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Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, IN JESUS NAME!
[bookmark: 28][bookmark: 29]Text: Genesis 1:26–28 (BSB) Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness, to rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, and over all the earth itself and every creature that crawls upon it.” 27So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that crawls upon the earth.” 
INTRODUCTION: Authority begins in Genesis 1 — the first chapter of the Bible, the first words spoken over mankind, the first revelation of God’s intention for humanity. Before the serpent whispered… Before the Curse came… Before the Fall of man… Before death existed… Before sickness appeared… Before fear was known…God declared rulership over mankind
If you were to ask someone to define themselves that would tell you things like: “I am a teacher.” “I am a parent.” “I am a leader.” “I am a business owner.”  But in Genesis, God defines humanity by who they are, not by what they do. Identity precedes function. Being precedes doing. Essence precedes assignment.
Genesis 1:26–28 is the constitutional charter of mankind. It reveals:
1. Identity — who man is
2. Nature — what man carries
3. Assignment — what man is authorized to do
4. Authority — the legal right to fulfill the assignment
This is the divine order. This is the doctrinal foundation of the believer’s authority.
Today — in Part 1 — we deal with the first two:
IDENTITY and NATURE.
Before God gave man something to do, He gave man someone to be.
If you don’t know who you are and you don’t know what you carry, you will never be able to walk in what God designed you to do. 
	
I. IDENTITY — MAN WAS CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF A RULER  (Who man is)
Genesis 1:26 — “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness…”
1. Identity is the first revelation God gives mankind.
A. Before God gives man an assignment, He gives man an identity.
B. Identity precedes purpose.
C. Identity precedes authority.
2. The Hebrew word for “image” — tselem (tseh'-lem) representation, reflection, one who carries the nature of another, a visible expression of an invisible reality, a delegated likeness
A. Man is not merely “like” God — man is God’s representative image on the earth.
B. Man is the visible expression of the invisible God.
C. Man is the earthly extension of the heavenly Ruler.
3. The mirror that lies
Have you ever looked in a funhouse mirror? 
It reflects you — but distorted. Too tall, too wide, too short, too stretched. The problem isn’t you — it’s the mirror.  Many believers spend their whole lives trusting distorted mirrors: trauma, culture, comparison, failure, shame, sickness and disease, or unworthiness. Those mirrors don’t tell the Truth. They tell the distortion. But Genesis 1 is the true mirror. It shows you as God designed you — before distortion, before the Fall, before fear. Identity begins with the mirror God holds up, not the mirror life hands you. 
4. Identity determines capacity
A. God did not create man as a servant or a lesser being trying to imitate God.
B. God created man as a son carrying God’s nature.
C. Identity is not achieved — it is received.
5. The nature of God determines the identity of man
A. Identity is not discovered — it is God‑constructed.
B. Man’s identity flows from God’s identity because man was created as God’s image-bearer and representative.
C. When God said, “Let Us make man in Our image,” He was not describing man’s appearance — He was describing man’s essence, nature, and function.
D. This is the first and most important truth about humanity. It is the truth that shapes every other truth. It is the truth that determines destiny, purpose, and authority.
6. Man’s identity is rooted in God’s identity
A. Man is not defined by: his past, his failures, his emotions, his circumstances, his environment, his upbringing, his culture
B. Man is defined by God’s identity, because man was created in God’s image.
C. This is why the enemy attacks man’s identity first — because if he can distort identity, he can neutralize authority.
7. The lion cub
A lion cub doesn’t know it’s a lion at first. It doesn’t understand its roar, its strength, or its authority. But the nature is already there. Identity comes before awareness. Many believers live like cubs who don’t know they’re lions. They have the nature of a ruler but the mindset of the fallen man. And the enemy’s greatest fear is the day the believer realizes who they already are. That’s identity.
8. Identity Is the Foundation of Authority
A. Before we can understand dominion, rulership, or spiritual authority, we must understand identity. Authority is not something we strive for; it is something we stand in. It is not something we earn; it is something we inherit.
B. Adam did not receive authority because he was capable. He received authority because he was God’s image‑bearer.
C. Authority is not a reward. Authority is a birthright.
D. And that birthright begins with identity.

