Welcome to Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
July 5, 2026
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and
intelligent. Jesus associates with those often excluded from the
religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish
desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be
refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are
weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for
our souls.

Welcome: Lord of Life Lutheran Church’s long-standing credo is “We share God’s Love”.

LoL provides a welcoming and safe place for worship, comfort, solace, and reflection. We
are called by Jesus to love God and one another: to practice radical hospitality, and to serve
all without reservation, stipulations or regard to your race, ethnic background, age, gender
expression or identity, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities, socioeconomic
position, family status, or where you are in your faith journey. You are a unique and
beloved child of God. We welcome you to join us in worship and communion and be part
of our commitment to anti-racism, social and economic justice and environmental care.

Worship: Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual
packets available near the entrance to the worship center.

Passing of the Peace: 1t 1s ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people
have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to
situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a
handshake.”

Physical Distancing: 1t is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides
of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space
yourselves accordingly.

Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.

Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the following pages.
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type.
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type.



PRELUDE

Gathering

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,F one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and [ will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus

1

What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
oh, what needless pain we bear--
all because we do not carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy-laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

In his arms he'll take and shield you;
you will find a solace there.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
and also with you.

ELW 742



PRAYER OF THE DAY

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us
for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant
that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

All are seated

Word

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament
and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people
are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

’Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
'"He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

"I As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

' Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 145:8-14

®The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
" LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
'Y All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
' They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
' that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
" Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion
endures throughout all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all
your works.
'“The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but
do not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus
Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

15T do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want,
but I do the very thing I hate. ' Now if I do what I do not want, I
agree that the law is good. !"But in fact it is no longer I who do it but
sin that dwells within me. '®For I know that the good does not dwell
within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close
at hand, but not the ability. ' For I do not do the good I want, but the
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evil I do not want is what I do. ?° Now if I do what I do not want, it is
no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.

21So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil
lies close at hand. ?* For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self,
“but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. 2* Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from
this body of death? 2> Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our

Lord!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands as they are comfortable
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Alleluia. Blessed are you, Lord of heav’n and earth; you have
revealed these things to infants. Alleluia. (Matt. 11:25)

THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] '° “To what will I compare this
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling
to one another,

'"“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

'"“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon’; '’ the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say,
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

“7 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; *° yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will. °” All things have been handed over to me by
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.

8 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. *” Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. °’ For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

All are seated.

SERMON Pastor Adam Dowd

(Leave Blank)



HYMN OF THE DAY Black Man Dan Schwartz

Response to the Word
The assembly stands as they are comfortable.

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of
the Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

All are seated.



THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures,
and movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too
heavy, that we may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common
home through war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted,
guide us to lovingly tend. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation
marks its declaration of independence, teach us our part in
announcing peace for future generations. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to
fear, who have become isolated or ill, or who are in any

need especially Lee Ann, Jenna, Art, Vernette, Roberta, Judy, Linda,
Paul, Toni, Kerry, Jim, Caryl, and Gale. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we
wish to do. Free us from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all
know your liberation. God of grace,

receive our prayer.



God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across
communities of trust and goodwill. As we remember those now gone
to eternal rest, we thank you for the gifts of life together. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness,
we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ
Jesus.

Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with

phrases like “Peace be with you.” If you have your phone available,
text a word of peace to someone who is worshiping alones

OFFERING AND PRAYER

The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts,
ourselves included, God has given us.
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.
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Meal

The assembly stands as they are comfortable.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER...

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed 1n the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
13



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and
ascension,

and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us “PRAY " the prayer that
Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION

All are seated. Please take time to prepare yourselves and your
communion elements.

We prioritize people with mobility issues. We invite you to come

forward in your own time and take a position at the altar that is most
accessible for you.

SONG DURING COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

Sending

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

May the Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy,

The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.

Amen

SENDING HYMN Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory

ELW 890

1  Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;
he 1s trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are

stored;

he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword:

his truth is marching on.
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Refrain
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
His truth is marching on.

2 He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
he 1s sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat.
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on.

Refrain
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
His truth is marching on.

3 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me.
As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free,
while God is marching on.

Refrain
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
His truth is marching on.

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
17



From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission

Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland

We thank you for your ministry here today:

Presiding Minister Pastor Adam Dowd

Assisting Minister Bob and Elsy Eggert

Lector Judy Padera

Pianist Nick Tangorra

Guitarist Christopher Vincent and Pastor Adam Dowd

Greeters Arlene Danielson

Ushers Ray Silhan IIT and Bruce Danielson

Acolyte Judy Padera

Video Arlene Danielson and Sherry Sejnost

Announcements

7-5-2026

Wine and Candles this month are provided by Judy Padera for the
celebration of her 51st wedding anniversary.

Flowers today are provided by Trish Oldham for thanksgiving of
our freedom and independence.

Lunch Bunch We will meet at Stevens, 2393 63rd Street, Woodridge
on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 11:30 AM. If you are interested in
attending, please RSVP to Elaine Sherman at 708-638-2642. Please
plan to pay with cash, as cash is preferred by the restaurant.

Senior Spirits We will not meet in July. The next meeting will be
August 20, 2026 with the usual potluck.

Outdoor Worship Join us as we take our worship outside on
Wednesday, July 22, 2026 at 6:30 pm. We’ll gather under the open
sky to celebrate God’s presence in His creation. Invite your friends
and family to this special time of praise and fellowship.
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Paint with Pastor Unleash your inner artist and join Pastor Adam for
an evening of creativity and fellowship on July 24, 2026. He will go
step by step in having you create your own painting to take home.
Don't forget to sign up to secure a spot. Can't wait to see you there.

Last Week’s Giving — $3072.00
Electronic Donation for the month of June - $1784.62

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE

Sunday 7/5 10:00 AM  Worship

12:00 PM Loving Word
Tuesday 7/7 5:00 PM Overeaters Anonymous
Wednesday 7/8 10:00 AM  Bible Study

7:00 PM One Day at a Time
Friday 7/10 9:30 AM Cards
Saturday 7/11 9:00 AM SDA

12:30 PM SDA Luncheon
Sunday 7/12 10:00 AM  Worship

12:00 PM Loving Word
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