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US SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL (1776-2026)

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
The yoke of discipleship (Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30)

SUNDAY, JuLY 5, 2026 | 10:00 AMm

Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God's grace through
Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel.
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WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH!

It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the Spirit's
loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal.

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with
your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It
is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner
of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office.

RECONCILING 2z CHRIST

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul's message to the Galatians (3:28):
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ,
and created in God's image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into
the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing
diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities and expressions,
sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit
ourselves to racial equity, breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all
are beloved.

FOR PASTORAL CARE

The Reverend Jay Serafin is our pastor. Pastor Jay's schedule is noted in the calendar on
the back of this bulletin. Call Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or email him at j80j84@msn.com
(preferred) or pastor.apostles@gmail.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles
answering machine 804-693-9098.

PRAYGROUND

Welcome to our youngest members! The area in the front of our sanctuary is for families
and young children. There are quiet toys, books and drawing materials. We ask two things:
1) sit in the front pews near your children and 2) please sit with your children in the
pews during the sermon. They may return immediately after. Thank you and welcome!

NAME TAGS

Please wear your nametag! Guests: please fill out and put on a name tag before worship
today. Blank nametags are in the baskets located in the pews.




GATHERING

The mystery of God's ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. The prophet
describes an everlasting realm that contrasts with earthly nations, one marked by peace, humility,
and freedom. Jesus associates with those excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we
struggle with selfish desires; we lament flawed systems; and we seek God's mercy and forgiveness.
We gather around word, water, and meal by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are
weary.” Here we find rest for our souls and hope for life in beloved community.

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER

Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest
treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please rise in body or in spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the weary,

glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
Amen.

Let us bring every burden to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy,
we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within
ourselves and our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war
with the evil that dwells in us. We lament the evil that holds us captive. We
repent of the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Rescue
us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of compassion and courage through
our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

All-merciful, AiImighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of + Jesus Christ, and

by the Spirit's power strengthen you in doing what is good.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

ELW #634

“All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!”
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1 All hail the pow’r of Je-sus’name!Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 0 seed of Is - rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call—
4 Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car-nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
The God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.

5 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe

on this terrestrial ball

to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.

6 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng

we at his feet may fall!

We'll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all.

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts. 1-4; J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, sts. 5-6
Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1765-1844

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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al-le -lu-1a, al-1le - lu - ia. 1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A -  men.
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0 Final refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - lu - ia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in

justice and freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and

harmony, but above all things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to

your name and blessings to all peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Sit
FIRST READING ZECHARIAH 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of
God'’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
0He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.



" As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

Response after the First Reading
The word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God.

PsSALM PsALm 145:8-14

8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
°Lord, you are ! good to all,

and your compassion is over ! all your works. R

10 All your works shall praise ! you, O Lord,
and your faithful I ones shall bless you.
""They shall tell of the glory ! of your kingdom
and speak ! of your power,
12that all people may know ! of your power
and the glorious splendor ! of your kingdom.
3Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion
endures through- | out all ages.
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in ! all your works.
4The Lord upholds all I those who fall
and lifts up those who | are bowed down. R

SECOND READING ROMANS 7:15-25A

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we
know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

51 do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing |
hate. '®* Now if I do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. "/ But in fact it is no
longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. "® For | know that the good does not dwell
within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the
ability. " For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. 2 Now if | do
what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me.
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21So | find it to be a law that, when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For |
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 22 but | see in my members another law at war
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. 2*Wretched person that | am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? 22 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Response after the Second Reading
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or in spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
0 u i
G Tt e, T s
\\av4 — — I | i [ _— — | 1
J ' — g | —)
Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
N u \ f—
A T r— . P — Py I — |
S et e, ] L
| — | | b
J g '
words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ja. Al-le-1lu - ia.

The gospel is announced.
Gift From Creator (Matthew) tells the Good Story.

Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 11:16-19, 25-30
HONORING GIFT OF GOODWILL (JOHN)

16“This generation, what can | compare them to? They are like children at a trading post,
teasing each other, saying, 7'You did not dance when we played the drum! You did not cry
when we played a sad flute song.’

18Gift of Goodwill John) did not feast or drink wine, but they say, ‘He has an evil spirit.’ '*The
True Human Being comes feasting and drinking and they say, ‘He eats too much and is a
drunk, a friend of tribal tax collectors and outcasts! But wisdom is like a mother who knows
what her children are doing and can see right through them.”



