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WELCOME
GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,-* one God, whose compassion endures
forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is
heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to
you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in
your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty ELW 533
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and
grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

PSALM 65:[1-8] 9-13 read responsively
REFRAIN: Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11)

'You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion; to you shall vows ! be fulfilled.

2To you, the one | who answers prayer, to you all | flesh shall come.

3 Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out | our transgressions.

4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your ! courts to
dwell there! They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the
holiness ! of your temple. R

> Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God
of | our salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far
away.

®You make firm the mountains | by your power; you are girded
about with might.

"You still the roaring ! of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the
clamor | of the peoples.

8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at
our  marvelous signs; you make the dawn and the dusk to ! sing for
joy. R

?You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very
plenteous; the river of God is ! full of water. You prepare the grain, for so
you provide | for the earth.

19You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; with heavy
rain you soften the ground and ! bless its increase.



'Y ou crown the year | with your goodness, and your paths overflow
with plenty.

12 May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, and the hills
be | clothed with joy.

13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak
themselves with grain; let them shout for | joy and sing. R

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to
accomplish what the law was unable to do.: condemn sin and free us from
its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and
values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

! Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the law of sin and of death. * For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the

flesh, * so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. ® To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. °But you are not in the
flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '° But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. '! If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. The word is very | near to you;* it is in your mouth and ' in
your heart. Alleluia. (Deut. 30:14)

GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s
word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news
produces different results in those who hear.

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. > Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there,
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. > And he told them many things
in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. °> Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun
rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered

away. ' Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °If you have ears, hear!” '®“Hear,
then, the parable of the sower. '° When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 2° As for what
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, *! yet such a person has no root but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. ** As for what



was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares
of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields

nothing. % But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY As Rain From The Clouds ELW 508
SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM

Holy Baptism
Of
Beau Christopher Buckholtz
Born: November 7, 2025
Baptized: July 12, 2026

PRESENTATION

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united

with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

Parents: We present Beau Christopher Buckholtz for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to have your child baptized into Christ?



Parents: I do.

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted
with responsibilities: to live with him among God's faithful people, bring
him to the word of God and the holy supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer,
the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in his hands the holy
scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that your child may
learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others
and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
I do.

People of God, do you promise to support Beau and pray for his life in
Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the
faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who
are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



BAPTISM

Beau Christopher Buckholtz, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise
them to eternal life.

Sustain Beau with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and
forever.

Amen.

Beau Christopher Buckholz, child of God, you have been sealed by the
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

WELCOME

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we

share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's
creative and redeeming word to all the world.



BAPTISM HYMN Borning Cry ELW 732
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue
to cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life
despite our actions disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s
vision, when all creation rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your
salvation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from
the dead. Set our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation
overwhelm throughout the world (global concerns may be named). God of
grace, hear our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on
school meals, for all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for
the chronically ill who have exhausted their resources, and for local
concerns (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this
summer season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely,
and may visitors find refreshment among us. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout
history. We remember those saints who have gone before us in faith



(especially Bishop Nathan Soderblom, whom the church commemorates
today). God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we
cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.

You may share a sign of peace with your neighbor.

MEAL

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued support with your offering. Offering may be
placed in the offering plate on the table in the rear of the sanctuary, by
mail or our on-line giving.

OFFERTORY HYMN
Come to the Table
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Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
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All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come, and your souls will be fed.
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Come at the Lord’s in - vi - ta - tion; re-ceive from his nail - scarred hand.
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting



life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the
cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and



for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await
his coming in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy
Communion we may know the unity we share with all your people

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

The assembly may be seated. Communion will be served at the altar rail.
Wine or grape juice is available.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.



We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and
forever.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, == one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547

DISMISSAL

We go now to be a light in our community, to make Christ known to all
through nourishing, serving, and faith. Thanks be to God.

