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Acts 8:25-40

The Radical Inclusion of the Gospel

How the Spirit’s first cross-cultural mission reversed the oldest curses of the ancient world.
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Persecution pushes the church beyond its borders

Saul’s Persecution \\ PEER .\ The Gospel is

Stephen is stoned as the first e ' forced outward
martyr of the Christian church, 5 A i N
/

and Jewish leaders authorize .
: ) / / : message to the villages of

severe pers [ in £ . - .
evere persecution against e /7 S ' R Samaria.

Believers scatter, bringing the

believers in Jerusalem.

~ So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they started back to |
_ Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. (Acts 8:25)
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The Gospel advances according to a divine template

The Remotest Part of the Earth

The ultimate target of God's global vision.

Judea and Samaria
The current frontier. The Gospel is received by a
marginalized people group, previously rejected by the Jews
and barred from bullding or worshipping at the temple.

Jerusalem

The origin point.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. (Acts 1:8)
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The Samaritan Revival: A Three-Fold Pathway

6 There is always more St Jisatvation
Of GOd to l,)e had Mechanism: Baptized BY the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ.
He is infinite and Result: Moved from death to life, darkness to light.
inexhaustible.” 99

Step 2: Water Baptism

" Mechanism: Baptized in water BY another believer.
Result: An outward declaration of the internal reality.

QU T Step 3: Spirit Baptism

" Mechanism: Baptized BY Jesus in the Holy Spirit and fire.
Result: Empowered for continued depth.
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36 As they Wen'_'_;
came to some we
said, "Look!

behevethat
God.”
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Dossier Attributes

The Status: Foreigner (Outside the covenant

people).

Ethiopian Title: Court Official and Treasurer to

Candace (Title for the Queen of the

EunuCh Ethiopians).

Disposition: A genuine seeker of God,
possessing the humility and wealth to
own and read the scroll of Isaiah.

He is a man entrusted with all the royal treasure of an empire, yet he
had traveled all the way to Jerusalem to worship only to find he was
fundamentally excluded from the covenant community.




The Eunuch’s Reality: A Diagnostic Matrix of Devastation

L) L) By

Physical Devastation Social Marginalization Psychological Trauma

Castration halted testosterone In a world where identity and A profound, permanent sense
production, causing honor were tied entirely to of visible shame and

radical biological shifts: lineage, he had none. No incompleteness.

taller stature with excess family legacy, incompleteness. He was, by

body fat, softer features, no inheritance, an object of definition, a man without a
unnaturally long arms, cultural pity, and highly future.

weakened bones, muscle vulnerable (a status usually

atrophy, shortened lifespan, forced upon slaves, not

and absolute infertility. chosen).




A permanent legal barrier
to the presence of God

The Ethiopian eunuch had traveled
thousands of miles across deserts
to seek the God of Israel. He
possessed immense wealth and
political power as the Queen’s
treasurer.

No one who is emasculated
or has his male organ cut off
shall enter the assembly of

the Lord. >
(Deuteronomy.25:)

Despite his wealth and his desire to

worship, the Torah permanently and
explicitly barred him from entering
the covenant community.




The Eunuch’s Reality: A Diagnostic Matrix of Devastation

) i) i

Physical Devastation Social Marginalization Psychological Trauma

|| Castration halted testosterone In a world where identity and A profound, permanent sense
| production, causing honor were tied entirely to of visible shame and
radical biological shifts: lineage, he had none. No incompleteness.
taller stature with excess family legacy, He was, by definition, a
body fat, softer features, no inheritance, an object of man without a future.
unnaturally long arms, cultural pity, and highly
weakened bones, muscle vulnerable (a status usually
atrophy, shortened lifespan, forced upon slaves, not
and absolute infertility. chosen).
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Returning to the desert, searching the prophets

“Well, how could I understand,
unless someone guides me?”

He is reading
the Scriptures in
the desert. He
possesses the
. humility and
. curiosity to
| invite Philip, a
. stranger
Bl running
= m alongside his |
Jerusalem 2 The Desert Road to Gaza | chariot, to sit and

The goal of his journey. The B & b7 The long, slow journey home in an | explain the text. §
place of worship where he was S S RET ox-drawn wagon. A man without : |
denied access to the assembly. i S Z a legacy, traveling through a

B s o barren wasteland.
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The ultimate divine setup

Sl o

£
The Suffering Servant  §
(Isaiah 53) %g

j ‘4/, -

The Specific Promise E B
(Isaiah 56:3-5)

A savior whose life was
removed from the earth
and whose generation was
cut off—a figure who
perfectly understood the
Eunuch’s humiliation.

leads directly to... .«

—— God'’s explicit, prophetic

guarantee to the most

marginalized people in
the ancient world.

—

Let not the foreigner say, “The Lord
will surely separate me.” Nor let the
eunuch say, ‘Behold, I am a dry tree.”

N
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5 To them | will glv_.. |
walls a memorial, An

the foreigners wh .,; %
To minister to ;

from profaning the sa
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|saiah 56:




i Ao
7 Even those | will bring
And make them joyful
Their burnt offerings

be acceptable on

be called a house of |
peoples.” 8 The Lord (
dispersed of Israel,/declare
gather to them, to those alree

|saiah 56:348
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p—/ ;\\ Preaching Jes
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The Prophec |
The Suffering Servant |
of Isaiah 53—humiliated |
and left without an |
earthly generation. :
|

(5

Philip starts at this

- & exact scripture and
.’= preaches Jesus.

Christ’s earthly life
was brutally cut off

~and removed from

the earth.

>~ lineage can now be

The %ul-f‘ill_n;ent

Because Jesus was cut :
off, outsiders with no g

grafted into an eternal
generation. Access is no
longer based on physical
- physical perfection, 4
?h\but on the Messiah. /!

—
1‘ v
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The Gospel reverses every curse of the Law

Dimension

The Law’s Curse
(Deut. 23:1)

The Prophetic
Promise

The Gospel
Reality

Access to God

Shall not enter
the assembly

(Isa. 56:3-5)

Within my walls
a memorial

(Acts 8)

Welcomed and
baptized into the
Body of Christ

Lineage &
Legacy

The “Dry Tree”
(No reproduction)

A name better
than sons and
daughters

An everlasting
name that will not
be cut off

Psychological
State

Humiliation and
marginalization

| will make them
joyful in my house

Went on his way
rejoicing




__ Explicitly barred from the

Assembly (Deut 23:1).

“l am a dry tree”/

Absolute infertility.

. Adespised foreigner

in enemy territory.

Profound shame
and mourning.

The Gospel Provision

; Baptized into the very
. Body of Christ.

Granted a memonal and an

~ “gverlasting name better than

Welcomed, gathered, and
brought to God S Holy Mountaln

Made “joyful in My -
=y ‘house of prayer |
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The Place

The Desert Road. An angel directs
Philip south to the road descending from
Jerusalem to Gaza—territory historically

associated with the Philistines.

Radical G L n
Inclusion ourt offi

1

for C: dacevuue_en

of the Etmo n’s
/

The Preparation
The Open Scroll. The Spirit instructs
Philip to approach the slow-moving, ox-
drawn wagon where the man is already
readmg the prophet lsalah #




The physical dividing line of radical inclusion

REJOICING * ACCEPTANCE e
EVERLASTING NAME ¢ INCLUSION

Philip and the eunuch both went down into the last watering hole available before the desert. Norm
Philitip and the eunuch both went down into the last watering hole available before the desert.

Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized? .

—

When he came up out of the water, Philip was shatched away, but the eunuch went on his way rejoicing.
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