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INTRODUCTION

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the
sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from
what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are
fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: Bekah Davenport; Pianist:
Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: Chad Kopenski; Livestream: Sam Hanson; Greeter: Linda Batey;
Ushers: John Laughlin, Gail Dreitzler; Time with Children: Pastor Chad; Acolyte: Dessa; Tray
Server: Pat Cambridge

WELCOME (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell,
and Fort Ancient cultures.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,

whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.



Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
GATHERING SONG Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW 533)
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi- on, let me en - ter there,

2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
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where we find thee and  a - dore thee,there a  heav’'n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre- cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may | un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed i8 this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit-ful un - to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun- tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications. Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help
us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
A reading from lIsaiah.
'“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
' so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
' For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
“Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Loro for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 65:9-13
’You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is
full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
'“You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
""You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
'“ May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
" May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with
grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

A reading from Romans.

' Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. * For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. ° For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, “ so that the just requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
° For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ° To set the mind on
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’ For this reason the mind
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot,
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

° But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '* But if Christ is in you,
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ' If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. ? Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach.  And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.

“ And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. ° Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since
they had no depth of soil. ° But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no
root, they withered away. ' Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. ° Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty. ” If you have ears, hear!”

'*“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. ' When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is
what was sown on the path. °° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy, °' yet such a person has no root but endures only
for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. *’ As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.

* But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another
thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word (ELW 663)
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Send forth our Cre - a - tor’s call, heav-en’s gifts ex - tend to all
and to pay re - bel-lion’s price, gave him-self as sac - ri - fice.
strong and ho - ly, just and true, work-ing both to will and do.
let the gath-"ring na - tions all see your light and heed your call.
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Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: GOTT SEI DANK, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

HOLY BAPTISM

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us
to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ,
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

We present Siena Kusanke for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child
baptized into Christ?
Response:
We do.
The presiding minister continues:
As you bring Siena to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.



Do you promise to help Siena grow in the Christian faith and life?

We do.

People of God, do you promise to support name/s and pray for them in their new life in Christ?
We do.

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel
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from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of
sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Siena Kusanke, | baptize you in the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

You belong to Christ,

in whom you have been baptized.

Alleluia.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Siena with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

Siena Kusanke, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross
of Christ forever.

Amen.

Let your light so shine before others

that they may see your good works

and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

For all the blessings of this life,

we give thanks to You, Creator God.

For families, friends, colleagues, neighbors, and strangers,
who nurture us, that the love of God may grow within.

That Your love, your Word, like a seed,

may grow to produce in us, good fruit.

May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong.



For the leaders of nations and cities,

that they may lead with strong hearts and gentle hands and generous spirits,
with compassion and mercy, with wisdom and grace.

May they reflect your will guiding all their actions and decisions.

May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong.

For those who serve in harms way,

those who live in dangerous places,

those who live in areas of war and strife,

those who live in fear,

those who worry about employment, bills, food,

and struggle just to find dignity in life.

May your grace bring peace and safety to them and to all people..
May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong.

For those who suffer from any illness of mind, body, or spirit.

Restore them, and all those we carry in our hearts, to fullness of health—
health as only you, O God, can bring.

May your mercy shower each of us with healing mercy and love.

May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong.

For those who are dying, and for those who have died.

Send forth your comforting love.

Give solace to those who mourn.

Console those who grieve.

May your grace surround us

like a mantle upon our heads,

a shawl upon our shoulders,

a hand, to hold our hand.

May your love, be like a seed, taking root and growing strong.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give

There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app!

MUSICAL OFFERING
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OFFERTORY As the Grains of Wheat
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OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day

when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God,
bless, heal, and hold you

today and always. Amen.

SENDING SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551)
DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.
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