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Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, IN JESUS NAME!
[bookmark: 28][bookmark: 29]Text: Genesis 1:26–28 (BSB) Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness, to rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, and over all the earth itself and every creature that crawls upon it.” 27So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that crawls upon the earth.” 
INTRODUCTION: Authority begins in Genesis 1 — the first chapter of the Bible, the first words spoken over mankind, the first revelation of God’s intention for humanity.
Before the serpent whispered… Before the Curse came… Before the Fall of man… Before death existed… Before sickness appeared… Before fear was known…
God declared dominion over mankind
Genesis 1:26–28 is the constitutional charter of mankind. It reveals:
1. Identity — who man is
2. Nature — what man carries
3. Assignment — what man is authorized to do
4. Authority — the legal right to fulfill the assignment
This is the divine order. This is the doctrinal foundation of the believer’s authority.
Sunday, we established the foundation:
· Identity — who man is
· Nature — what man carries
Before God ever gave man something to do, He established who man is.
Tonight we move into the next two pillars:
· Assignment — what man is authorized to do
· Authority — the legal right to fulfill the assignment
If Sunday answered the question: “Who am I?”
Tonight, answers the question: “What can I do?”
And even more: “What gives me the right to do it?”

I. ASSIGNMENT — MAN WAS COMMISSIONED TO RULE AND SUBDUE 
(What man is authorized to do)
Genesis 1:28 — “Be fruitful… multiply… fill the earth… subdue it… rule.”
1. Identity → Nature → Assignment
A. God never gives assignment before identity
B. God never gives dominion before nature
C. God never gives responsibility before capacity
D. Assignment is always rooted in identity.
2. The Hebrew word for “dominion” — radah (raw-daw') to rule, to reign, to govern, to prevail, to tread down, to exercise kingly authority, to take over
A. This is a Kingdom language, not survival language.
B. God has commanded man to rule and reign in the image and likeness of Him as Kingdom representatives.
C. Ecclesiastes 8:4 “Where the word of a king is, there is power.” 
D. Ancient Near Eastern Kingship —
In the ancient world, radah was used to describe the rule of kings who governed territories, enforced boundaries, and administered justice. It was not passive. It was not symbolic. It was governmental.
E. When God said “radah,” He was not giving man a hobby — He was giving man a Kingdom mandate.
3. The Hebrew word for “subdue” — kabash (kaw-bash') to bring under control, to subject, to keep in order, to conquer, to enforce boundaries. It is a forceful word.
A. This is a governmental language. 
B. Ancient Boundary Enforcement —
In ancient cultures, to kabash meant to press the foot upon a territory to claim it, mark it, and enforce its boundaries. It was the language of territorial stewardship.
C. God is saying: “Manage the earth. Govern the earth. Enforce order in the earth.”
4. Assignment was given BEFORE the Fall
A. This is critical.
B. Dominion was not a reaction to sin.
C. Dominion was not a response to the serpent.
D. Dominion was not a spiritual upgrade.
E. Dominion is not redemption language — it is creation language.
5. Assignment flows from nature
A. Man, rules because he carries God’s ruling nature.
B. Identity → Nature → Assignment.
6. Assignment is universal
A. Dominion is not a ministry gift — it is a creation gift.
B. God gave dominion to mankind.

Assignment reveals what man is authorized to do. 
But assignment alone is not enough — assignment requires authority. 
Identity gives origin. 
Nature gives capacity. 
Assignment gives purpose. 
Authority gives legal empowerment.
Now we move from what man is called to do to what gives man the right to do it.

