FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Deacon Korra Looschen

oy 7™ Sunday of Pentecost
July12,2026 — 9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!

GATHERING

PRELUDE
INTRODUCTION

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed
indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises
a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. OQur burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God,
Father, "+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ELW 533 vs. 1,3,5


http://www.firstluth.org/

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

ELW 533
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1.0 - pen now thy gates of beau - ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2.Gra - cious God, I come be - fore thee, come thou al - so un - to me;
3.Here thy praise is glad - ly chant - ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4. Thou my faith in - crease and quick - en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5.Speak, (0] God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du - ty waits for  God who an - swers prayer.
Where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a__ _heav'n on earth must be.
let my soul, where it is plant - ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e're temp - ta - tions thick - en, may thy word still o'er me shine
may I un - dis - turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless - ed is this  place, filled with so - lace, light and grace!
To my heart, oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem - ple now!
SO that all I hear may be fruit - ful wun - to life in me.
as my guid - ing star through life, as my com - fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun - tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
-»- = . |
DhEee=a=S o === & -
| ; i | | 1 4 :




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with
joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen
ANTHEM “Abide with Me” Mark Hinman, French Horn
Accompanied by Jeffrey Hartmann
READINGS

Isaiah 55:10-13

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus
is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the Sower and bread to the eater, ' so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. ** For
you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees
of the field shall clap their hands. '* Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn
sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the
promise of resurrected life.

! Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. ? For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
has set you free from the law of sin and of death. * For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, * so that the just
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For those
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their
minds on the things of the Spirit. ¢ To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
“For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. * But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '° But if Christ is in you, then the body is
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ™ If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells
in you.
Word of God, word of life

Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S TIME

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

N u
Y =

M

HO—
Ji%——‘ ¥

Al - le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a,

L HEE
[\ S
[, R

N &

[, S
L 108

G

al - le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - 1a.

Repeat alieluia

¥
Lol

b )

Vo

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

D
.

¥ o -

.
®
]




GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13" chapter beginning at the 1 verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

In Matthew'’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God'’s word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom
of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who
hear.

! That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. ? Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into
a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. * And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen!
A Sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up ° Other seeds fell
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ° But when
the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. ” Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the Sower. * When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil
one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. ?° As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, * yet such a person has no root but endures
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. # As for
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the
word, and it yields nothing. * But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Ann Hultquist
THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I belie.ve in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.

Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also, with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and
forever. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise your

name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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nameof the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high -  est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory

forever and ever.
Amen.

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation, shared in this
meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you, and “the blood of Christ shed for you, include the promise of the forgiveness of sin,
life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward for communion. We invite everyone to
receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome’.
In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve
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only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten sensitivities.

Come, taste and see, that the Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“Let Us Break Bread” ELW 471
“As the Grains of Wheat” ELW 465
ELW 472

“Eat This Bread”



Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471
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l.Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees:
2.Let us drink  wine to - geth-er on our knees.
3.Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;:
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let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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BREAK BREAD TOGETHER

Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual
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As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465
Refrain
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may we  share pres - ence of your love.
all cre - a - shares this feast with you.
Test: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931 AS THE GRAINS
Music: Carlton R. Young, b. 1926 Irregular

Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company



Eat this Bread ELW 472
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst.”
- RS
A 7 J - Iq} . e |
r % y— ©
Text: Taizé Community BERHTIER
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 Irregular

Text and music © Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, Inc.




COMMUNION BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen
SENDING HYMN “For the Fruit of All Creation” ELW 679

SENDING

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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For the Fruit of All Creation

ELW 679
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1. For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2.In the just re - ward of la - bor, God's will is done.
3. For the har - vests of the Spir - it, thanks be to God.
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For the gifts to ev - ry mna - tion, thanks be to God.
In the help we give our neigh - bor, God's will is done.
For the good we all in - her - it thanks be to God.
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For the plow - ing, sow-ing, reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In the world-wide task of <car -ing for the hun - gry and de - spar -ing,
For the won - ders that as - tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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in the har - vests we are shar - ing, God's will is done.
most of all, that love has found wus, thanks be to God.
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Welcome to Worship!

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit
anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel near the front.

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Room for
children under 5. Follow the signs.

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking
lot, one-half block north of the church on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the
hallway leading to the Big Room. There are handicap accessible
restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND RECORDED so
that others may enjoy worship remotely. Please note that today’s
worship service is audio and video recorded for online sharing and
archival purposes.

We love seeing you in worship!
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