Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost J L
July 5, 2026

Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in

the pews. \\ /

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, A 4
whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silent for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” Red Book #888
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beau - ti-ful for spa - cious skies, for am - ber waves of  grain,
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O beau-ti-ful for he - roes proved in lib - er - at - ing strife,
O beau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be-yond the years
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for  pur- ple moun-tain maj - es -ties a - bove the fruit-ed plain:

who more than self their coun-try loved, and mer - cy more than life:
thine al - a- bas-ter cit - ies gleam,un - dimmed by hu-man tears:
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A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-ca! God shed his grace on thee,
A - mer - i-cal A-mer - i-ca! May God thy gold re - fine,
A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-ca! God mend thine ev - 'ry flaw,
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and crown thy good with broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing  sea.
till  all suc-cess be no - ble-ness, and ev-’ry gain di - vine.
con - firm thy soul in self-con-trol, thy lib-er - ty in law.

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929
Music: MATERNA, Samuel A. Ward, 1848-1903

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

Faith Lutheran Church
2206 Washington Rd.
Washington, IL 61571
Website and online worship:
www _shareourfaith org
Church: 309-745-9306
faithlth@shareourfaith org
Pastor Mike Rahlf

Home: 563-495-3485
pastor@shareourfaith org
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the

Lord. Lord,

N

|
by
P
[7)
s &

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -




Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a
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- tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia.
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P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may
believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading — Zechariah 9:9-12 Pew Bible #766
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!

See, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 He will cut off the chariot from
Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you also, because of the
blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless
pit. 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will
restore to you double.

R The Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God

Psalm 145:8-14

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding

in steadfast love.

?Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.

10 A1l your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless you.
1 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power,

12 that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your
kingdom.

B Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
throughout all ages. You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all
your works.

14 The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.



Second Reading — Romans 6:1b-11 Pew Bible #914

151 do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the
very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is

good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For
I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire
to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I
want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it
1s no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 21 So I find it to be a law
that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the
law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. 24 Wretched person that [ am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - 1a. Al-le-1lu - i1a.



Gospel Reading — Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 Pew Bible #786
C Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] ' “To what will I compare this generation? It is
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, !” ‘We played
the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a

demon’; !” the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is
vindicated by her deeds.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed
them to infants; 2 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 2’ All things have
been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him. 2 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. ** For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf
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Sermon Hymn: “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” Red Book #608
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1 Soft - ly and ten-der -ly Je-sus is call - ing, call - ing for
2 Why should we tar - ry when Je -sus is plead-ing, plead -ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom-ised for
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you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me?  Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer - cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned,he has mer-cy and par- don,
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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You who are wea-ry, come home.” Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
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Je-sus is call-ing, call - ing, “O sin - ner, come home!”
Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909

Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompson

Apostles’ Creed

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “God of grace,” please
respond, “hear our prayer.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ﬁ&%

ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

) ) Faith Lutheran website
Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the link
website with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during
communion.
Offering Prayer

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution




Communion Hymn: “My Country, Tis of Theee” Book #10
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My country, ’tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing: land where my
fathers died, land of the pilgrims’ pride, from ev’ry mountainside let
freedom ring.

My native country, thee, land of the noble free, thy name I love; I love thy
rocks and rills, thy woods and templed hills; my heart with rapture thrills
like that above.

Let music swell the breeze, and ring from all the trees sweet freedom’s song;
let mortal tongues awake; let all that breathe partake; let rocks their silence
break, the sound prolong.

Our fathers’ God, to thee, author of liberty, to thee we sing: long may our
land be bright with freedom’s holy light. Protect us by thy might, great God,
our king.

Text: Samuel F. Smith, 1808-1895

Communion Prayer

P

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen



Closing Hymn: “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” Red Book #890
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1 Mine eyes have seen the glo - ry of the com - ing of  the Lord;
2 He has sound-ed forth the trum - pet that shall nev - er call re- treat;
3 In the beau - ty of the lil - ies Christ was born  a-cross the sea,
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he is tram-pling out the vin - tage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
he is sift - ing out the hearts of men be - fore his judg-ment seat.
with a glo - ry in his bos - om that trans-fig - ures you and me.
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he has loosed the fate - ful light-ning of his ter - ri-ble swift sword:
Oh, be swift, my soul, to an - swer him; be ju - bi-lant, my feet!
As he died to make menho - ly, let us live to make men free,
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his truth is march - ing on.
Our God 18 march - ing on.
while God 1s march - ing on.
Refrain
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Glo - ry, glo-ry!Hal-1le - lu - jah! Glo - ry, glo-ry!Hal-le - lu - jah!
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Glo - ry, glo-ry!'Hal-le - lu - jah! His truth is march-ing on.

Text: Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910
Music: BATTLE HYMN, North American, 19th cent

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God!

Postlude
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