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Keep Watch | Mark 13 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Mark 13, often called the Olivet Discourse, records Jesus' teaching on the Mount of Olives 

shortly before His crucifixion. After leaving the Temple, one of His disciples admired its 

magnificent stones and buildings (13:1). Jesus responded with a shocking prophecy: "Not 

one stone will be left upon another." Within a generation, this was fulfilled when the 

Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in A.D. 70. 

Peter, James, John, and Andrew privately asked Jesus two questions (13:4): 

1.​ When will these things happen? 

2.​ What will be the sign that they are about to be fulfilled? 

Jesus' answer is not intended to satisfy curiosity about the future but to prepare His 

followers for faithful endurance. Throughout the chapter He repeatedly calls His disciples to 

watchfulness, perseverance, discernment, and trust. 

Many faithful Christians interpret portions of Mark 13 differently. Some understand most of 

the chapter as being fulfilled in the events surrounding Jerusalem's destruction in A.D. 70, 

while others see many of its details pointing to events still in the future. Regardless of one's 

view, Jesus' central message is unmistakable: remain faithful, do not be deceived, and 

always be ready for the Lord. 

 

 

 



 

ICEBREAKER QUESTION 

Think about a time when you prepared carefully for an important event (a trip, a storm, 

an exam, or a major life change). How did preparation affect your confidence? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

The Temple Will Fall  (vv. 1-4) 

The disciples admired the grandeur of the Temple, but Jesus redirected their attention from 

earthly monuments to God's unfolding plan. Even the most impressive human achievements 

are temporary. 

 

1.​ Why do you think Jesus interrupted the disciples' admiration of the Temple with such 

a startling prophecy? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2.​ What things do people today tend to place their confidence in that are ultimately 

temporary? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 
3.​ How does remembering that earthly institutions will pass away shape our priorities? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Do Not Be Deceived  (vv. 5-13) 

 

Jesus warns of false messiahs, wars, earthquakes, famines, persecution, and betrayal. These 

events are not reasons for panic but reminders that God's purposes are unfolding. Disciples 

are called to faithful endurance rather than fearful speculation. 

 

4.​ What dangers does Jesus warn believers about in this section?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5.​ Why does Jesus tell His followers not to be alarmed even in times of turmoil? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

6.​ How can believers remain faithful when facing opposition or suffering? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 
The Great Tribulation  (vv. 14-23) 

Jesus describes a coming time of unprecedented distress and urges those in Judea to flee 

immediately. His emphasis is on recognizing God's warnings and responding with wisdom 

rather than hesitation. He again cautions against false deliverers and deceptive signs. 

 

7.​ Why is immediate obedience emphasized in this passage?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

8.​ How can believers cultivate discernment in a world filled with competing spiritual 

voices? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

9.​ What does this section teach us about God's care for His people even during difficult 

times? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Coming of the Son of Man  (vv. 24-27) 

 

Following the time of distress, Jesus describes cosmic signs and the coming of the Son of 

Man in power and glory. He will gather His elect from every direction, demonstrating His 

complete authority over history. 

 



 
10.​What hope does the return of Christ provide for believers? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

11.​How does knowing Christ reigns over history affect your response to uncertainty? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

12.​What does this passage reveal about Jesus' identity and authority? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Learn from the Fig Tree (vv. 28-31) 

 

Just as budding leaves indicate summer is near, Jesus says His followers should recognize 

the significance of the events He has described. His words are completely trustworthy and 

will never fail. 

 

13.​What lesson does Jesus intend His disciples to learn from the fig tree? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 
14.​Why is confidence in Jesus' words essential for faithful living? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

15.​How can Scripture help us interpret current events without becoming consumed by 

speculation? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Stay Awake  (vv. 32-37) 

 

Jesus concludes with a command repeated throughout the chapter: Watch! No one knows 

the exact day or hour. Rather than calculating dates, disciples are to live in continual 

readiness through faithful service. 

 

16.​Why does Jesus emphasize readiness instead of revealing the timing? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17.​What does spiritual watchfulness look like in everyday life? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
 

18.​If Jesus returned today, what would you want Him to find you doing? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PERSONAL STUDY 

Mark 13 is not primarily a puzzle to solve—it is a call to faithful discipleship. Jesus does not 

encourage His followers to obsess over timelines but to cultivate steadfast faith, spiritual 

discernment, courageous endurance, and hopeful expectation. 

Whether life feels peaceful or chaotic, Christ remains Lord over history. His promises will not 

fail. The same Savior who foretold the Temple's destruction also promises to gather His 

people and establish His everlasting kingdom. 

Take time this week to prayerfully consider: 

●​ Am I more fascinated by prophecy than committed to obedience? 

●​ Am I growing in discernment, or am I easily influenced by fear and sensationalism? 

●​ If Jesus returned unexpectedly, would He find me faithfully serving Him? 

●​ What practical step can I take this week to "stay awake" spiritually? 

 

QUESTIONS | REFLECTIONS | OBSERVATIONS 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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