GATHERING, PRELUDE,  Jesus Loves Me! This | Know 191
CALL TO WORSHIP Ps 95

O come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.

Hymn: How Firm a Foundation 529
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

SPECIAL Music: A Patriotic Medley Asha and Bob,
with accompaniment by Ann

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION by Philip K. Gladden

Eternal God, in the Scriptures we read,
“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction,
so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures
we might have hope.”
As the Scriptures are read and proclaimed,

give us ears and hearts to hear that we might be encouraged
and have hope as your children.

In Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.

SCRIPTURE: Zechariah 9:9-12 and Matthew 11:16-30

CONFESSION by Philip K. Gladden (alt via PO
With full assurance of God'’s grace and mercy in Jesus
Christ, let us confess our sin before God and our neighbor.
Gracious and loving God, forgive us when turn a deaf ear
to your call in Jesus Christ and
to the cries of those who need your love and our help.
Help us to know and love you with all that we are
that we may love our neighbors as we love ourselves.
We pray for the strength of your Holy Spirit
to equip us for our calling as followers of Jesus Christ,
in whom we have our hope and put our trust.
{silent prayers}

ASSURANCE Ps. 145:8-9

Friends, hear the good news, as found in the Psalms:
God is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
showing compassion to all.

Thanks be to God.

HYmN: Just a Closer Walk with Thee 2158
SERMON The Freedom of the Yoke

Keeping in Step with the Spirit.
HYmN: Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father 140
INTERCESSIONS
BRINGING OUR GIFTS
DoxoLoGY 95
PRAYER by Philip K. Gladden via PO

Accept these gifts we bring, O Lord.
Give us the wisdom, courage, and love we need
to use them in ways that please you, spread the gospel,
and care for our neighbors with the love of Jesus.
We thank you for your indescribable gift! Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION Hymnal pages 15-16
THE LORD’S PRAYER 895
HYMN: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 384
DiSMISSAL WITH BLESSING X

Jesus says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
May we answer Jesus’s call and be led, taught, guided,
and strengthened as we live as his disciples.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
Amen

POSTLUDE Living for Jesus a life that is true 2149
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Reflecting on and Praying with Scriptures
Year A- July 5,2026 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press
from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2013.

Scriptures:
Genesis 24:34-67 or Zechariah 9:9-12

Psalm 45:10-17 or Song of Solomon 2:8-13 or Psalm 145:8-14
Romans 7:15-25a and Matthew 11:16-30

Questions for Reflection:
What misplaced burdens are you carrying?
Where might God be offering you a more well-fitted yoke?
Where are your expectations of God and the church unmet?
Where do you sense God moving in hidden ways?
How have you experienced God's steadfast love (Ps. 145:8)?

Morning Prayers:
Loving God, | receive this new day as a gift from you.
Help me to see signs today of your compassion,
which is over all that you have made.
Please keep me mindful to watch for ways today
in which | can ease others’ burdens and give them rest,
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

As the darkness recedes, open my eyes to the gift of this day;
help me to trust you with all that it will hold.
In the hours to come, as my plans are interrupted, tune
my ear to the sound of your voice, my eye to the movement of your Spirit,
my heart to the strength of your desire,
that | might glimpse your hidden graces and be strengthened in your service,
for I would be your instrument. Amen.

Evening Prayers:
Caring God, thank you for my journey through this day.
Whatever conflict | may feel within about what | did and did not do
| give to you to carry for me now, and | let you give me rest. Amen.

Merciful God, | come weary, grateful for the chance to meet you in the
silence, eager to be washed again in your claim.

Lift from me the burdens | do not easily yield.

In your gracious provision, fit me with a better yoke

that | might rest as a child secure and rise with a teachable spirit. Amen.

Scriptures for Next Week -
Genesis 25:19-34 or Zechariah 9:9-12
Psalm 119:105-112 or Psalm 145:8-14
Romans 8:1-11 and Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
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