
   

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of 
God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith 
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping 
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our 
community and in our world. 

The monthly Newsletter of:                            July 2026 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church      
Gather in Grace  Grow in Faith  Go in Service 

To the Beloved Community of Agnus Dei,  

Grace, Peace, and Mercy to all of you. 

As our nation approaches its 250th anniversary, many of us find ourselves reflecting on what 
it means to call this country home. For generations, Americans have sung the familiar words 
of America the Beautiful: 

"O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, for purple mountain majesties 
above the fruited plain." 

The hymn invites us to marvel at the beauty of this land, the mountains, rivers, forests, and 
prairies that stretch across this continent. It reminds us that beauty is woven into the very 
landscape of our nation. 

Yet as we celebrate 250 years of American history, we also recognize that the story of our 
country is more complicated than the scenery. Alongside remarkable achievements and as-
pirations, there are chapters marked by injustice: the displacement of Indigenous peoples, the enslavement 
of African Americans, the exclusion of immigrants, and the denial of rights and opportunities to many based 
on race, gender, identity, or economic status. 

To love our country honestly is to hold both truths together. It is to celebrate what is beautiful while also ac-
knowledging where we have fallen short of our ideals. In fact, the third verse of America the Beautiful offers a 
vision that remains unfinished: 

"America! America! God mend thine every flaw, confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law." 

The hymn writer understood that patriotism is not pretending everything is perfect. It is loving something 
enough to help it grow into what it can be. 

As people of faith, we know that true beauty is not found only in landscapes or monuments. True beauty is 
found when justice and mercy flourish. The prophet Micah reminds us of what God desires: 

"What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?" (Micah 6:8) 

Justice, kindness, and humility are not only spiritual virtues; they are the foundations of a healthy society. 
When every person is treated with dignity, when the vulnerable are protected, when neighbors care for one 
another, our nation becomes more beautiful. 

The inscription on the Statue of Liberty captures a similar hope: 

"Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free." 

Those words call us to imagine a country where freedom, opportunity, and belonging are not reserved for a 
few, but extended to all. 

As we commemorate this milestone anniversary, perhaps the question before us is not simply how beautiful 
America has been, but how we might help make it more beautiful still. Not merely through pride in our past, 
but through our commitment to equity, compassion, and justice in the present. 

May we give thanks for the beauty of this land, learn from the truths of our history, and continue the work of 
building a nation where liberty and justice are truly for all. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor JT 

 

 

Pastor JT Burk 

Please let Pastor JT know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would 
like to be contacted, please call the church office at 253-851-6222, exten-
sion 2 or email jt@agnusdeilutheran.org 

http://elca.org/
mailto:jt@agnusdeilutheran.org
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President’s Message 
Gary Gemar 

 
This month we will celebrate America’s 250th anniversary of the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence. Events nationally and locally have been planned to cele-
brate this milestone. It will be an opportunity to reflect on our past with all its good 
and not-so-good accomplishments and reflect on how we can move forward to 
make our country better for future generations. With all the negativity we hear in the 
news on a daily basis, it made my heart smile when I heard reports of visitors to the US for the 
world cup soccer games state they were amazed at how friendly were are. What a statement this 
is! I believe we are a nation of more friendly people trying to express Christ’s love to each other to 
make a difference in our nation and the world. Keep on making a positive influence where you can 
as we face numerous challenges to make our country thrive for everyone.  
 
Thank you again for your generous giving to the Freedom To Serve Campaign. At the time of 
writing this message we have received commitments of $176,180 before August 1, 2026, when our 
mortgage will be refinanced. Total pledged amount for the whole campaign is $239,484. The cur-
rent interest projected when we refinance our mortgage is 6.75% for a 5-year term. With the cur-
rent amount pledged before August 1st we would saving nearly $18,000 in annual expenses. If we 
could meet a stretch goal of $200,000 by August 1st we could save around $21,000, which will help 
reduce the deficit projected in this fiscal year’s budget.  
 
During the cottage meetings for the campaign several questions were asked on how our ministries 
could expand or grow if we eliminated the mortgage. Attached to my report is a summary of the 
responses. Enjoy the responses and let me know if you have additional ideas.   
 
