
 

July 5, 2026 

6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church 
 Box 159, 920 15th Street, Perry, Iowa 50220  

Phone: 515-465-5298   Email: mtolivetlutheran@gmail.com 

Website: www.mtolivetofperry.org   

 facebook.com/mtolivetlutheranchurch 

Pastor Kimberly Belken 

 

http://www.mtolivetofperry.org/


2 

 

July 7, 2026 

6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church 
 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: O Beautiful for Spacious Skies (ELW 888) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you.  
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Kyrie  
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Canticle of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day 
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in 

you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. 

Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners 

of hope.” 

 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 See, your king comes to you; 

  triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, 

  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

  and he shall command peace to the nations; 

 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 

  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 

L:  The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 145:8-14 

 
 8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 9 Lord, you are good to all, 

  and your compassion is over all your works.  

 10 All your works shall praise you, O Lord, 

  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 

  and speak of your power, 

 12 that all people may know of your power 

  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout 

all ages. 

  You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 

 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 

  and lifts up those who are bowed down.  

 
 

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do 

it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free 

from such a futile existence. 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 

very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is 

good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I 

know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to 

do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I 

want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is 

no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 

  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 

hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my 

members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the 

law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will 

rescue me from this body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord! 

L:  The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19,25-30 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the 

Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive 

what God has to offer. 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is 

like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 

demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a 

glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 

vindicated by her deeds.” 

 

  20 Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power 

had been done because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 

you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre 

and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I 

tell you, on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than 

for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, 

 will you be exalted to heaven? 

  No, you will be brought down to Hades. 

“For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have 
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remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more 

tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.” 

 

  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 

have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All 

things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light.” 

 

P  The Gospel of the Lord 

C  Praise to you O, Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon  

 

 

Sermon  
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Hymn of the Day: This Is My Song (ELW 887)    
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

…..God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.   

 

 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
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Offering 

 

Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer  
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 

you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 

abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding 

with us now and forever. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn.  
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast 

 



14 

 

Holy Communion 

 

Communion Song:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion  
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 

with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name 

of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Blessing  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 

always. Amen. 
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Sending Song: Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory (ELW 890)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements 

• Bread Breakers: Join us for lunch on the third Wednesday of the 

month, July 15 at noon. We will be having a potluck. Sign up sheet 

to let us know what you are bringing is under the mailboxes in the 

entry way at church. Hope you can join us and as always, you are 

welcome to bring a friend or two! 
• Family Movie Night: All Mt. Olivet families are invited to a free family 

movie night on Sunday, August 9 from 4-6pm. Join us for popcorn 

and the movie Zootopia. 
• Vacation Bible School: Mt. Olivet and First Christian Church will be 

having a joint Vacation Bible School Monday, Aug. 10-Wednesday, 

August 12 from 4-6pm. It is for preschool and elementary aged kids. 

VBS will be held at Mt. Olivet on August 10 and First Christian on 

August 11-12. We are in need of volunteers to help. Volunteer for 

one night or all three, depending on what your schedule allows. For 

more information, please talk to Meg Menke or Pastor Kimberly. 

• Office Hours: Pastor Kimberly is in the office on Mondays and 

Wednesdays. Thursdays she will be splitting her time between 

Immanuel and Mt. Olivet, so if you would like to see her on that day, 

please call ahead so she can be sure to be in town. You can call 

the church number (515) 465- 5298 and it will ring to Pastor’s cell 

phone if she is not in the office.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


