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[bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20][bookmark: 21][bookmark: 22][bookmark: 23]Text: Ephesians 1:16–23 (BSB) I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in your knowledge of Him. 18I ask that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the hope of His calling, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and the surpassing greatness of His power to us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of His mighty strength, 20which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22And God put everything under His feet and made Him head over everything for the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

I. INTRODUCTION — AUTHORITY BEGINS WITH SIGHT
Authority does not come by intellect — it comes by revelation.
You cannot walk in what you cannot see. You cannot enforce what you cannot perceive. You cannot operate in what has not been revealed.
Paul does not pray for the church to receive more power — He prays for the church to see the power they already have.
Ephesians 1:16–23 is the prayer that turns:
identity → into sight
sight → into understanding
understanding → into activation
Tonight we follow the flow:
Blindness → Illumination → Understanding → Activation

II. BLINDNESS — THE EYES OF THE HEART CAN BE CLOSED
Ephesians 1:18 — “that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened…”
Blindness is not physical. Blindness is not intellectual. Blindness is spiritual.
1. Blindness is the condition of the fallen mind
A. Ephesians 4:17-18 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 18They are darkened in their understanding and alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardness of their hearts. 
B. The Greek word for “darkened” is skotoó (skot-o'-o) — to be covered in shadow, unable to perceive reality, blindness, to be full of darkness
C. Illustration — Greek Theater Lamps
When the lamps went out, the actors were still present, the props still in place — but no one could see any of it.
That’s spiritual blindness.
Authority is still there. 
Identity is still there. 
Inheritance is still there. 
But without illumination, none of it is visible.
Blindness is not the absence of Truth — it’s the inability to see it.
2. You can be saved and still blind
A. Paul is praying for believers. You can be in Christ and still not see what is yours in Christ.
B. Spirit-filled and still blind. 
C. Redeemed and still blind. 
D. Seated with Christ and still blind.
E. Salvation gives identity. 
F. Revelation gives sight.
3. The heart has eyes
A. Not “the eyes of your mind”
B. “The eyes of your heart” — kardia (kar-dee'-ah) your inner man, your spirit man
C. Your spirit has perception 
D. Your inner man has vision
E. Your heart can be: 
F. open or closed
G. clear or clouded
H. enlightened or darkened
I. Your heart is the lens of spiritual reality.
4. The enemy’s first attack is always blindness
A. If he can keep you from seeing who you are in Christ, he can keep you from walking in what you have, in Christ.
B. John 10:10 (BSB) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come that they may have life, and have it in all its fullness.
5. Blindness produces powerlessness
A. A believer with authority but no revelation lives like a believer with no authority at all.
B. This is why many Christians: pray from fear, react to circumstances, tolerate what Jesus conquered, surrender what Christ restored
C. Blindness disconnects your identity from what you experience.

III. ILLUMINATION — REVELATION RESTORES SIGHT
Ephesians 1:17-18 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in your knowledge of Him. 18I ask that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the hope of His calling, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints,
Revelation is not learned — it is given. 
Revelation is not discovered — it is imparted. 
Revelation is not intellectual — it is spiritual.
1. Revelation is not information
A. Information informs the mind. Revelation transforms the heart.
B. Information changes thinking. Revelation changes seeing.
2. The Greek word for “enlightened” — phótizó (fo‑tid'-zo) to flood with light, to illuminate suddenly, to make visible, to enlighten, make to see
A. Illustration — Roman Torch-Bearers
In Roman culture, a phótizó moment happened when a torch‑bearer entered a dark room.
They didn’t bring a candle. They brought a large torch—a flame so bright it instantly revealed everything hidden in the darkness.
Paul is praying constantly for a torch‑level revelation that exposes everything God has already given you, in Christ!
3. Revelation is Heaven’s cure for blindness
A. Blindness hides identity
B. Revelation restores identity 
C. Blindness hides authority
D. Revelation restores: identity, boldness, spiritual perception, authority consciousness

IV. UNDERSTANDING — WHAT PAUL WANTED THE CHURCH TO SEE
Ephesians 1:18-21 I ask that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the hope of His calling, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and the surpassing greatness of His power to us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of His mighty strength, 20which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.

