
 

 
 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For 
you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your 
endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing James 1:2-4 
 

RIDIN’ THROUGH ROUGH COUNTRY 
 

1. Not Every Hard Trail Means You're Lost. 
 I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have [perfect] peace. In the world you have 
tribulaBon and distress and suffering, but be courageous [be confident, be undaunted, be filled with joy]; I have 
overcome the world.” [My conquest is accomplished, My victory abiding.] John 16:33 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which is taking place to test you [that is, to test the quality of 
your faith], as though something strange or unusual were happening to you. 1 Peter 4:12 
 

2. God Grows Us in Rough Country  
And not only this, but [with joy] let us exult in our sufferings and rejoice in our hardships, knowing that hardship 
(distress, pressure, trouble) produces paBent endurance; 4 and endurance, proven character (spiritual maturity); 
and proven character, hope and confident assurance [of eternal salvaBon]. 5 Such hope [in God’s promises] never 
disappoints us, because God’s love has been abundantly poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who was given to us. Romans 5:3-5 
 

3. The Shepherd Stays Close. 
…for He has said, “I WILL NEVER [under any circumstances] DESERT YOU [nor give you up nor leave you without 
support, nor will I in any degree leave you helpless], NOR WILL I FORSAKE or LET YOU DOWN or RELAX MY HOLD ON 
YOU [assuredly not]!” Hebrews 13:5 
 

4. Keep Ridin'. 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of [a]witnesses [who by faith have tesBfied to the truth of 
God’s absolute faithfulness], stripping off every unnecessary weight and the sin which so easily and cleverly 
entangles us, let us run with endurance and acBve persistence the race that is set before us, [looking away from 
all that will distract us and] focusing our eyes on Jesus, who is the Author and Perfecter of faith…. Hebrews 12:1-2 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%2012%3A1-2&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30214a

