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GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE 
 
PRELUDE              “Amazing Grace”       Jay Althouse 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, full of compassion and 
mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
Eternal God our creator, 
in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of 
your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty 
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of  
almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives you 
all your sins.  
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING HYMN      “Praise and Thanksgiving”            ELW 689 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
(We Sit) 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 

(We Sit) 
 
 
FIRST READING           Isaiah 44:6-8 
 
6
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the first and 

I am the last; besides me there is no god. 
7
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them  

declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them 
tell us what is yet to be. 

8
Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared 

it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM                    Psalm 86:11-17 

 
11

Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk | in your truth; 
 give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 
12

I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 
 and glorify your name for- | evermore. R 
13

For great is your | love toward me; 
 you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 
14

The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my life; 
 they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 
15

But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 
 slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 
16

Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 
 give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid. 
17

Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to shame; 
 because you, Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me. R 
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SECOND READING                 Romans 8:12-25 
 
12

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
13

for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will live. 

14
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 

15
For you 

did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 

16
it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, 
17

and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

18
I consider that the sufferings of 

this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 
19

For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 

20
for the creation was 

subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21

that 
the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. 

22
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 

until now; 
23

and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

24
For in hope we were 

saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 
25

But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL               Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  
 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
24

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field;

25
but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 
26

So when the plants came up and 
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 

27
And the slaves of the householder came and 

said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds 
come from?’ 

28
He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you 

want us to go and gather them?’ 
29

But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would  
uproot the wheat along with them. 

30
Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at  

harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, 
but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
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36

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 

37
He answered, “The one who sows the 

good seed is the Son of Man; 
38

the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 

39
and the enemy who sowed them is the 

devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
40

Just as the weeds are  
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 

41
The Son of Man will send 

his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
42

and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears 
listen!” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Pastor Ralph 
 

SERMON           Pastor Ralph 

(We Stand) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”           ELW 693 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 
OFFERING 
God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.   
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,  
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through  
the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please  
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 

Anthem       “His Eye is on the Sparrow”   Hal H. Hopson 
 

Why should I feel discouraged? Why should the shadows come?  Why should my heart be lonely  
and long for heaven and home? When Jesus is my portion, my constant friend is he: 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me; 
 

I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free;  
for his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. 

 

“Let not your heart be troubled,” his tender word I hear, and resting on his goodness,  
I lose my doubts and fears; though by the path he leadeth, but one step I may see:  

his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. 
 

Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise, when song gives place to sighing,  
when hope within me dies. I draw the closer to him, from care he sets me free;  

his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. 
 

(We Stand) 
 

OFFERTORY                 ELW 854 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS  

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music        “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”         Rebecca te Velde 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the WOV (Blue) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 
Communion Hymn          “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”          WOV 783 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant 
you the gifts of faith and hope, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN             “As Saints of Old”            ELW 695 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE      “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”         Arthur H. Messiter 
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in celebration of Paul and Gale Harman’s 
60th wedding anniversary on July 23. 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Vernon Hester, Deon Fink, 
  Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary; 
 (11:00)  Alon Cox, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper, Heyward Addy, 
  and Matt Martin 
Cantor/Soloist: Austin Means 
Trumpeter: Jack Jebaily 
Greeters: (8:30) Jim and Marty Nantz; (11:00) Shannon Burnett 
Readers: (8:30) Jane Kennedy; (11:00) Jamie Early 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Sandy Shealy; (11:00) Jamie Early 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Shannon Burnett [C] Luke Wenzel; 
   (11:00)  [A] Ethan Kean [C] Shannon Burnett 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                                     Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 
 

Summer Sunday School Information: 
 

Locations for Adult Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email  
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she  

can add you to the distribution list.  
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Agape Adult Class 
     Room #102 (Closest to Narthex) 

Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR 
     Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room) 

If you are interested in beginning  
a new Sunday School class  

please contact Mrs. Shannon. 


