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WHEN A YOKE MEANS FREEDOM

Today’s gospel reading contains iconic words from Jesus: “Come to me, all you who are
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-30). Jesus offers a
yoke to tired listeners and tells them that a yoke will give them rest. The yoke as a means
to rest was a strange idea for the disciples, and it ought to sound strange to us as well.
The early hearers of this biblical passage would have known a yoke to be a means of
engaging the energy of oxen as heavy lifters in the enterprise of farming. Yokes are still
employed in our world and they are still a burden and a way of harnessing animals’
hard work. The first ancient readers or hearers of Matthew also viewed a yoke as a
symbol of obedience to God’s law and wisdom. Generally, our instinct is to resist yokes
and laws, or at least not immediately connect them with the idea of freedom. Through
the image of the yoke, however, Jesus invites us to think of God’s law and wisdom as a
means to surrender, give way, and accept something graceful and positive —rest, ease,
lightness. Jesus reframes the idea of a yoke by telling us that a yoke will help us grow as

disciples. The gospel links humility to freedom.




Ministers The People of Redeemer

Pastor The Rev. Elise T. Stringer
Parish Administrator Mrs. Jackie Pitts
Director of Music Ministries Mrs. Donna Cotter

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.

WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Sixth Sunday after
Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made new
life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. If
you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex. If you have any questions,
our ushers will be happy to help you.

IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church,
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise

or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876.

THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S WAYS IS SOMETIMES HIDDEN FROM THE WISE
AND INTELLIGENT. Jesus associates with those often excluded from the religious
community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy
and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you
that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.
PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.



PRELUDE Donna Cotter, Organist

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism.

In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the

name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




GATHERING HYMN GOD OF OUR FATHERS ELW #567
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Text: Daniel C. Roberts, 1841-1907, alt.

Music: NATIONAL HYMN, George W. Warren, 1828-1902



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 203
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn  prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - par.
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We come to  hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 204
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Son of God and gra-cious Sav - jor, you have come from heav'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near 1o all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to  save us; now youreign at  God's right hand.

Je - sus Christ, with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther's splen-dor bright.

=
hS

-

G—r—r - e

%
b

Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-is¢ firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

We Sit

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Elise Stringer

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant
with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.” (not read aloud)

A reading from Zechariah Chapter 9:

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a
colt, the foal of a donkey. 1 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse
from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the
nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your
prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 145:8-14
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8)

8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
°LORD, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over | all your works.
10 All your works shall praise | you, O LORD,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
1 They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,




12that all people may know | of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
3 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out
all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works.
1“The Lord upholds all | those who fall

and lifts up those who | are bowed down.

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be
wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence. (not read aloud)

A reading from Romans Chapter 7:

151 do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very
thing I hate. 1 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact
it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that the good does
not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand,
but not the ability. 1° For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I
do. 2 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within
me.

2150 1 find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 2 but I see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. ¢ Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body
of death? %2 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom
and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 11t Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] ¢ “To what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 7“We played the flute
for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 8 “For John came
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 1 the Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 7 All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. 2 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON Rev. Elise Stringer
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O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
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APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Offered by the Assisting Minister

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation.
Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our
timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted.
Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the
gospel. God of grace, hear our prayer.
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All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic
to the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many
centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have
fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own
divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people
that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its
Declaration of Independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the
spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, justice,
humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God, extend your arms to all who are tired, who live with poverty, all who yearn to
breathe free. Embrace people seeking refuge and those incarcerated, and neighbors
fearing those they once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression
and need, especially those on our prayer board and those we name before you now.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

We remember before you those who have died in every generation and those who
have died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, officers,
advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with those who have gone before us, and
with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have prepared. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

MUSICAL OFFERING MY COUNTRY TIS OF THEE Redeemer Friends
OFFERING HYMN
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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OFFERING PRAYER
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.

Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines
and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving your
love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW #207
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: Taste and know that God is good to all!

Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN: LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 208
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O  Lambof God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our  lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ler-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray,
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Congregation is encouraged to sing.
AMAZING GRACE, HOW SWEET THE SOUND ELW #779
THIS IS MY SONG ELW #887

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

Please stand.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Let us pray: We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need
with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a broken
world. Channel our common life toward the common good, following the way our
Savior leads us now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

REDEEMER’S MISSION
Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love!

SENDING HYMN ELW #890
THINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE GLORY OF THE COMING OF THE LORD
(printed on next page)

DISMISSAL
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. Thanks be to God. Amen.

POSTLUDE Donna Cotter, Organist
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Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory
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Text: Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910
Music: BATTLE HYMN, North American, 19th cent.
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Serving Today

Ushers: Chuck Pegram and Chase Dill

Greeters: Wade and Barbara Tate

Assisting Minister:  Phil Rhoads

Lector 1: Brook Bristow

Lector 2: Catharine Kirby

Acolyte: Hannah Hester

Crucifer: Harper Meloon

Cantor: Cecelia Robbins

Counters: Kevin Koger, Harold Neel, and Donna Norman

Altar Guild: Tom and Joyce Frid

Flowers: Given by the Lybrand Family in honor of Kathy Lybrand

Sheepdog: Tom Lewis, BJ King, and JJ Johnson

Nursery: Jenny Wiggers and Tyndall Stringer
Serving Next Week -July 12, 2026

Ushers: Gordon Johnson and Aaron Cornwell

Greeters: David Henderson and Tom Lewis

Assisting Minister: = Chuck Pegram

Lector 1: Kathy Mieczkowski (needs a sub)
Lector 2: Kyle Henderson

Acolyte: Lily Childers

Crucifer: Logan Childers (needs a sub)

Cantor: Chrissy Bristow

Counters: Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers
Altar Guild: Brenda Van Putten

Flowers: Given by Alan Blake and Jeff McCuen
Sheepdog: Mike Miller, Brian Ginsberg, and Seth Brandt
Nursery: Jennifer Tierce and Harper Meloon

NOTES
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