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How Churches

have Organized

Episcopal

Presbyterian

Congregational

Primary
Locus of
Authority

Bishops &
Higher Clergy

Representativ
e Elder Courts

Democratic
Local
Assembly

Structural

Hierarchy

Vertical Hierarchy
(Bishops /
Archbishops /
Pope)

Multi-tiered
Connectional
Courts (Sessions /
Presbyteries)

None (Complete
Autonomy)

Denominational

Examples

Roman Catholic,
Eastern Orthodox,
United Methodist

PCA, PCUSA, Dutch
Reformed

Southern/Independent
Baptists, some
nondenom

Congregational
Role

Receives
sacraments &
direction

Elects
representative local
elders

Votes on all major
decisions



Primary

How Churches . - Structural Denominational Congregational
ocus o
have Organized : Hierarchy Examples Role
Authority
Vertical Hierarchy _ ,
_ _ Roman Catholic, Receives
] Bishops & (Bishops /
Episcopal , , Eastern Orthodox, sacraments &
Higher Clergy | Archbishops / _ _ o
United Methodist direction
Pope)
Multi-tiered
_ _ Elects
. Representativ | Connectional PCA, PCUSA, Dutch _
Presbyterian _ representative local
e Elder Courts | Courts (Sessions / Reformed
_ elders
Presbyteries)
Democratic Southern/Independent _
] None (Complete _ Votes on all major
Congregational Local Baptists, some .
Autonomy) decisions

Assembly nondenom
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How Churches . - Structural Denominational Congregational
OCuUs O
have Organized : Hierarchy Examples Role
Authority
Vertical Hierarchy _ _
_ _ Roman Catholic, Receives
] Bishops & (Bishops /
Episcopal _ _ Eastern Orthodox, sacraments &
Higher Clergy | Archbishops / _ _ o
United Methodist direction

Pope)

Multi-tiered

Elects
. Representativ | Connectional PCA, PCUSA, Dutch _
Presbyterian _ representative local
e Elder Courts | Courts (Sessions / Reformed d
elders
Presbyteries)
Democratic Southern/Independent _
] None (Complete _ Votes on all major
Congregational Local Baptists, some

Autonomy) decisions
Assembly nondenom



Primary

How Churches . - Structural Denominational Congregational
OCuUs O
have Organized : Hierarchy Examples Role
Authority
Vertical Hierarchy _ _
_ _ Roman Catholic, Receives
] Bishops & (Bishops /
Episcopal _ _ Eastern Orthodox, sacraments &
Higher Clergy | Archbishops / _ _ o
United Methodist direction
Pope)
Multi-tiered
_ _ Elects
. Representativ | Connectional PCA, PCUSA, Dutch _
Presbyterian representative local

e Elder Courts | Courts (Sessions / Reformed
_ elders
Presbyteries)

Democratic Southern/Independent _
None (Complete Votes on all major

Congregational Local Baptists, some .
Autonomy) decisions
Assembly nondenom




HOW RENEWAL CHURCH IS ORGANIZED

Primary Locus
of Authority

Structural

Hierarchy

Denominational

Examples

Congregational Role

Elder-Led
Local

Local Plural
Elder Team

None External
(Autonomous)

Non-denominational
Bible Churches,
Sovereign Grace,
Plymouth Brethren

Active service and
ministry, discipleship,
testing teaching,
Support and
Stewardship,
“Life-blood” of the
church




WHY HAS RENEWAL CHURGH ADOPTED THIS MODEL?



WHY HAS RENEWAL CHURGH ADOPTED THIS MODEL?

1. Itisthe Consistent New Testament Pattern: Plural Elders in
Every Local Church (Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5, Acts 20:17, 28)



WHY HAS RENEWAL CHURGH ADOPTED THIS MODEL?

2. Qualifications and Responsibilities of Elders (1 Timothy 3:1-7,
5:17, Titus 1:5-9, 1 Peter 5:1-5



WHY HAS RENEWAL CHURGH ADOPTED THIS MODEL?

3. The Role of the Congregation (Priesthood of All Believers +
Mutual Ministry c.f. Ephesians 4:11-12, 1 Peter 2:9, Galatians
6:1-2, Hebrews 10:24-25, 1 Thessalonians 5:11)



WHY HAS RENEWAL CHURGH ADOPTED THIS MODEL?

4. Local Autonomy (No Denominational Hierarchy in the NT)
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s 6:1-2, 1 Thessalonians 5:11
ion is mutual and qualified







