Grace in the Storms of Life
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We are continuing this morning reflecting on the story of Jonah. | am still in chapter one as there is a
lot of material for us to think about in this chapter. Jonah is a story of a wayward prophet. He is not
going in the direction he should be going...but he is not lost. He is disobedient, rebelling from the mercy
of God.
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As we noted in the last couple of weeks he is running as far as he can from the place God wants him to
be at. He thinks he could manipulate God into doing what Jonah wants - the destruction of Nineveh.
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Jonah is a story of God’s grace for rebellious people. God’'s grace extends an open hand to the
disobedient heart, seeking restoration for the rebel, and forgiveness for the sinner. Part of God’s grace

to Jonah comes in the form of a great wind, and a dangerous ocean. There is a storm blowing in Jonah’s
life. Not a storm of punishment, but a storm of grace.
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Storms are difficult to navigate and can even be life threatening as the sailors on the ship have
discovered. Bur this storm, though fierce and dangerous was sent to save and restore a prophet who
had lost his way.
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The scene in verse 4 is that the Lord hurled a great win upon the sea and there was a mighty tempest
on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up. Have you ever been in a storm at sea? | have and
| can testify that it is quite scary - at least for me as an 8 year old travelling from Hong Kong to San
Francisco.
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In 1964, our family immigrated to Canada in search of a better life. Where we lived, civil war was brewing,
and my parents hoped for a safer future.
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Most of the ocean voyage was exciting, but we were also taught what to do in an emergency—how to
use a life jacket and where to find the lifeboats.
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One day, those lessons suddenly became real when our ship entered a storm. The coat hangers in our
cabin swung violently from side to side. When | looked through the porthole, all | could see was a wall
of water. As a young boy, | was terrified. | wondered whether the lifeboats and life jackets could really
save us if the ship went down.
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That voyage reminds me of life. Life is not always smooth sailing. Storms come, and when they do, our
world can suddenly feel small and unsafe. We lose sight of the horizon and struggle to find our direction.
Most storms eventually pass, but while we are in them, sometimes all we can do is hold on and survive.
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Storms are scary because they expose how fragile and helpless we at times. This was the situation of
the experienced crew taking a rebellious prophet - Jonah away from the command of the Lord... Jonah’s
sin had consequences as we observed last week. Storms can come with disobedience.
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But what can we learn from our text? There is much to say about this passage, but for our time together,
Here are my two observations:
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1- Storms have a way to reveal truth. . .
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My father-in-law enjoyed working with wood. When he began a carving project, he would often start with
a rough piece of lumber. He did not begin carving immediately. First, he planed away the rough surface.
He needed a smooth place to work, and he needed to see the direction of the grain. Only then could he
know how to shape the wood.In much the same way, storms strip away the superficial layers of our lives.
They remove the appearances behind which we hide and bring the real issues to the surface, where
God can begin His deeper work.
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Jonah’s journey had momentum. He had made his decision, boarded the ship, paid the fare, and gone

below deck. As long as the sea remained calm, he could keep moving without examining where he was
going or why he was going there. Jonah’s journey had momentum. He had made his decision, boarded



the ship, paid the fare, and gone below deck. As long as the sea remained calm, he could keep moving
without examining where he was going or why he was going there.
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Vrs 8, Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose account this evil has come upon us. What is your
occupation? And where do you come from’? What is your country?
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These were not casual questions. They forced Jonah to remember who he was and what he had been
called to do.
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‘l am a Hebrew, and | fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” Then
the men are terrified because they know he is fleeing from the presence of the Lord.”

YZEEW - BEATRA » TERIPNE—— QUSRI R ~ K EAYHE - K0T WS - Bt
FFEEN » RAMAIELHE - 9ZIEAE AR AILE -

The storm exposed the truth about Jonah. Jonah was not a weary traveller enjoying a well-earned rest.
He was a disobedient prophet hiding from God.
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Calm conditions can allow self-deception to continue. Storms strip away appearances. They reveal our
fears, motives, idols, and spiritual condition.
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Somebody has said : “Trouble, at least extreme storm-troubles strips us to the bare essential and reveals
the basic realities in our lives.” The men travelling with Jonah were men who trusted in false gods; and
Jonah though he was right about God didn’t mean that he was right with God.
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This is one of the painful gifts of a storm: it forces us to stop. It makes us ask where we are, how we
arrived there, and what God may be trying to show us.