FATHER AND SON
Creator Sets Free (Jesus) turned his eyes to the sky and sent his voice to the Great Spirit.
25" honor you, O Great Father, Maker of earth and sky,” he prayed, “for you have hidden

these things from the ones who are wise in their own eyes but have shown them to the
humble of heart. 26Yes, my Father, it has made your heart glad to see this day come.”

Then he turned to the ones who walked the road with him.

27"My Father has put everything into my hands,” he said with a solemn voice. “Only the
Father knows the Son and only the Son knows the Father. No one can know the Father in his
fullness unless the Son makes him known.”

Then he lifted his eyes to the horizon as if he were speaking to all the world.

28“Come close to my side, you whose hearts are on the ground, you who are pushed down
and worn out, and | will refresh you. #Follow my teachings and learn from me, for | am
gentle and humble of heart, and you will find rest from your troubled thoughts. 3®Walk side
by side with me and | will share in your heavy load and make it light.”

The gospel concludes:
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
SERMON PASTOR JAY SERAFIN
Silence is kept after the reflection.

Please rise in body or in spirit.
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #841
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”
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1 Lift ev-'ry voice and sing  till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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ring with the har - mo - nies of lib - er - ty.
felt in the days when hope un - born had  died;
thou who hast brought us thus  far on the  way;

0 u \

T I . . ID- " . l\l I

O 5 o | L.

J T 1 I ' 1
Let our re - joic - ing rise high as the lis - t'ning skies,
yet with a stead - y beat, have not our wea - ry feet
thou who hast by thy might led us in - to the light,
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let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing  sea.
come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?
keep us for - ev - er in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that the pres - ent has brought  us;
we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,

lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for - get thee;
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be -  gun,
out from the gloom-y past, till now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us march  on till  vic - to - 1y is won.
where the  white gleam of  our bright star is cast.
true to our God, true to  our na - tive  land.

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938
Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING, J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954
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APOSTLES CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right
hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God's steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

12



SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share a sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you to which we respond
And also with you. Please know that it is fine if you do not want to shake hands but would rather
just share a sign of peace.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Sit
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
To give online:

-+ Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions

-+ From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453

OFFERTORY HYMN ELW #186
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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Please rise in body or in spirit
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines
and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving your
love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The great thanksgiving continues.
... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The great thanksgiving continues.
... we declare the revolutionary mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.
The great thanksgiving concludes.
... now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: Taste and know that God is good to all.
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Sit
COMMUNION

All are invited to join us at the Lord's table to receive the presence of Jesus through the bread and
wine. Jesus himself invites you and Jesus turns no one away.

You will be invited to come forward either to receive the elements or to receive a blessing. For
those receiving the elements, after receiving the bread, please take a glass from the tray held by
the acolyte. There are pre-filled glasses of grape juice in the tray for those who do not drink wine.
Gluten free wafers are also available upon request.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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HYMN DURI

NG COMMUNION

ELW #779

“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”
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1 A - maz - ing grace!l— how  sweet the sound— that
2 'Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has  brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my  shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

After all have returned to their places, all rise in body or in spirit.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need
with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a
broken world. Channel our common life toward the common good, following the
way our Savior leads us now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world.

AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION IN Civic LIFE

You are chosen and named as God's beloved. You have received the gift of Christian
vocation, a holy calling lived out in various dimensions of your life, your
relationships and communities, your work and your rest. Daily and richly we live in
the promises of holy baptism, sustained by grace to trust God, proclaim Christ
through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for
justice and peace.

| ask you, therefore: Will you endeavor to pattern your life on Jesus Christ, in
gratitude to God and in service to others?
I will, and | ask God to help me.

Will you strive to pursue the common good in public life, nurturing mutual care
among neighbors near and far?
I will, and | ask God to help me.

Will you pledge to bear witness in word and action, commending what is true and
right, renouncing what is unjust and harmful, and working to mend what is flawed?
I will, and | ask God to help me.