Paul prays for three revelations — three things the eyes of the heart must see.
1. “The hope of His calling” — Identity revealed
A. The hope of His calling is not wishful thinking but it is rooted in new identity, IN Christ.
B. The New Testament is loaded with IN Christ, IN Him, IN Whom, and other prepositions such as: by, with, through in connection with Christ.
C. These are all phótizó moments shining the light on:
1) Who you are IN Christ.
2) What you have IN Christ.
3) What you can do, IN Christ.
D. Calling is not discovered — it is revealed.
E. Revelation shows you who you are.
2. “The riches of His inheritance” — Nature revealed
A. You carry Heaven’s resources on the inside of you.
B. You carry God’s ruling DNA.
C. You carry divine capacity.
D. Revelation shows you what you carry.
3. “The immeasurable greatness of His power” — Authority revealed
A. The same power that raised and seated Christ:
· Resurrection power
· Enthronement power
· Dominion power
B. Paul describes the ranked structure of spiritual government and declares that Christ—and therefore the believer in Christ—is seated above every level of it.
C. And then declares: You are seated FAR ABOVE all of it.
D. Rule — you’re above it. arché — chief ranks, initiating governance.
E. Authority — you outrank it. exousia — delegated jurisdiction and permission.
F. Power — you surpass it. dunamis — operational forces enforcing spiritual agendas.
G. Dominion — you exceed it. kuriotés — territorial rulers over regions and systems.
H. Every name — you’re seated above it. onoma — sickness, fear, trauma, addiction, oppression, pattern, assignment, and spiritual entity named in Heaven, earth, or hell.
I. And then Paul declares:
J. You are seated FAR ABOVE all of it.
K. Revelation shows you where you are seated and what is under your feet.

4. Authority is positional
Ephesians 2:6 — “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him…”
A. The Greek word for “seated” is sugkathizó (soong-kath-id'-zo) to seat together, to enthrone together, joint‑seating, shared authority, co‑enthroned.
B. Authority is not based on feeling — authority is based on position. 
C. You do not “work up” authority. You sit in authority
D. Roman Court Seating —
In Roman courts, seating determined authority.
The higher the seat, the greater the jurisdiction.
The judge sat above everyone else—literally elevated.
When Paul says “far above,” he is using courtroom language.
He is saying: “Your seat is above every other seat in the spiritual government.”

V. ACTIVATION — HOW REVELATION BECOMES AUTHORITY IN MOTION
1. Authority is not activated by emotion
You don’t need to feel powerful — you need to see clearly.
2. Authority is activated by revelation
Sight → boldness → activation → enforcement.
3. Activation begins with confession
You speak from your seat, not your circumstance.
4. Activation requires resistance
James 4:7— “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
A. The Greek word for “flee” is pheugó (fyoo'-go) — to run away in terror and vanish, to flee from your sight
B. Greek Military Term —
The Greek word pheugó was used in military language to describe soldiers on a battlefield who fled in terror when overpowered.
It wasn’t a casual retreat. It was a panic‑driven escape.
James is saying:
“When you resist with revelation, the enemy doesn’t walk away—he runs for his life.”
5. Activation is your responsibility
Authority unused is authority forfeited.

VI. APPLICATION — PRAY FOR ILLUMINATION, NOT INFORMATION
Stop praying for more power — you already have it. Start praying for open eyes.
When the eyes of your heart open: fear breaks, confusion lifts, identity becomes clear, authority becomes natural, boldness rises, and darkness retreats
Revelation is Heaven saying: “Walk in what I’ve already given you.”

VII. DECLARATIONS — EYES ENLIGHTENED
My eyes are enlightened.
My heart is flooded with light.
I see who I am in Christ.
I see what I carry.
I see where I am seated.
I see what is under my feet.
I walk in revelation.
I walk in illumination.
I walk in authority.
I walk in dominion.
Lord, flood my heart with light.
