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“The Unexpected Christ” (At The Movies - Ep. II) 
 

 
Today we are going to be comparing the ways Dune portrays a Messiah to 
Jesus the Messiah we meet in the gospels.

Dune Plot

• Dune follows the story of a family known as the Atreides and our main   
   protagonist is Paul Atreides.

• DUNE #1: Paul becoming aware of his abilities and starting to recognize  
   his potential to be a great leader.

• DUNE #2: Paul becomes the Leader of the Fremen people and becomes  
   their Messiah.

• DUNE #3: Paul is going to lose touch of his original aim of bringing  
   peace and will become corrupted by power. 

Dune and the Gospel 

• Frank Hubert wrote the original books as a cautionary tale towards giving  
   too much power to charismatic leaders. 

     o The messianic movement in Dune leads to atrocity.

• So, what about the Messiah that we all follow? What makes Jesus’s  
   movement so different?

“7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is           . 9 This is how God showed his 
love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, 
since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has 
ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is 
made complete in us.” 1 John 4:7-12

• Jesus is not defined by power, but by            .  

• In Dune, their Messiah does nothing more than win them               for an  
   inevitably short time.

     o Jesus offers                            far greater than just freedom from 
        governments and political rule.

• Everything that Jesus does is out of love. Which is to say it is out of choice.

“1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” 
John 1:1-3

• This word became flesh not out of necessity but out of                   . 
   Out of Love.

• Our Goal as a Church is not to make you fall in love with our church,  
   fall in love with worship, small groups, the pastors. Our goal is to make  
   you fall in love with Jesus and Jesus alone.

Conclusion

• Dune tells us the story of a ‘messiah’ who is hopelessly in love with himself,  
   the gospel tells us the story of a messiah who deeply loves everyone else.

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise note.
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