Sovereign God, your Son Jesus lived within the structures of society even as he
spoke truth to those in power and challenged systems of oppression. Give to your
servants courage, patience, and vision in their commitment to serve in Christ's
name. Empower us all in our Christian vocation to be courageous disciples and
responsible citizens. Grant that our life in the public realm be grounded in love for
our neighbors, care for the most vulnerable, and respect for the common life we
share, through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.
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BLESSING

The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, -+ one God, bless
you and equip you for living and serving, today and every day.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN
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ELW #3888

for Spacious Skies”

{ty”> - K T f | -
Ve ¢ o
1 O beau-ti-ful for spa- cious skies, for am - ber waves of  grain,
2 O beau-ti-ful for he - roes proved in lib - er - at - ing strife,
3 O beau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be-yond the years
Q 1|D ! ) > [
o>—, e . ——— —
\1%, CE— ) B — [ [ @ T
J - ¢ I ' '
for  pur- ple moun-tain maj - es - ties a - bove the fruit-ed plain:
who more than self their coun-try loved, and mer - cy more than life:
thine al - a- bas-ter cit - ies gleam,un - dimmed by hu-man tears:
e . 5 1
2 I g
[ (4 | IY) I I l i gl i l{’
A - A - mer - i-ca! God shed his grace on thee,
A - A - mer - i-cal May God thy gold re - fine,
A - A - mer - i-ca! God mend thine ev - ry flaw,
0 |
)7 T — " I
i 3 —
Y | ht | " A — Lam— o | {
and thy good with broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing  sea.
till suc-cess be  no - ble-ness, and ev-’ry gain di - vine.
con - firm i self - con-trol, thy lib-er - ty in law.

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929
Music: MATERNA, Samuel A. Ward, 1848-1903

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

*ekkkkhkkk
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APOSTLES LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Today we gather on the original and ancestral homelands of the Pamunkey, Mattaponi,
Chickahominy, Rappahannock, and Nansemond peoples and we give thanks for their
presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all our
indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.

WORSHIP LEADERS

Serving Today Serving Next Week
Worship Leader/Preacher. Pastor Jay Serafin ... ... Pastor Jay Serafin
Lay Assisting Minister Irene Albert Pete Liljeberg
Lector Irene Albert Karen Johnston
Acolyte David Muse Chase Ambrose
Accompanist Kathy Merithew . ... Kathy Merithew
Altar Care Alberts Betsy Liljeberg
CommunionBread . Alberts Betsy Liljeberg
Greeter/Usher . Heinz Albert Betsy Liljeberg
Technology . . Chris Hawkins Doug Dalager
SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK
Serving This Week Serving Next Week
Cleaning Team . . ... AlBeItS Liljebergs
Tellers . Betsy Liljeberg/Barbara Runk ___ Linda Hodges/Chris Hawkins
FellowshipSetUp ... .. ... Caring Community ... Jennie Hawkins
FellowshipFood . ... ... ... ... Alberts . Ellen Quirk/Donna Ambrose
FellowshipCleanUp ... .. AlBeItS e Tonia Fallin

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13 Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

The growth of the word to accomplish God'’s purpose Live according to the Spirit
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Your paths overflow with plenty. The parable of the sower and the seed
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AMERICA AT 250: HOLDING GRATITUDE AND HUMILITY

Dear church,

As we look toward the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, many
of us will celebrate with fireworks, parades and barbecues. Independence Day often
brings us together with family and friends. Yet there is more that connects us than
our communal celebrations. We are also connected through a common vision.
Signed in 1776, the Declaration of Independence proclaims a vision of equality for
all people. While there were other nations pushing for equality at the time, the
declaration was and is a monumental document in the way it names the aspiration
so boldly. As we observe and celebrate the 250th anniversary of that signing, we
also affirm the vision of freedom and equality it casts. We can be grateful. And with
contrition and humility, we acknowledge all the ways we have failed to embody that
vision. As members of this church, we are called to “pray, participate in, and
advocate for civic life in the United States that reflects God's activity and call, which
seek both the well-being of all people and a creation marked by justice and peace.”
As Lutherans, we know the importance of naming realities for what they are. As
citizens, we confess the ways we have not yet realized the vision of the Declaration
of Independence and, more importantly, as Christians we confess the ways we have
participated in or been complicit in failures to live into the vision God provides. This
vision is rooted in creation and redemption. God crafts each person in God's own
image and sends Jesus Christ to redeem us, setting us free to follow Christ's new
commandment to love one another. The history of the United States is complex,
and all too often we have fallen short of our stated values. Indigenous peoples
across this land have been forced to cede their ancestral homes and pushed to
reservations. Women and men have been prevented from voting because of their
sex and race and spat on and jailed when they demanded their rights. Japanese
American families were interned during World War Il. Queer and transgender
people’s lives are obstructed by federal and state orders. There is a photograph of
Elizabeth Eckford, one of the nine Black teenagers who integrated Little Rock Central
High School in Little Rock, Ark., in 1957. Books under her arm, she faces forward as
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angry white people crowd behind her. She was just trying to go to school. Holding
both the failures and the vision in our hearts and minds, | invite us to ask ourselves,
“What does it mean to celebrate a promise that is real and yet still unfolding? What
does it mean to be a people who always live in ‘the already but not yet”? This is a
central question for us not only as we mark the anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence but also in our daily lives as people of faith. The
prophets repeatedly remind us of the vision God casts for all of creation, and they
call us to account when, as God's own people, we fall short. When we fall short, we
remember we are rooted in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We think, speak and
live out faith through God's future. God's future is resurrection. As a church, we are
turned not only to the past but to the future God is making possible right now
through us as we love and serve others. As we celebrate 250 years of the
Declaration of Independence, we can hold gratitude and humility, possibilities and
shortcomings. We continue to live in the already and the not-yet. And we hold fast
to the most important promise of all: the presence of God with us, the power of the
resurrection of Christ, the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit and the ever-unfolding
grace of God. We celebrate this occasion neither as a perfect nation nor as a perfect
church but as a people held in God's grace and called into community in service to
all neighbors and for the sake of the world God so loves.

