small Group

Guide

Icebreaker

Question: Share about your Bible reading journey. Are you new to reading Scripture, have
you been reading for years, or are you somewhere in between? What has been
encouraging or challenging about it?

Key Takeaways from the Sermon

1. Knowledge vs. Transformation: It's possible to know the Bible without being changed
by it. The goal is transformation, not just information.
2. Four Types of Soil = Four Heart Conditions:
e Hard Soil: Hearts hardened by disappointment, pain, pride, or repeated
rejection of God's truth
e Shallow Soil: Faith that starts with joy but lacks deep roots to withstand
hardship
e Crowded Soil: Hearts that believe but allow worries, wealth, and worldly cares
to choke out God's Word
e Good Soil: Receptive hearts that hear, understand, receive, and bear fruit
3. The Hope: God can soften hard ground, deepen shallow soil, clear thorny ground,
and produce fruit in receptive hearts.

Discussion Questions

1. Read Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 together. What stands out to you in this familiar parable
when you hear it today?

2. Why do you think Jesus chose agricultural imagery to teach about spiritual
receptiveness? What makes this metaphor powerful?

3. The sermon mentioned that Satan "is not threatened by someone simply knowing
Bible facts." What's the difference between head knowledge and heart
transformation? Can you think of examples?



. Hard Soil: Have you ever experienced a "hard place" in your heart toward God?
What caused it? How did God (or how is God) working to soften that ground?
. Shallow Soil: When has your faith been tested by difficulty or hardship? What helped
(or would help) your roots grow deeper during those times?
. Crowded Soil: What are the "thorns" that most commonly crowd out God's Word in
your life right now? (Examples: worry, busyness, financial concerns, health issues,
relationships, entertainment)
. Good Soil: The sermon said good soil doesn't mean a perfect life, but a receptive
heart. What does a receptive heart look like practically in your daily life?
. The sermon mentioned that "fruit is often produced when we love people in those
different soils and partner with the Holy Spirit." How can we help others without
being judgmental?

e How do we help "till the ground" of a hard heart?

e How do we help "water" a shallow heart?

e How do we help "pull weeds" from a crowded heart?
. What is one specific way you can cultivate "good soil" in your heart this week?
(Examples: consistent time in Scripture, prayer, silence/solitude, confession,
accountability)

10. Who in your life might need encouragement in their faith journey right now? How can

you come alongside them this week?
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