harrison 

Elementary next door.  The list is on the table in the foyer. The 

deadline is August 2. Thank you! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL is provided for children at 9:00 a.m. – an 

usher can direct you to the Sunday School rooms. 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday. The study will 

focus on unpacking each Sunday’s readings from the service.   

 

BUILDING FUND St. Matthew is continuing the Building Fund 

Campaign to support the remodeling of our Church Building. Your 

support of this initiative is appreciated as we continue to modernize 

our facility and make repairs after the recent lightning strike.  All 

contributions should be marked for Building Fund. 

 

LAWN FUND The table with sale items is for the Lawn Fund.  If 

you bring any items, please have sale price on the item. 

 

CONTAINERS for medicine bottles, eyeglasses, egg cartons, 

cardboard rolls and Mardi Gras beads are on the table in the first hall 

pass the foyer.  These items will be donated to charity.  

 

 

SERVING US TODAY ASSISTING WITH COMMUNION: 

Jacob M.; READER: Don N.; USHERS Rose S. & Patricia E.: ALTAR: 

Denise N.; MUSIC: Cynthia C. and Lennox M.  

 

Sunday, July 5, 2026 

Attendance:  60 Communion: 51 

Offering: $2,652 
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Rev. Stephen S. Linck, Pastor  

Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 

Worship, 10:00 a.m. 

Pastor’s Cell: (850) 525-1328 

Pastor’s Email: pastorlinck@bellsouth.net 

Church Phone: 864-6264 

E-Mail Address: m1919@bellsouth.net 

Web Page: stmatthewgulfport.org 
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