II. NATURE — MAN CARRIES GOD’S RULING NATURE (What man carries)
1. Genesis 1:26 — “after Our likeness…”
A. Identity produces nature. 
B. Nature produces function.
C. Function produces authority.
D. Because man is made in God’s image, man carries God’s ruling DNA — the internal capacity to govern, administrate, and steward creation.
2. The Hebrew word for “likeness” — demuth (dem-ooth') resemblance, pattern, model, functional similarity, capacity to operate like the original.
A. Man carries God’s functional nature.
B. Man is not divine — but man carries divine capacity.
C. Man is not God — but man carries God’s nature in delegated form.
3. The DNA test
People take DNA tests to discover where they come from. They want to know their roots, their origin, their identity. And the moment the results come back, everything changes. They start saying, “Oh… that’s why I think like this… that’s why I act like this… that’s why I’m wired this way.”
The DNA didn’t create anything new. It simply revealed what was already true. Genesis 1 is your spiritual DNA test. It reveals your origin. It reveals your nature. It reveals what you carry.
You don’t act like God to become like Him. You act like Him because His likeness — His demuth — is already in your spiritual DNA. You were created with His nature. You were designed with His capacity. You carry His ruling imprint.
4. Man carries God’s ruling DNA
Everything God created finds its identity in the source from which it came. 
Man was created with: 
A. God’s character
1) Holiness, righteousness, goodness, justice.
2) Man was designed to reflect God’s moral nature.
3) Authority without character becomes abuse — but authority rooted in God’s character becomes stewardship.
B. God’s creativity
1) God creates by speaking; man creates by speaking God’s Word.
2) Man builds, designs, imagines, and innovates. This reflects God’s creative nature.
C. God’s governing nature
1) God rules the universe with wisdom, order, and intentionality.
2) Man was created to extend that rule on earth.
3) This is why humans instinctively:
· build systems
· create laws
· form governments
· establish order
· administrate environments
4) These instincts are not cultural — they are creational.
D. God’s moral capacity
1) Humans can discern right from wrong, not merely by instinct, but by conscience. 
2) This is part of God’s moral nature reflected in us.
E. God’s relational capacity
1) Humans can know God, love God, and commune with God. 
2) No other creature is invited into this kind of fellowship.
F. God’s spiritual capacity
1) Man is the only being in creation who can:
· commune with God
· hear God
· speak for God
· represent God
· enforce God’s will
2) Man can perceive spiritual realities, respond to God’s voice, and operate in spiritual authority.
G. God’s ability to administrate creation
1) Man was created to manage the earth the way God manages Heaven.
2) This includes:
· stewardship
· cultivation
· governance
· oversight
· decision-making
· problem-solving
3) Man is not a servant trying to imitate God — man is a son carrying God’s nature.
4) This is why rulership is not arrogance — it is inheritance.
III. APPLICATION — WALKING IN YOUR ORIGINAL DESIGN
1. Think from identity
A. Stop thinking like the fallen man.
B. Start thinking like the restored man, IN Christ.
C. Your thoughts must align with your seat, not your circumstances.
2. Reject every identity that did not come from God
A. If it came from:
· trauma
· culture
· failure
· fear
· comparison
· insecurity
· sin …it is NOT your identity.
3. See yourself as God’s image-bearer
A. You are the visible expression of the invisible God. You are the earthly extension of the heavenly Ruler.
4. Act from nature
A. You carry God’s ruling DNA. 
B. You carry God’s character, creativity, capacity, and governing nature.
5. Begin speaking from identity
A. Say what God says about you. 
B. Confession activates identity
6. Let identity heal your self‑image
A. You are NOT:
· broken
· powerless
· defeated
· overwhelmed
· insignificant
B. You ARE who God says you are.
7. Prepare your heart for Wednesday
A. Today we established who you are and what you carry. 
B. Wednesday we will establish what you’re authorized to do and the legal right you have to do it.

IV. DECLARATIONS
I was created in the image of God. 
I carry God’s ruling nature. 
I am not fearful. 
I am not powerless. 
I am not defeated. 
I am not intimidated. 
I am not overwhelmed. 
My identity comes from God alone. 
I carry His likeness, His nature, and His capacity. 
I am who God says I am.




V. CLOSING
You were created in the image of a Ruler. 
You carry the nature of the One who reigns. 
Identity is your foundation. 
Nature is your design.
This is who you are. 
This is what you carry.
On Wednesday — 
we will step into Assignment and Authority 
and you will see why the enemy fears a believer 
who knows their identity 
and walks in their nature.
But today… 
Stand in who you are. 
Stand in what you carry. 
Stand in your created design.