In Christ,

The Rev. Yehiel Curry

Presiding Bishop

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO...

Betsy, Pete and Chris Liljeberg and their family upon the death of Betsy's father,
Arnold Schrader, on Sunday, June 28th. Betsy has travelled to Las Vegas to be with
her mother, Dorothy.

CONGRATULATIONS TO...

Pastor Jay upon the 36™ anniversary of his ordination on July 9™!!
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

Rich Bitting, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Heidi Henderson,
Ellen Kendzierski, Doug Leip, Cyndi Lowe, Ellen Quirk, Michael Schlemmer, Ray Scholz,
Keith & Juanita Sturdy, George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, Sue Turner and Lena Woodlief

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Patricia Armentor (mother of Arlene, Executive Director of Gloucester Mathews Care Clinic),
Paul Bauer, Karen Bell (Pam Moore's sister), Bob & Dixie, Calli Bonfey, Patricia Boyd &
Brad Zelmer, Amanda Brown, David Brown, Dennis & Dorothy Brown, Sally Burkholder,

Juan Carlos, Amy Carter, Laura Clodfelter, Jackie Collier, Ben Davis (friend of Donna
Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Jenny DeSha, Linda Edwards, Colton Elliot (Michael
Schlemmer’s cousin), Teresa Floersheim-Miller (Ingrid Peterson’s mother),
Suzanne & Frank Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita Sturdy’s grandson), Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris
Hawkins' family), Carl Greene, Karen Guire, Melvin Hawkins (Chris Hawkins' father),
Chaneice & Daniel Hayden, Rosie Heins, Carl & Kaleb Hess, Aris Hibbs (friend of Ray
Scholz), Ray Hughes, Suzanne Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk), Terri Larsen, Marion Lucier,
Wayne Mathews, Wayne McCormick, Sylvia Midgette (Krystle McMahan's grandmother),
Debbie Minteins, Keith Morgan, Gary Mowery, Jamie Mullaney, Carol Pascale (Lynn
Jaeger's mother), Chastity Perkins (co-worker and friend of Donna Ambrose), Brad Person (Lilly
Frost's uncle), Dick Peterson & his brother, the Prusa Family, Joan Ritter,

Glen Robertson, Pastor Wendy Roundy, Carol Schlemmer, Daniel Schmidt, Michael Scholz
(Ray Scholz's nephew), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay's father), Kathy Shackleford,

Elana Sierson, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Jean Sterling, Skye Sulton, Marier Upshrie,
Keegan Walls, Williams Walters, Chuck Webb (Tina Britt's father), Makenzie Webb (Tina Britt's
niece), Elizabeth & Steven White, Vicki Williams, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright (Judy Wright's
husband), Logan & Shannon Wymer, Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose)

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA

Amayra, Hugolino, Manuela, and Pablo

PRAYER REQUESTS

There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests you have
for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the offering plate to add
a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly!
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TobAY

MoNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
JuLy 5, 2026 - JuLy 12, 2026

10:00 AM
11:00 AM

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
7:00 PM

7:00 PM

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
6:00 PM

6:30 PM

10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Worship Service
250" Celebration (Games
Good Food, and Fellowship)

Pastor Jay in the Office
AA

Al-Anon/AA

Pastor Jay in the Office
Adult Bible Study

Girl Scouts
Young and Sober

Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship

THANKYou ToO...

Kathy Merithew for playing for our service this morning!!!

HAPPY BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAY TO ...
Matthew Hautz, Jr. - July 7%
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