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LIFE IN EVERY DIRECTION 

We can identify death in every direction. We see war, hunger, addiction, poverty, a 

dying planet, and broken hearts. This is not a new story. The children of Israel surely 

saw death in every direction, wandering in the desert and at least occasionally 

wondering about their next meal. Paul looks at his own life and, at first, sees nothing 

beyond spiritual death. He reminds us that death is not just physical, but also spiritual. 

Then, in the parable of the sower, three-fourths of the seeds die and three-fourths of the 

sections of the field are inhospitable to flourishing life. Sometimes, life isn’t even given 

a chance. We might look at the world and ourselves and only see the places that are 

inhospitable to God’s love. 

Today’s texts all go a step further, however, to articulate or reveal God bringing forth 

life where there is only death in every direction. Cypress and myrtle trees rise up in the 

place of thorns and briars (Isa. 55:13). “Christ Jesus has set [us] free from the law of sin 

and of death,” and the life-giving Spirit dwells in us (Rom. 8:2, 10).The parable of the 

sower elicits reflection, repentance, and, ultimately, new life from its readers and hearers 

in considering the sort of spiritual life they practice. Are we hospitable or inhospitable 

to God’s word? This parable is a vivid reminder of all God has overcome—rocks, 

scorching sun, thorns, and snatching—to bring life to the world. God brings forth life in 

places where people see only death. 
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Ministers             The People of Redeemer    
Pastor                 The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator                Mrs. Jackie Pitts 
Director of Music Ministries           Mrs. Donna Cotter  
 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.  

 
WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Seventh Sunday after 
Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made new 
life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. If 
you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, 
our ushers will be happy to help you.  

 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876.  
      
GOD’S WORD IS LIKE THE RAIN THAT WATERS THE EARTH AND BRINGS 

FORTH VEGETATION. It is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our 

lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or 

dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that 

we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                            Donna Cotter, Organist 
 

 

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN              OPEN NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY                         ELW #533 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                            ELW p. 203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                             ELW p. 204 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and 
hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
We Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                             Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:   Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land 
in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. (not read aloud) 
  

A reading from Isaiah Chapter 55: 
 

     10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until 
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it. 12 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field 
shall clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: 65: [1-8] 9-13 

Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11) 
 

 1 You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows | be fulfilled. 
 2 To you, the one | who answers prayer, 
  to you all | flesh shall come. 
 3 Our sins are strong- | er than we are, 
  but you blot out | our transgressions. 
 



8 

 

 4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your | courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness | of your 
temple.  
 5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of | our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far away. 
 6 You make firm the mountains | by your power; 
  you are girded a- | bout with might. 
 7 You still the roaring | of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples. 
 8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to | sing for joy.  
 9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of 
God is | full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
 10 You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 11 You crown the year | with your goodness, 
  and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 
 12 May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
 13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak 
them- | selves with grain; 
  let them shout for | joy and sing.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was unable 
to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values 
in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. (not read aloud) 
 

A reading from Romans Chapter 8: 

 
     1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit 
set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  
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7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But 
you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is 
in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 
his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                         ELW #205 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good news 
that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces 
different results in those who hear. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
     1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 
on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 
out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate 
them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil.  
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6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered 
away. 
 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  8 Other seeds 
fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but 
the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But 
as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
THE SERMON                                             Rev. Elise Stringer 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY            WE PLOW THE SEEDS AND SCATTER                 ELW #681 

(printed on next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lutheroad Service Project: 
Painted rocks for the  
Japanese Maple! 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Offered by the Assisting Minister  
 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God our gardener, you scatter grace like seeds across the world. Continue to cultivate 
the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions 
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and 
the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set 
our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the 
world. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for 
all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have 
exhausted their resources, and for local concerns especially those on our prayer board 
and those we name before you now. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
God our source, tend this congregation with your grace throughout this summer season. 
May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find 
refreshment among us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We 
remember those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
 

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

   
MUSICAL OFFERING                                                                               
 
OFFERING HYMN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.  

 
Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 
and forever. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                       ELW #207 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:                LAMB OF GOD                          ELW p. 208 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
Congregation is encouraged to sing. 

 
LORD, LET MY HEART BE GOOD SOIL                                                                    ELW #515 

FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION                                                                                                   ELW #679 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
REDEEMER’S MISSION  
 
Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
  
SENDING HYMN                 SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING                       ELW #547 

                                                                        (printed on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL    
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the Good News! Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                 Donna Cotter, Organist 
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Serving Today 
Ushers:    Gordon Johnson and Aaron Cornwell 
Greeters:    David Henderson and Tom Lewis 
Assisting Minister:  Chuck Pegram 
Lector 1:    Phil Rhoads 
Lector 2:    Kyle Henderson 
Acolyte:    Lily Childers 
Crucifer:    Tyndall Stringer  
Cantor:    Chrissy Bristow 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    Brenda Van Putten 
Flowers:    Given by Alan Blake and Jeff McCuen in memory  

                 of Marcie Baker 
Sheepdogs:    Mike Miller, Brian Ginsberg, and Seth Brandt 
Nursery:    Jennifer Tierce and Harper Meloon 

Serving Next Week –July 19, 2026 
Ushers:    Brad Van Putten and Mark Karrmann (needs a sub) 
Greeters:    Phil and Debbie Rhoads (need subs) 
Assisting Minister:  Harold Neel 
Lector 1:    Renee Phillips 
Lector 2:    Catharine Kirby 
Acolyte:    Armands Ceips 
Crucifer:    Rose Lanning 
Cantor:    Chuck Pegram 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    Marilyn Barr 
Flowers:    Given by Maxine Howell in memory of David Howell 
Sheepdogs:    Michael Lybrand, Sonny Lybrand, and Aaron Cornwell 
   Young Youth 3-5pm 
   Mike Miller and Brian Ginsberg (needs a sub) 
Nursery:    Kim Zumstein and Hannah Hester 

NOTES 
 
  
 
 
 