II. AUTHORITY — THE LEGAL RIGHT TO FULFILL THE ASSIGNMENT 
(The jurisdiction God gave man)
Identity → Nature → Assignment → Authority.
Authority is not the assignment itself — authority is the legal empowerment to carry it out.
Authority is Heaven’s endorsement of man’s assignment.
1. Authority is a legal concept
A. Authority is the legal right to enforce God’s will on the earth.
B. Authority is not a feeling — it is a mandate.
2. Authority is rooted in creation, not performance
A. Authority was given before the Fall
B. Authority was given before sin existed
C. Authority was given before the serpent appeared
D. Authority was given before man ever “proved” himself
E. Authority is not a reward — it is a design feature.
F. Authority is not granted because of holiness — it is granted because of image.
G. Man has authority because man bears God’s image.
H. Ancient Near Eastern Kingship — 
In the ancient world, kings were not chosen because of talent — they were kings because of birth. Their authority flowed from identity, not performance.
A prince did not “work up” authority. He inherited it.
He carried it because of who he was, not because of what he did.
I. Genesis presents mankind the same way:
· Authority is inherited, not achieved.
· Authority is bestowed, not earned.
· Authority is identity‑based, not performance‑based.
3. Authority is tied to assignment
Genesis 1:28 — “Be fruitful… multiply… fill the earth… subdue it… rule.”
A. God never gives assignment without authority
B. God never gives responsibility without jurisdiction
C. God never gives mandate without empowerment
D. Assignment requires authority. Authority exists for assignment.
E. Authority is the legal right to fulfill the assignment God gave.
4. Authority is territorial
A. “Rule over the fish… birds… livestock… earth… every creature…”
B. God gave man jurisdiction over the earth
C. God gave man stewardship over creation
D. God gave man governmental responsibility
E. Authority is not abstract — it is territorial.
F. Authority is not vague — it is specific.
G. Authority is not symbolic — it is functional.
H. Man was created to govern the earth.
5. Authority is expressed through dominion and subduing
A. Dominion (radah) — ruling, reigning, governing
B. Subduing (kabash) — ordering, managing, enforcing boundaries
C. Authority is expressed through: governing, stewarding, managing, ordering, enforcing, protecting, cultivating
D. Authority is not domination — it is stewardship.
E. Authority is not oppression — it is order.
F. Authority is not control — it is governance.
6. Authority is embodied in mankind, not a spiritual elite
A. God did not give authority to prophets
B. God did not give authority to priests
C. God did not give authority to kings
D. God did not give authority to apostles
E. God did not give authority to pastors
F. God gave authority to mankind.
G. Authority is not a ministry gift — it is a creation gift.
H. Authority is not a calling — it is a design.
I. Authority is not a spiritual promotion — it is a birthright.
7. Authority is something you sit in, not something you work up
A. Authority is not circumstantial
B. Authority is stable because identity is stable.
C. Authority is secure because nature is secure.
D. Authority is permanent because design is permanent.
E. Authority is not activated by feeling — it is activated by understanding.
F. Authority is not strengthened by emotion — it is strengthened by revelation.
G. Authority is not maintained by effort — it is maintained by position.

Now that identity, nature, assignment, and authority are established, the question becomes:
How do we walk in it?
Authority is not theory — it is practice. Authority is not revelation — it is enforcement.
Now we move from design to daily operation.

VI. APPLICATION — WALKING IN YOUR ORIGINAL DESIGN
Sunday established who you are and what you carry.
Tonight establishes what you’re authorized to do and the legal right you have to do it.
1. Accept your assignment
A. You were not created to survive — you were created to govern, steward, subdue, and rule.
2. Stop praying for what God told you to rule
A. Some things are not prayer issues — they are dominion issues.
3. Enforce your authority
A. Authority unused is authority forfeited. You must: speak, bind, loose, command, resist, declare, enforce
4. Govern your atmosphere
A. Your home, your mind, your emotions, and your environment respond to your authority.
B. If chaos is present, it is waiting for your voice.
5. Resist anything beneath your seat
A. If God designed you to rule over it, do not live under it.
6. Walk in legal confidence
A. Authority is not emotional. 
B. Authority is not a feeling. 
C. Authority is not hype. 
D. Authority is jurisdiction.
E. You have the legal right to enforce Heaven’s will on the earth.

VII. DECLARATIONS
You were created to rule.
You were commissioned to subdue.
You were authorized to enforce.
You were seated to reign.
This is your assignment.
This is your authority.
This is your jurisdiction.
Now walk in it.
Speak from it.
Stand in it.
Live from it.
