
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Sunday, July 5, 2026 

6th Sunday after Pentecost 

INTRODUCTION 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. The 
prophet describes an everlasting realm that contrasts with earthly nations, one 
marked by peace, humility, and freedom. Jesus associates with those excluded 
from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with selfish desires; we la-
ment flawed systems; and we seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather 
around word, water, and meal by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are 
weary.” Here we find rest for our souls and hope for life in beloved community. 
 

 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The July Noisy Offering collection will go to St. Mark’s playground fund. 
Linda Cagle will be playing the organ today. 
The flowers today are from Janis & Janet Krievins, in celebration of their 45th wedding anniversary. 
Happy Anniversary! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
source of hope in every nation, 
rest for the weary, 
glory and peace to the ends of the earth. 
Amen. 
Let us bring every burden to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of all mercy, 
we have sinned against you, 
our neighbors, and your creation. 
Within ourselves and our communities, 
our desire to do what is good 
is at war with the evil that dwells in us. 
We lament the evil that holds us captive. 
We repent of the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us 
for lives of compassion and courage 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
All-merciful, Almighty God 
forgive you all your sins 

through the grace of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
and by the Spirit’s power 
strengthen you in doing what is good. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW  742, vs. 1 & 2 

 
Greeting page 98 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 98 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE page 101 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
You are great, O God,  
and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, 
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12  
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. 
Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of 
hope.” 
 
 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 See, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
 
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
 all our sins and griefs to bear! 
 What a privilege to carry 
 ev'rything to God in prayer! 
 Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
 oh, what needless pain we bear-- 
 all because we do not carry 
 ev'rything to God in prayer! 
  

2 Have we trials and temptations? 
 Is there trouble anywhere? 
 We should never be discouraged-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Can we find a friend so faithful 
 who will all our sorrows share? 
 Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886 



 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 
 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 145:8-14  
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8) 
 
 8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 9 Lord, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 10 All your works shall praise you, O Lord, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12 that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures  
        throughout all ages. 
  You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down.  
 
 



Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a  
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it 
and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free 
from such a futile existence. 
 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 
very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 
But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know 
that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do 
the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, 
but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no 
longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 
  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my mem-
bers another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of 
sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me 
from this body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation pg. 102  
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 11th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 11: 25-30  
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the  
Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive 
what God has to offer. 
 
  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be-
cause you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have re-
vealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things 
have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and 



learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Kris Dietzen  
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 608 

 
APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
 
1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watch-

ing, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 
Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is plead-
ing, 

 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his 

mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has prom-

ised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and 

pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 
Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession  
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every na-
tion. Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Over-
come our timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is 
being thwarted. Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they 
center your people in the gospel. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the At-
lantic to the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples 
over many centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder 
at what you have fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future 
generations. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your 
own divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a 
united people that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of 
America marks its declaration of independence, give those whom we have en-
trusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so 
that both here and abroad, justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who 
live with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace 
people seeking refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neigh-
bors fearing those they once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any op-
pression and need, especially these we name before you now (a brief silence). 
God of grace, 



hear our prayer. 
We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, exe-
cuted for protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and 
those who have died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed 
services, peace officers, advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with those 
who have gone before us (especially), and with saints of every tribe and nation, 
into the holy city you have prepared. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
 

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY ELW 182 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 108 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  



INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: 
Taste and know that God is good to all. 
 

COMMUNION   
 

COMMUNION SONG pg. 112 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  469 

ELW 471 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

By Your Hand You Feed Your People  
 
1 By your hand you feed your people, 

food of angels, heaven's bread. 
For these gifts we did not labor,  
by your grace have we been fed: 

 
Refrain 

Christ's own body, blessed and broken, 
cup o'er flowing, life outpoured, 
given as a living token  
of your world redeemed, restored. 
 

 

2 In this meal we taste your sweetness, 
bread for hunger, wine of peace. 
Holy word and holy wisdom 
satisfy our deepest needs.  Refrain 
 

3 Send us now with faith and courage 
to the hungry, lost, bereaved. 
In our living and our dying, 
we become what we receive:  Refrain 
 

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952 
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 
 

Let Us Break Bread Together 
 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
 let us break bread together on our knees. 
 
Refrain 
 When I fall on my knees, 
 with my face to the rising sun, 
 O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
 let us drink wine together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
 let us praise God together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

 

http://www.giamusic.com/


PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, God of heaven and earth, 
that you fill our deepest need 
with the very gift of Jesus Christ, 
broken and poured out for us. 
Pour us out into a broken world. 
Channel our common life 
toward the common good, 
following the way our Savior leads us 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
The Author of life, 
the Word of salvation, 
the Breath of new birth, 

☩ one God, bless you 
and equip you for living and serving, 
today and every day. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  551, vs. 1 & 2 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
 
1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 
 we go in Jesus' name 
 to bring glad tidings to the poor, 
 God's favor to proclaim. 
 
 
 

 
2 We go to comfort those who mourn 
 and set the burdened free; 
 where hope is dim, to share a dream 
 and help the blind to see. 
 
 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publica-
tions, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213.  



St. Mark’s members: 

The people of St. Mark’s, 

Pastor Kris Dietzen, 

Lucas Niccoli,  

Mark Schmideskamp, 

Jami Schmideskamp, 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends: 

Adam, cousin of Nancy Bryer, 

Nephew of Amanda Sibson, 

Roger Trester, father of Linda Cagle, 

Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member, 

Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,  

Patty, friend of Vicki Larson, 

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade, 

Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins, 

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,  

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer, 

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewski,  

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen  

Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


