
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, July 5, 2026 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

300 Queen Street 

Northumberland, PA  17857 

570-473-3770 

sjelc300@ptd.net 



 

WELCOME 

 

GATHERING 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is 

heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to 

you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in 

your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG   O Beautiful for Spacious Skies    ELW 888   

                            

GREETING 

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in 

justice and freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-

being and harmony, but above all things give us faith in you, that our 

nation may bring glory to your name and blessings to all peoples, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PSALM 145:8-14                                                            read responsively 

REFRAIN:   The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8) 

 8 The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, slow to anger and 

abounding in | steadfast love. 

 9 Lord, you are | good to all, and your compassion is over | all your 

works. R 

 10 All your works shall praise | you, O Lord, and your faithful | ones 

shall bless you. 

 11 They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom and speak | of your 

power, 

 12 that all people may know | of your power and the glorious 

splendor | of your kingdom. 

 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures 

throughout all ages. You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and 

loving in | all your works. 

 14 The Lord upholds all | those who fall and lifts up those who | are 

bowed down. R 

SECOND LESSON                                                    Romans 7:15-25a 

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do 

not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God 

has set us free from such a futile existence. 



15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I 

do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the 

law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells 

within me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in 

my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the 

ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 

what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but 

sin that dwells within me. 

  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies 

close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I 

see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making 

me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched 

person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25a Thanks 

be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Alleluia. Blessed are you, Lord of  heav’n and earth; you have revealed 

these things to infants. Alleluia. (Matt. 11:25) 

 

GOSPEL                                                            Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.     

 

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John 

the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to 

receive what God has to offer. 

 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this 

generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one 



another,17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, 

and you did not mourn.’  18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, 

and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and 

drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”  20 Then 

he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had 

been done because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 

you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in 

Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and 

ashes. 22 But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for 

Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted 

to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades. “For if the deeds of 

power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until 

this day. 24 But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more 

tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.”  25 At that time Jesus said, “I 

thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 

infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have 

been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except 

the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him.   28 “Come to me, all you who are 

weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 

yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    All Hail the Power of Jesus Name  ELW 634 

 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
 

 

SERMON  
 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY    

   

APOSTLES CREED                       
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

 

Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from 

every nation. Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we 

have caused. Overcome our timidity to witness and act in the public 

square when your purpose is being thwarted. Bless rostered and lay 

leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the gospel. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from 

the Atlantic to the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained 

its peoples over many centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, 

revive our wonder at what you have fashioned, and enliven our will to 

ensure its health for future generations. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity 

in your own divine life. We come from many nations with many 



languages; make us a united people that delights in our many different 

gifts. As the United States of America marks its declaration of 

independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit 

of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and 

abroad, justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are 

tired, who live with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe 

free. Embrace people seeking refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or 

disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they once trusted. Give healing 

and hope to people in any oppression and need, especially these we name 

before you now (a brief silence). God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan 

Hus, executed for protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a 

prayerful life; and those who have died ensuring the freedoms of this 

country: people in the armed services, peace officers, advocates, and 

activists. (Here specific names may be mentioned.) Gather us, together 

with those who have gone before us (especially), and with saints of every 

tribe and nation, into the holy city you have prepared. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.      And also with you.  
 

                  You may share a sign of peace with your neighbor.  

MEAL 

OFFERING 

 



Thank you for your continued support with your offering.  Offering may be 

placed in the offering plate on the table in the rear of the sanctuary, by 

mail or our on-line giving.   

   

OFFERTORY HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines 

and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in 

this land.  Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your 

compassion, serving your love without limits through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior.  Amen. 



 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 

grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life.   And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     

  

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the 

sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy 

Communion we may know the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 



our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  

us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 

Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: Taste and know that God is 

good to all. 

 

The assembly may be seated. Communion will be served at the altar rail.   

Wine or grape juice is available. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 

We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need 

with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us 

out into a broken world. Channel our common life toward the common 

good, following the way our Savior leads us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, 

☩ one God, bless you and equip you for living and serving, 

today and every day. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG        Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory        ELW 890 

                       



DISMISSAL  

 

We go now to be a light in our community, to make Christ known to all 

through nourishing, serving, and faith.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Pastor       Director of Music 

Rev. Karla S. Leiby     William Jacavage 

 

Greeter       Lector  

Trish Long      Ann Thieman 

 

Acolyte       Communion Assistant 

Paige Billman      Brenda and David Herbert 

 

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are presented by Deb and Frank Jennis, in 

memory of my father, Richard Berry Sr., whose birthday is remembered 

today, and in honor of my brother, Robert Berry, whose birthday was 

celebrated on July 3, and in honor of my sister, Sue Stevenson, whose 

birthday will be celebrated on July 7. 

 

This month’s special pink envelope is designated for ELCA ministries 

(Global Mission, Lutheran Disaster Response and AMMPARO) 

 

Quiet Cash/Noisy Coin collection July through December is being 

designated for ELCA World Hunger. 

 

Sunbury City Band will be having a summer concert here in Fellowship 

Hall on July 13th at 7:00 p.m.   Come relax and enjoy some wonderful 

music. 

 

There will be a Red Cross Blood Drive on Wednesday, July 15th, from  

1-6:00 p.m.    Please donate for those in need of blood and blood products. 

 



Pastor Karla will be at Camp Mount Luther July 5-10th.  She will be 

available for emergencies. 

 

Blessing Shed collection box is on the table in the rear of the sanctuary.  

Social Ministry will be collecting items through next Sunday, July 12th to 

help supplement the Blessing Shed.   Give what you can, when you can – 

an extra boxed food item/canned items/shelf stable microwave meals.  We 

will be collecting items the first full week of each month, dates are listed 

on the collection box. 

 

Vacation Bible School will be held July 19-13 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall. VBS Registration forms are available on the table in the 

rear of the sanctuary.  

 

VBS – Rainforest Café wish list and craft wish list is located on the table 

in the rear of the sanctuary.  Please pick a leaf or more, and return items to 

the church by July 13th.  

 

PRAYERS:  Cheryl Glavis; Stephen Stadnecke; Harold Billman; Doug 

Manning, Josie Crebs; Tionie Gautsch; Pastor Gary Schaffer; Len Zboray; 

Becky Weller, Marty Rafter  

 

HOMEBOUND and CONTINUED PRAYERS: Barb Eisley; Jason 

Gulden; Helen Snyder; June Diehl; Nevin Brungard; Nancy Hendricks; 

Betty Yerg; Jane Ressler; Bill Wagner; David Bartholomew; Marti Row 

 



 



 



 


