The People We Miss
Romans 16:1–9
Big Idea: God uses imperfect people for His perfect purposes, and He calls us to see His image, trust His grace, and join His mission.
In Romans 16:1–9, Paul ends one of the deepest letters in the Bible by naming people. Not perfect people. Faithful people. Paul did not just have sermons; he had people. He did not just have theology; he had relationships. Who are some of the “Romans 16” people God has used in your life? Who helped shape your faith, encourage you, correct you, or help you take a next step with Jesus?
God uses imperfect people. 2 Corinthians 4:7 says we have “this treasure in jars of clay” so that the power is clearly from God and not from us. The treasure is perfect. The vessel is not. Where do you feel unqualified or unusable by God? How does it encourage you to know that God has always used ordinary, fragile people?
See His image. 1 Corinthians 12:12, 27 reminds us that the church is the body of Christ, and every part matters. The church is not a full picture of Jesus when we only value one generation, one background, one personality, one style, or one story. Who are you most tempted to overlook, avoid, or dismiss?
Lord, help me see Your image in:_______________________________________________________________
Trust His grace. Romans 5:8 says, “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus moved toward us while we were still messy. Grace does not mean sin does not matter. Grace means sin does not get the final word. How does the gospel challenge the way you see messy people?
Lord, help me trust Your grace for:_____________________________________________________________
Join His mission. 2 Corinthians 5:18–20 says God reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 1 Thessalonians 2:8 says we share not only the gospel, but our lives as well. Ministry is not just programs, buildings, or services. Ministry is people. What would it look like for you to share your life with someone this week?

The question is not just, “Who invested in me?” The question is, “Who is God asking me to invest in now?” Ask God for a name. Not a category. Not a demographic. Not an idea. A name.
My person is: __________________________________________________
One step I will take this week: ___________________________________
Galatians 6:9, NIV
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
See His image. Trust His grace. Join His mission.

