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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer
Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver

7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ¢ JuLy 12,2026

Reverent Reflection

Prelude

Welcome

Church Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P.

C.

P.

C.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4- one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us.
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 4- Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Open Now The Gate Of Beauty (#533)

Apostolic Greeting

P.

C.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie p. 147

P.

C
P.
C

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



P. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C. Amen.

Canticle p.149

P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
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P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray:

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with
joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13

'%For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they have watered the
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

"'so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that
which | purpose and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

2 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into
song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

3 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to
the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
Response: “Your paths overflow with plenty.”

[' You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.

2To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come.

3Qur sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.

“Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! They will be satisfied by the
beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple. R

> Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, O hope of all the ends of the
earth and of the oceans far away.

¢ You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might.



"You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.

8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; you make the dawn and
the dusk to sing for joy. R]

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of water. You
prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless
its increase.

""You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.

2 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy.

13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; let them shout
forjoyandsing. R

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

"Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened
by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, * so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ®> For those who live according to the flesh set their minds
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’ For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot,
8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

°But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '° But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because
of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p. 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. ? Such great crowds gathered around him
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. * And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.* And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and
the birds came and ate them up. ®> Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since
they had no root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

?1f you have ears, hear!”

'8"Hear, then, the parable of the sower. ?When anyone hears the word of the kihngdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the
path. % As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it
with joy, 2! yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises
on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 2 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the
one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.



2 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Children’s Sermon

Dedication of Carved Artwork “The Last Supper” donated by Richard Knopp and Family
Anthem

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the bodly,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the garden of your
church with your abundant Spirit.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions disregarding its
wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your
salvation.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set our minds on that
Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the world (global concerns may be named).

God of grace, hear our prayer..

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all who toil under the
hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have exhausted their resources, and for local
concerns (especially).

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May those who travel
for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment among us.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Lebanon, Sudan, and all
war-torn areas. We pray for our military and their families.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We remember those saints who
have gone before us in faith (especially Bishop Nathan Soderblom, whom the church commemorates today).

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through
the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.



Sharing of the Peace
Offering

Great Thanksgiving p. 152

P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

Preface p.153

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. p. 153

Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Communion p. 154

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns: Just A Closer Walk (#697)
Blessed Are They (#728)
Let Us Break Bread Together (#471)

Prayer after Communion

Blessing

Sending Hymn: Sent Forth By God’s Blessing (#547)
Dismissal

Postlude



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday 10:00 am

After Worship Service

11:30 am

Wednesday 7:00 pm
Ongoing

Saturday, August 8th 11:30 am

Monday, August 10th 7:00 pm

Wednesday, August 19th  7:00 pm

Sunday, September 13th 12:00 pm

Sunday Morning Worship Service (Summer)

Summer Sundays (casual youth activities) thru Sept. 13th)
Band Rehearsal

Band Rehearsal

Shelf Stable Milk Collection
Diaper Collection for Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin

Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building
Council Meeting in the Parish House
Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room

Visit to Edelman Planetarium at Rowan University

Please note: All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

Jen Bailey
Krystal Booras
Michael Botti
Brian Byrnes
Meadow Cantoral
Randy Cantoral
Debbie Capasso
Janet Cappuccio
Joe Condoli
Sandra DeRitis
Helen Dominic
Frank Donovan

Marie Lentine Douglas
Tracey Drew

Indie Fisher
Stephanie Friant
Rhea Fryor

Ashley Fuhrman

Bob Garner

Angela Guedes

Stan Harmer
Michelle Walk Hewitt
Valerie Hoffmann

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following in your prayers for healing:
Quincy Jones Bill Murray Eric Sprengel
Ed Kagen Renate Murray Bill Steel
Tracey Kelly Erica Polito Carol Taylor
Carl Knopp Samantha Reed Henry Tesone
Deb Kuhn Kimberly Rickert Bill Todt
Donna Leek Ashley Rosser George Vaneman, Sr.
Doug Levandowski Dorcas Schellhas George Van Wagner
Tim McCarthy Jean Schlotz Beverly Warming
Joanne McVelli Finn Schureman Mary White
Melanie Miles Gladys Sheppard Helen Yezusko
Kent Montford Meilani Showell Bob Zielsdorf
Sue Murphy Frank Siderio lll

Makenzie Jack

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list.

ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION FOR SUNDAY, JULY 12™
In memory of Hilda Knopp by Elaine, Carl, Richard and Cathy.