Highlights from the June Council Meeting: 
 Welcomed new members Rhonda Sobie and Jody Viscardi and thanked Joy McCraw and Guy 

Johnson for their service on the council the past three years. 
 Approved a motion to elect Gary Gemar, President; Lance Colyar, Vice President; Debbie 

Snowden, Secretary for the upcoming year (July 2026–June 2027). 
 Reviewed the Little Lambs financials (July 1st–May 31st).  Income in excess of expenses for the 

fiscal year is $37,575. Enrollment for the 2026–27 school year is progressing well with 35 stu-
dents already enrolled. Teachers will receive a COLA increase of 3.8%. Shannon will resume 
full-time administrative duties and discontinue her teaching duties. A new teacher will be hired 
to cover her former duties. This is all possible because of the preschool’s strong financials.  

 Accepted reports from the Council Committee Liaisons and acted as necessary on requests. 
 Reviewed the ADLC fiscal year finances (February 1st–May 31st) which shows income less than 

expense by $11,004. May was a very good month in the amount of total offerings received 
($43,358) which almost covered all our expenses. Please review the complete financial report 
on page 5 of the newsletter.  

 Received a report from Jesse Beaudette on his work in repairing the video and sound systems 
in the Parish Hall. The Council is very grateful for all the time Jesse has spent getting the sys-
tem back in working order. 

 Heard with gratitude a report from the Property Committee that Asplundh tree service, who 
was cutting down trees from the powerlines on Peacock Hill, was asked to replace our burned-
out lightbulbs in our parking lot which they did it at “no charge” as a community service.  

 Approved a motion to allow Altrusa to use the ADLC kitchen on Tuesdays and Thursdays in 
July and August to prepare meals for Food for All.  

 Approved a motion to update the ADLC Gift Policy to reflect the change in the ELCA Founda-
tion representative.  

 Heard a report from Pastor JT on the Ally training workshop that will be held on June 20th at 
ADLC and the Pride in the Park event that will be held on June 27th at Skansie Park.  

Gary Gemar 
Council President 
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

Treasurer, Mike Snowden 



6  

NEWS FROM OUR SERVICE COMMITTEE: GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

July Outreach Project:  

Baby Kits for Lutheran World Relief 

Agnus Dei will help babies of the world by building LWR Baby 
Kits. The needed items include: pajamas, shirts, jackets, hand 
towels (or kitchen towels with a nap). Ivory soap, and socks. 
All clothing items in sizes 6,12, 18 and 24 months. 

 

Previous Project Updates:  

May Diaper Drive  

Thanks to you, Agnus Dei collected 6,283 diapers in the annual Diaper Drive for 
KidVantage. KidVantage is a local resource helping families in need by providing essen-
tial care, safety, and health goods for babies and children. 

 

June: Drinks and Snacks for the Summer Sack lunch Program. 

During the summer months children who rely on free meals at school experience food 
insecurity. Altrusa and Food 4 All have teamed up to distribute sack lunches at local 
sites. We have amassed quite a collection of tasty snacks and drinks to supplement the 
fresh items included in each sack lunch; thank you to all who have contributed! Begin-
ning in July, a group of Altrusa volunteers will use our kitchen on Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings to make sandwiches and pack the lunches for distribution.  

 

What’s Coming Up? August Outreach: School Supplies 

In August we will collect school supplies for LWR and for a fos-
ter group in Tacoma. Needed items include unsharpened pen-
cils, pens (no gel), 12-inch rulers, kid scissors,  40-page spiral 
notebooks (wide or college ruled), pencil sharpeners, and pink 
erasers.  

 

Thank you for all your support, 
The Community Connections Committee  

Ann, Jerry, Phyllis, Charlene, Linda R, Linda Z, and Ronnie 

                    ADLC Book Group 

Book group will be meeting on July 19th in the front room following our worship ser-
vice to discuss:  Full of Myself:  Black Womanhood and the Journey to Self-Possession 
by Austin Channing Brown.  As described in Good Reads, ‘In this vulnerable explora-
tion of personal identity, the New York Times bestselling author of I’m Still Here chron-
icles her efforts to live as her full self in a society that wants women—and Black wom-
en in particular—to do anything but that.’    

Summer Lunch  

Program Collection 
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SUNDAY MORNING FAITH FORMATION  

ON HIATUS THROUGH THE SUMMER  

Forum meets each Sunday morning through the program year at 10:45 am in-person 
in the parish hall and on the Zoom platform. The recordings are available to watch later 
on our YouTube channel.  

FRONT ROOM KIDS 
From September through May, children ages three through ten are invited to the Front 
Room after Storytime to enjoy a Bible story and related activities. They return to the 
sanctuary around the time of the Sharing of the Peace to be present for Communion and 
the remainder of the service.  
 