R N F P R — (s L) EEERIE TR > H—REHC——RIEEWE ? B Bk
FEXHEEY ? HIEEERE W2, 7

2. Storms teach us lessons we couldn’t have learnt otherwise
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There are times when God brings a storm into our lives — to get our attention or to steer us in the
direction He wants us to go, or teach us a divine truth that we needed to learn...-
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Jonah is running from God, but God continues to pursue him. God refuses to abandon him. That should
give us hope. Even when we wander, God does not easily let us go. He pursues us, not to destroy us,
but to restore us and make us into the people He has called us to be.
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Jonah believed he could leave God’s call behind by sailing toward Tarshish. But verse 4 says, “The Lord
hurled a great wind upon the sea.”
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The storm interrupted Jonah’s escape. God would not allow him to run peacefully in the wrong direction.
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Sometimes grace comes to us as disruption. We often think of grace as comfort, protection, and open
doors. But grace can also close the road we have chosen. It can disturb our plans and prevent us from
travelling farther into disobedience. What feels like an interruption may actually be the severe mercy of
God.
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We must be careful here. Not every hardship is caused by personal sin. The book of Job makes that
very clear. Sometimes we suffer because we live in a broken world. Sometimes we suffer because of
the choices of others. But whatever the cause, God can use hardship to teach us lessons that comfort
alone could never teach.
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Haruki Murakami in his novel “Kafka on the Shore” makes this observation : "Once the storm is over,

you won’t remember how you made it through... But one thing is certain. When you come out of the
storm, you won'’t be the same person who walked in.
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| remember a particularly difficult storm my wife, our two young children, and | faced in the late 1970s.
British Columbia was in a long recession, and jobs were scarce for young men like me.
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One fall afternoon, as | was leaving to help an older church member with some repairs, my wife said,
“We only have left is a Kraft dinner and pumpkin left to eat, for dinner.” Our choices those years very
limited as our finances were very tight. . As | went and helped with out our friend, | thought to myself,
Kraft dinner and pumpkin- not very appealing.
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When | returned home, my wife was preparing a wonderful dinner. Surprised, | asked where the
groceries had come from. She told me that someone had left a box of food at our door. We had told no
one about our need—but God knew.
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That day, Philippians 4:19 became real to me: “My God will supply every need of yours according to his
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
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It was a lesson teaching us to trust in God. We learned that , God will provide. He has a way of making
a path through the wilderness and carrying us through the storms of life.
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Lutheran theologian Helmut Thielicke, once made this observation:Our faith’s grip on the Father may
loosen. But he in whom we believe holds us fast in his grasp.”
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That is the grace we see in Jonah’s story. In the storm, Jonah volunteers to be thrown overboard. As
we saw last week, he appears more willing to die than to repent and return to Nineveh. But even being
thrown into the sea will not allow Jonah to escape God’s call.
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This is not the end of Jonah’s story. It is the beginning of a long road back. God is not finished with
him. Jonah enters the water expecting to die, but God appoints a great fish to save him and carry him
toward the place he has been trying to avoid. We will come to that part of the story in the weeks
ahead.
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Perhaps you are here this morning and you are passing through a storm of your own. You may feel that
all you can do is hold on and survive. Ask the Lord: What truth are You revealing to me? What do You
want to teach me? Is there something | need to face, confess, release, or trust?
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The God who followed Jonah into the storm is the same God who is present with you in yours. Your grip
on Him may feel weak, but His grip on you remains strong. He has not abandoned you, and He is not
finished with you. Amen.
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In the storm, Jonah volunteers to be thrown overboard. He is ready to die rather than repent as we
mentioned last week. But thrown overboard does not allow him to escape his responsibility as we will
see in the next few messages, it is only the beginning of a long road to recovery because God is not
finished with Jonah. His grace will follow him even through the most difficult of life circumstances. He
gets thrown overboard hoping to die but he is saved by a great fish who takes him to where he needed
to go. You'll have to wait for the fish story in the next few messages
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Perhaps you are here this morning and you are going through some storms in your life and you are
fighting for dear life. Ask the Lord, what truth is he trying to reveal to you and what lessons does He
want you to learn? The God who followed Jonah into the storm is the same God who holds you fast in
His grip. Amen.
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