WORSHIP BULLETIN DEDICATION FOR SUNDAY, JULY 12™
In memory of Hilda Knopp by Elaine, Carl, Richard and Cathy.

This Worship Bulletin is printed on paper that is made with renewable resources
from third-party certified, sustainably managed forests.

Please place any Worship Bulletins to be discarded in the recycle bin in the narthex.

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION

Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one week
before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office. Please be
sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please leave payment in the Church Office.
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THE Saturday, Au?f?;to g% h
COMMUNITY & seine,
: LUNGHEON |

GRIEF GATHERING
Wednesday, August 19t

7:00 pm in the Parish House Tea Room
AW Are Welcome!

-
Every Sunday now

through September 13t

Holy Communion Lutheran Church of Berlin Baby Pantry need:

-

MEmeet Y B\BY DIAPERS
S Pa LOIE 8 (especially larger sizes)
Collection is in the Narthex.

Flarriiibee s

Please help us ... )
Donate Shelf Stable Milk for
Our Lady of Peace Food Bank.

Donations in the form of cash or check will also be welcome.

G

SAVE TIME.. . no need for checks or envelopes

ELCA-Endorsed Tithe.ly giving platform enables you to tithe online or using the app.

- From your checking account or using your debit/credit card

« One-time donation or set up for recurring giving

- Designate specific ministry for your donation

« Scan the QR code to get started

- For assistance or questions, contact Tom Schofield or Henry Fickenscher




Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Music: Joachim Neander, 16501680
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi- on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, 1 come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee,there a heav’n on earth must be.
let my soul, where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may [ un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun - tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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e e s == . T
S ——— . * ' — —p
| D | |

UNSER HERRSCHER
878777



o)

Just a Closer Walk with Thee
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Refrain Just a clos-er walk with thee, grant it, Je - sus, is my plea;

am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;

2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter, Lord, who cares?
3  When my fee-ble life is o’er, time for me will be no more;
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dai - ly walk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
I'll  be sat-is-fied as long as 1 walk, let me walk close to thee. Ref
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord,none but thee. Ref.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - dom shore, to thy shore. Ref.
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Text: North American traditional
Music: North American traditional

Vo L

CLOSER WALK
Irregular



Blest Are They

Leader or All
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1 Blest are they, the  poor in spir - it; theirs is  the
2 Blest are they, the low - ly ones;. . . they shall in -
3 Blest are they. .. .. who show mer - cy; mer - cy
4 Blest are they. .. .. who seek  peace; . . they are the
5 Blest are you who suf - fer hate, . . . all. .. Dbe -
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king-dom  of God. Blest are they,
her - it the earth. Blest are they who
shall be theirs. Blest are they, the
chil - dren  of God. Blest are  they who
cause . . . of me. Re - joice, be glad,
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full of  sor - row; they shall  be con - soled.
hun - ger and thirst; they shall have their fill.
pure of  heart; they. . . . .. shall see  God.
suf - fer in  faith; the glo-ry of God is theirs.
yours is the king-dom; shine for  all to see.
Refrain

N u All
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Re - joice and  be glad!
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Bless - ed are you, ho - ly are you!
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Re - joice and  be glad!
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Yours is  the king-dom of God!

Text: David Haas, b. 1957 BLEST ARE THEY

Music: David Haas Irregular

Text and music € 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.




Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual

BREAK BREAD TOGETHER
10 10 and refrain
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Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess-ing,
2 With praise and thanks- giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,
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the  peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - ry - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; u - nite us as one in this life that we  share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall uw -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your king - dom and an - swer your call.
give hon - or to Christ and his  name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-199
Music: Welsh folk tune
Text € 1964 World Library Publications

7, alt.

THE ASH GROVE
66116611D



A Gift of Carving —“The Last Supper” from Bethlehem
Donated by Richard Knopp and Family
Dedicated July 12, 2026

ST.JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1002 S. Main Street Williamstown, NJ 08094

Pastor: The Rev. Tammy Harmer
Phone Number: 1-856-875-8742 . Email: stjohnslutheran1002@yahoo.com

Website: www.stjohnselc1002.o0rg

ST. JOHN’S STAFF
Deacons: Betsey Eley/Ken Weaver Head Usher: Ted Adams
Treasurer: Henry Fickenscher Sexton: Betsey Eley
Music Director/Choirmaster: Janice Smith Webmaster: Tom Schofield

Instrumental Music Director: Ken Weaver Publications Director: Marie Fickenscher