CONFIRMATION 
Middle school students meet with Pastor JT each month in the Front Room after the service. If you have any 
questions, please contact Pastor JT.    
                           

LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL—A MINISTRY OF AGNUS DEI 

Our Little Lambs Preschool is on summer vacation and will start up again in September. 
There are still a few spots left in some of our classes. If you or someone you know is 
looking for a great preschool please let them know about Little Lambs. Registration can 
be done online at http://www.little-lambspreschool.org/ 

 

Fourth Annual Pride in the Park 

Saturday, June 27 at  

Skansie Brothers Park 

Gig Harbor’s Pride in the Park on 
June 27 was a wonderful event! 
Although rain was in the forecast, 
the sun came out and shined 
down on the joyful crowd. The 
day was filled with color, joy, and 
celebration. There was a huge 
turnout, and it is clear that this 
event continues to grow each 
year. We had lots of meaningful 
conversations at our booth and 
many people expressed their ap-
preciation and even some sur-
prise that Agnus Dei, along with 
two other local churches, St 
John’s and Fox Island UCC, were 
present to show our support and 
allyship with the LGBTQIA2S+ 
community. Many thanks to all 
who supported by providing ma-
terials, attending, and staffing our 
booth. 

http://www.little-lambspreschool.org/
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JULY   BIRTHDAYS  

2  Katie Schinkel 

3  Peggy Mickelson 

5  Harry Hoiland 

6  Laura Baxter 

7  Dane Beals 

10  Kathleen Kulman, Eunice Werner 

11  Rhonda Sobie 

13  Dick Baerg, Carol Dana, Larry El-
  lingson 

14  Tom Bradford 

15  Howard Larsen 

16  Joy McCraw, Autumn Clark 

17  Joannah Powers 

18  Doug Page, Bob Nussbaum,   
      Elaine Erickson 

20  Lance Colyar 

23  Isabelle Beaudette 

25  Lyle Miller 

28  Robin Winslow 

29  Doug Holien 

30   Dick Ohme  

 

JULY  ANNIVERSARIES 

4  Sharon Ebelt and George Unruh 

13  Harlan and Pat Damron 

18  Doug and Kristin Page 

20  Larry and Jerry Mjelde 

21  Howard and Karen Larsen 

24  Wayne and Kathy Stark 

27  Ed and Laura Baxter 

We Celebrate July Birthdays and Anniversaries! 

 
ADLC Care Team 

ADLC CARE TEAM SERVICES AND COORDINATORS: 

 TRANSPORTATION: GWEN DAUGS 

 HOME VISITS: GHITA LORENZ  

 CARDS/TELEPHONE CALLS: MARY MARQUARDT 

 GRIEF SUPPORT: DEBBIE WAITE 

 BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS: DAVID SALGE 

 HOME COMMUNION: MARLENE BRIDGFORTH 

 HOSPITALITY: DEBBIE SNOWDEN 

 MEALS: ANN ROUSSEAU 

 MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES: ANN ROUSSEAU 

 PRAYER CHAIN: CINDY BEALS 

These services are offered by our care 
team volunteers. If you or another need 
assistance, please contact the group 
coordinator, whose phone numbers and 
e-mail addresses are in the church di-
rectory. Please also check out the Care 
Team Bulletin Board across from the 
Parish Hall for further information.  Any 
questions, or to sign up to help, please 
contact us. 

Gwen Daugs and Marlene Bridgforth,  
Care Team Co-chairs 
 

 

 We remember in prayer: 
For comfort and healing: 
 

 Chuck Anderson 

 Margi Anderson 

 Barbara Ausich 

 Julia Bell 

 Marlene Bridgforth 

 Robert Bridgforth 

 Beverly Buster 

 Beverly Buster Jr 

 Chiarra Buster 

 Audrey Clinton 

 Connie Hummel 

 George Mitchell 

 Jack Oakes 

 Michi Ouchi 

 Joannah Powers 

 Ellis Rousseau 

 Beverly Sherfey 

 Johnny Tierny 

 Neal Van Der Voorn 

 Trudy Wagner 

 Eunice Werner 

 Gloria Witt 

 

In service to our country:  
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service 
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Hospitality: Please consider joining with others to provide light treats and make coffee 
for our Sunday fellowship after worship. Have fun and team up with a friend. 

