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WELCOME
Please stand

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C: And also with you.

OPENING HYMN O Beautiful For Spacious Skies ELW 888
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I O beau-ti-ful for spa-cious skies, for am - ber waves of  grain,
2 O beau-ti-ful for he - roes proved in lib - er - at - ing strife,
3 O beau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be-yond the years
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for  pur- ple moun-tain maj - es-ties a - bove the fruit-ed plain:
who more than self their coun-try loved, and mer - cy more than life:
thine al - a- bas-ter cit - ies gleam,un - dimmed by hu-man tears:
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A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-ca! God shed his grace on thee,
A - mer - i-cal A-mer - i-cal May God thy gold re - fine,
A - mer - i-cal A-mer - i-cal God mend thine ev - ‘ry flaw,
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and crown thy good with broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing sea.
till all suc-cess be  no - ble-ness, and ev-'ry gain di - vine.
con- firm thy soul in self-con-trol, thy lib-er -ty in law.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
source of hope in every nation,

rest for the weary,

glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
C: Amen.

P: Let us bring every burden to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God of all mercy,

C: we have sinned against you,

our neighbors, and your creation.
Within ourselves and our communities,
our desire to do what is good

is at war with the sin that dwells in us
and holds us captive.

We repent of the evil we have done—
known and unknown,

and the evil done on our behalf.
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us
for lives of compassion and courage
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.”

In the name of Almighty God, Creator, Savior *F , and Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

C: Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and
freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony, but above
all things give us faith in you, that we may call upon you, know you, and serve you, through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

FIRST READING Zechariah 9:9-12
A: A reading from the Book of Zechariah, the ninth chapter.

?Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
1 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON



SECOND READING Galatians 5:1,13-17a, 19-26
A: A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Galatians, the fifth chapter.

'For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery.

[St. Paul writes] '*For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become servants to one
another. * For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” 1 If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not
consumed by one another.

161 say, live by the Spirit so that you may not gratify the desires of the flesh. !” For what
the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the
flesh... " Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity,
debauchery, % idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,
factions, ' envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned
you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, 2 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. ** And those who
belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 2° If we live by the Spirit,
let us also be guided by the Spirit. 2 Let us not become conceited, competing against one another,
envying one another.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] ' “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

17“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; ' the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors
and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 2® yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. ” All things have been handed over to me by my Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. ¥ Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. ** For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE



HYMN This is My Song ELW 887
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1 This is my song, O God of all the na- tions,
2 My coun - try’s skies are  blu -er than the o - cean,
3 This s my prayer, O God of all earth’s king-doms,
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a song of peace for lands a - far and mine.
and sun - light beams on clo - ver-leaf and pine.
your king - dom come; on ecarth your will be done.
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This is my home, the coun-try where my heart is;
But oth - er lands have  sun-light too, and clo - ver,
O God, be litt - ed up till all shall serveyou,
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here are my hopes, my dreams, my ho - ly shrine;
and skies are ev - ry - where as blue as  mine.
and hearts u nit - ed learn to live as  one.
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but oth - er hearts in oth - er lands are beat-ing
So  hear my song, O God of all the na-tions,
So hear my prayer, O God of all the na-tions;
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with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
a song of  peace for their land and for mine.
my - self I give you; let your will be done.




THE PRAYERS

P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us pray for the church, the nations, and all of creation.
A brief'silence.

P: ...God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
C: Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please be seated

THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

In gratitude to God we give out of the abundance that God has given us.

Please stand
OFFERING PRAYER

P: Blessed are you, O God,

For amber waves of grain,

fruitful vines and winepresses,

for our labor and our rest,

for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer

into the banquet of your compassion,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise:

beyond the stars; beneath the sea;

within each cell; with every breath.

C: We praise you, O God.

P: Generations bless your faithfulness:

through the water; by night and day;

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
C: We bless you, O God.

P: We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.

C: We thank you, O God.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of
faith:

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit:

in our gathering; within this meal;

among your people; throughout the world.

C: Come, Holy Spirit!



P: Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, One God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.
C: Amen.

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Please be seated

COMMUNION

This is God’s table so all are welcome to join the feast.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.

P: Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven:
Taste and know that God is good to all.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: We thank you, God of heaven and earth,
that you fill our deepest need

with the very gift of Jesus Christ,

broken and poured out for us.

Pour us out into a broken world.

Channel our common life

toward the common good,

following the way our Savior leads us

now and forever.

C: Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING OF APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT PARTICIPANTS

BLESSING

P: The Author of life,

the Word of salvation,

the Breath of new birth,

+ one God, bless you

and equip you for living and serving,
today and every day.

C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Build Your kingdom here

Let the darkness fear

Show Your mighty hand

Heal our streets and land

Set Your church on fire

Win this nation back

Change the atmosphere

Build Your kingdom here we pray

Come set Your rule and reign

In our hearts again

Increase in us we pray

Unveil why we're made

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope
Like wildfire in our very souls

Holy Spirit come invade us now

We are Your church

We need Your pow'r in us

We seek Your kingdom first
We hunger and we thirst
Refuse to waste our lives

Please stand

Build Your Kingdom Here



For You're our joy and prize

To see the captives' hearts released

The hurt the sick the poor at peace

We lay down our lives for heaven's cause
We are Your church

We pray revive this earth

Build Your kingdom here

Let the darkness fear

Show Your mighty hand

Heal our streets and land

Set Your church on fire

Win this nation back

Change the atmosphere

Build Your kingdom here we pray

Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r

Reaching the near and far

No force of hell can stop

Your beauty changing hearts

You made us for much more than this
Awake the kingdom seed in us

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ
We are Your church

We are the hope on earth

Build Your kingdom here

Let the darkness fear

Show Your mighty hand

Heal our streets and land

Set Your church on fire

Win this nation back

Change the atmosphere

Build Your kingdom here we pray

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.
C: Thanks be to God.



