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What Are We Celebrating? (US history review - https://www.ushistory.org/us )

The Declaration of Independence:  “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
Look at what they were proclaiming:
· God is our Creator: Genesis 1:27 
· All people are equal: Acts 10:34        Romans 2:11 
· All good things come from God: Ecclesiastes 3:11-13      James 1:17  

Two things we know about those colonists: the vast majority were Christians, and those folks were diverse.  Here’s an estimate of the different groups in 1770:

	Religious Group
	Approx. % of Population

	Congregationalists (New England Puritans)
	20%

	Anglicans (Church of England)
	19%

	Presbyterians
	19%

	Baptists
	10%

	Quakers
	7%

	German Reformed
	5%

	Dutch Reformed
	3%

	Lutherans
	3%

	Roman Catholics
	2%

	Methodists
	Less than 1%

	Jews
	Less than 1%

	Other groups (Moravians, Mennonites, etc.)
	11%



(So, we should not be surprised that the US Constitution, written in 1787, made sure that there could be no test of religious affiliation for those seeking public office. (Article 6, Clause 3)

Our Diverse Founders
George Washington:  Church of England.
Farewell Address, 1796  “It is substantially true, that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular government.” 
Thomas Jefferson:  Deist.
From Notes on the State of Virginia, 1783  “. . .And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their own firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but what of his wrath? Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just…”
James Madison: Church of England
Message to the Massachusetts Militia, 1798  “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”

As a diverse nation, we need to understand this important message:  this constitutional republic only works when we are willing to treat one another as equals.  We have the right to worship and share our opinions without fear of the government, but we also need to extend that same liberty to one another.

President Ronald Reagan, from an address at Yorktown in 1981, "Our Declaration of Independence has been copied by emerging nations around the globe, its themes adopted in places many of us have never heard of. Here in this land, for the first time, it was decided that man is born with certain God-given rights. We the people declared that the government is created by the people for their own convenience." 
HOMEWORK:
1 – This week, give thanks to God for the amazing gift of this country.  What has this country done for you and those who came before you?
2 – Go find a copy of the Declaration of Independence and take the time to see how many Biblical truths you can find in there.
3 – Next week: Tom Austin will be preaching, and we will continue to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the United States.