*If you have any questions call Debbie Snowden or Linda Ribary. 

Serve in Worship: 
Thank you to the volunteers who serve in worship.  
More volunteers are needed in all areas and training is readily available.  We currently have need of a couple 
more people who are willing to help with the livestream. Our system has become less complicated and more 
reliable, making it much easier to learn. Please consider helping provide worship accessible to those outside 
the building! 

 Let’s Wear Our Nametags 
 As a sign of hospitality to all visitors, newcomers, and just the plain forgetful, please remember to wear 
 your nametag! If you are in need of a new nametag, leave a note on Cindy’s desk. 

 We Share the Air – Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All 
 We ask our entire community to be mindful of folks with scent sensitivities  and refrain from using 
 perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to Agnus Dei. 

 Phishing Scams Continue! BEWARE OF FRAUD  

 The scams will continue so we will continue to remind you...Be aware of phony emails posing as    
 our pastor arriving your inboxes. Please remember: ADLC staff will never contact you for money, gift 
 cards or financial information of any kind.  

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

The following are the folks who are currently scheduling: 
Council—Security 
Debbie Snowden—Stream Team and Sound System 
Marilyn Colyar—Assisting Ministers 
Paula Davis—Lectors, Greeters, and Ushers 
Kimberly Morgan—Altar Guild 

Serving in Worship July 2026 

JULY 
Altar 
Guild 

Assisting 
Minister 

Lector 
Stream 
Team/ 
Sound 

Ushers Greeters Security 
Prayer 
Writer 

Flowers 
Front 
Room 
Kids 

5 
9:30 
AM 

K Morgan 
A Conley 

M Colyar P Borg 
B Nuss-
baum 

L & M 
Colyar 

P Davis Waite M Colyar J Stuen NO FRK 

12 
9:30 
AM 

R Crow 
S Lubash 

P Waite C Franz 
M Snow-

den 
D Sapp 
P Davis 

C Franz 
R Kulman 

 K Gemar J Stuen NO FRK 

19 
9:30 
AM 

L Brentin 
A Keyl 

P Brandt M Beert S Carter 
P & D 
Waite 

K Gemar 
A Carter 

Gemar P Waite J Stuen NO FRK 

26 
9:30 
AM 

J McCraw 
E Nesbitt 

A Bakke 
L 

Zehnder 
P Kusche 

B & C 
Beals 

R Crow 
T Kusche 

Waite D Waite J Stuen NO FRK 
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The monthly newsletter of 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address 
changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals  

 253-851-6222, ext. 1 office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Church Staff  

Pastor JT Burk, 701-969-0809 

Office 253-851-6222, ext. 2, Email Pastor JT 

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck 

Office: 253-851-6222, ext. 4, Email Susan 

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals 

  253-851-6222, ext, 1 Email Cindy B 

Financial Services Administrative Assistant: Cindy Hart, 

 253-851-6222, ext.5, Email Cindy H 

Little Lambs Preschool Director, Shannon Moore 

 253-851-6222, ext. 3,  Email Shannon 

Congregational President: Gary Gemar 

Congregational Vice President: Lance Colyar 

Council Secretary: Debbie Snowden 

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum 

Treasurer: Mike Snowden  
 

 

 

Congregation Council 

Gary Gemar, Tracy Clark, Lance Colyar, Ronnie Kulman, Mollie McLean, 

Debbie Snowden, Rhonda Sobie, Randy Spitzer, Jody Viscardi, Phil Waite 

Council Liaison Positions  
  
 Communications and Connections—Tracy Clark 

 Endowment Committee—Lance Colyar 

 Finance Committee—Randy Spitzer  

 Faith Formation—Mollie MacLean 

 God’s Work/Our Hands, Congregation—Debbie Snowden  

 God’s Work/Our Hands, Community—Ronnie Kulman 

 IT Committee—Randy Spitzer 

 Little Lambs Board—Jody Viscardi 

 Stewardship Committee—Rhonda Sobie 

 Properties Team—Gary Gemar 

 Personnel Committee—Gary Gemar 

 Worship Committee—Phil Waite 
  

Little Lambs Preschool  
 

Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore 

 Email: lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan 

Little Lambs Board: Maria Beaudette, Katie Dobszinsky, Peggy Mickelson, 
Jenn Paini, Susan Whitney, Neal Van der Voorn 

 

 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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mailto:office@agnusdeilutheran.org
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mailto:lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org
mailto:lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org