Pastor Director of Music
Rev. Karla S. Leiby William Jacavage
Greeter Lector

Robin Heintzelman Mike Erdley

Acolyte Communion Assistant

Allan Lehman Pat Propst



THE CANDLES are presented in honor of the Gearhart Family by Gail
Lehman.

Today we welcome, through Holy Baptism, Beau Christopher Buckholtz
into our St. John’s family.

This month’s special pink envelope 1s designated for ELCA ministries
(Global Mission, Lutheran Disaster Response and AMMPARO)

Quiet Cash/Noisy Coin collection July through December is being
designated for ELCA World Hunger.

Join Us !!!  Sunbury City Band will be having a summer concert here in
Fellowship Hall on July 13% at 7:00 p.m. Come relax and enjoy some
wonderful music.

There will be a Red Cross Blood Drive on Wednesday, July 15%, from
1-6:00 p.m. Please donate for those in need of blood and blood products.

Vacation Bible School will be held July 19-13 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. VBS Registration forms are available on the table in the
rear of the sanctuary.

PRAYERS: Cheryl Glavis; Stephen Stadnecke; Doug Manning, Josie
Crebs; Tionie Gautsch; Pastor Gary Schaffer; Len Zboray; Becky Weller,
Marty Rafter

HOMEBOUND and CONTINUED PRAYERS: Barb Eisley; Jason

Gulden; Helen Snyder; June Diehl; Nevin Brungard; Nancy Hendricks;
Betty Yerg; Jane Ressler; Bill Wagner; David Bartholomew; Marti Row



Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, 1 come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let  my soul, where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may | un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed 1is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here 1s balm for all our woes.
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As Rain from the Clouds
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1 As rain from the clouds will your word come to earth,
2 As  grain that s scat - tered your word has been sown
3 As rays of  the sun shall your word light the  world,
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as snow from the heav - ens re - fresh - ing the land.
on rocks and on road - ways, in ood earth and sand.
a - wak -ing and warm - ing  and eal - ing our land.
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Then soft - en our soil that the good seed may grow
Make fer - tile our soil that the good seed may grow
Then shine in our hearts that the good seed may grow
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and rip - en rich fruit to re - turn to your hand.
and rip - en rich fruit to re - turn to your hand.
and rip - en rich fruit to re - turn to your  hand.
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We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word;
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we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d'ner. for your len - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d'ner, for your ten - der toil.
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We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - ¢r,  for hun - dred - fold yicld,
We  bless you, Dbest farm - cr,  for hun -dred - fold yicld,
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for har - vest  of grace Im  our  once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in our  once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of  grace Im  our  once - bar - ren soil.
. L o L Y
s o ; — — z £ ;
B = > |

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: AFTON WATER, Jonathan E, Spilman, 1812—-1896; arr. hymnal version
Text @ 1983, 2003 GLA Publications, Inc,, 7404 S, Mason Ave,, Chicago, IL G638, www,giamusic,com, 8004223358,

All ights reserved, Usad by peruission,
Arr,© 2003 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibiked wilhoul permission or valid heense [rom copynght administrator.



Borning Cry
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1“1 was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.
2 “When you heard the won-der of the Word I was there to cheer you on;
3 “In the mid-dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no lon - ger young,
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| re - joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un -fold.
you were raised to praise the liv - ing Lord, to whom you now be -long.

I'll be there to guide you through the night, com-plete what I've be - gun.
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I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;

If  you find some-one to share your time and you join your hearts as one,
When the eve - ning gent-ly clos-es in and you shut your wea-ry eyes,
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in a blaze of light you wan-dered off to find where de-mons dwell.”
I'll be there to make your vers - es rhyme from dusk tll ris-ing sun.”
I'll be there as 1 have al- ways been, with just one more sur - prise.”
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4 “I was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold.”

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

") .

b I I I ! pr—— n

Y 4N ) ] I | I I ]

e —————

1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,

0 4

Y I I | I

G . e ., S

e o B
the  peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - ry - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the  fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man  race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed wus, with  your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916—-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




