UTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2026

Introduction

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the
power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a
cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our

baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful
welcome.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING SONG LIFT HIGH THE CROSS (ELW #660)
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 0 Lord, once Ilift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ci - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

INVOCATION

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.



KYRIE
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Glo-ry to God,

glo- ry to God,
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glo-ry to God,
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glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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1 Lord God, heav-en- ly king, al-might-y God and Fa- ther, we
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give you thanks, we praiseyou for your glo - ry.

P

— M |

P— n
5 | 1 1 | — 1 | 1

Glo-ry to God,
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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right hand of the Fa - ther: re- ceive our  prayer.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the
world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING ROMANS 6:12-23

2Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. '*No longer
present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God
as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as
instruments of righteousness. '* For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under
law but under grace.

5What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! '® Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you
are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience,
which leads to righteousness? "7 But thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sin have
become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted '8 and that
you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. '°| am speaking in
human terms because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as
slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.



20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 2! So what fruit did
you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is
death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have
leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 10:40-42

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 10th Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. 4 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly | tell you, none of these will lose

their reward.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ

SERMON

JERRY STOLLINGS



HYMN OF THE DAY
“MORE LIKE JESUS”

Music and lyrics: Brett Younker, Brooke Ligertwood, Kristian Stanfill, Scott Ligertwood
© 2018 sixsteps Music; worshiptogether.com songs; SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia
Administrators Capitol CMG Publishing, Hillsong Publishing, LLC

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “God of grace” and the response will be “Hear our prayer”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - MY TRIBUTE (TO GOD BE THE GLORY) - DYNELL/CHOIR/BAND

LET THE VINEYARDS
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sown, that we may be fed  with the bread of life.
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the lord our god. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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JESUS WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice
is also available.
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION HYMN
“MEEKNESS AND MAJESTY”

Music and lyrics: Graham Kendrick
© 1986 Make Way Music Administrators Music Services, Inc.




COMMUNION BLESSING
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, '+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
“10,000 REASONS”

Music and lyrics: Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman
© 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs; sixsteps Music; Thankyou Music Ltd; worshiptogether.com songs
Administrators Capitol CMG Publishing

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



Thank you for worshiping with us today.

We hope every person felt welcomed here, especially our guests. We trust that our time together has filled you with a sense of joy and
peace, and we invite you to return soon.






BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL

Kristal Cutler, Director of Music
Nina Davis, Office Manager
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Shawn Garner, Facility Management
Matt Meade & Lexy Grymala Nursery Managers

Mel Siebert, Youth Ministry
Patty White, Parish Custodian

Financial or Giving Questions

music@bethelwinchester.com
office@bethelwinchester.com
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facility@bethelwinchester.com
office@bethelwinchester.com

youth@bethelwinchester.com
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Council Executive Committee
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CHERIE LAUCK, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300,EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com
MATT LYMAN, SECRETARY & COMMUNICATIONS TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-550-0710, EMAIL matt.lyman@bethelwinchester.com

LYNDA GRYMALA, TREASURER & FINANCE TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-222-9408, EMAIL lynda.grymala@bethelwinchester.com
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Al ights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #47610 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Used by permission. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 1856075 OneLicense.net A-716404


mailto:office@bethelwinchester.com
mailto:office@bethelwinchester.com
mailto:annwhite54@aol.com
mailto:shari.fletcher@bethelwinchester.com
http://www.bethelwinchester.com/

