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Hello Federated family,
        Thank you for your patience as I was gone on vacation. We had a wonderful time on our trip to
Scotland. It is a beautiful country, and I would highly recommend visiting if you get the chance. You
might even do as Hannah and I did and make some haggis. Haggis isn’t as bad as you think, in fact, 
I found it quite enjoyable.

         In our newsletter series we are spotlighting seven hallmarks of a disciple. We are referencing two
different scriptures for these marks. The second set which we will get to later is Acts 2:42. In Acts we see
the start of the early church, and we see that the disciples live a certain way. I recommend reading all
the way through the end of that chapter in Acts as it paints a great picture of what the early church was
up to. It also gives us a challenging question in our own lives. It makes me ask myself, am I doing what
Peter, James and John were doing? 

         Our focal passage today is a very famous passage often called the great commission. It is so called
because they are marching orders from Jesus Himself. Matthew 28:19-20, “Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.”

           Last month we focused on what it means to “observe all that I commanded you,” 
if you missed that one I recommend you read it. It is posted on our website: federatedchurch.tv. 
This month we are focusing on baptism. Jesus commanded, here in the great commission, that we
baptize the disciples we are making. Baptism is a part of the whole process. Here are 9 more scriptures 
speaking about baptism.

         “Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and each of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will
call to Himself.’ And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, ‘Be
saved from this perverse generation!’ So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that
day there were added about three thousand souls.” Acts 2:37-41. 

         Peter had just preached his message during Pentecost and the Jewish crowd, many of whom had
literally called for Jesus’ death, were listening. The crowd saw the miraculous work of God when tongues
of fire came from the Holy Spirit. The Jews heard Peter’s words and were convicted of their sin. Peter
then tells them to repent, which is the same message Jesus gives in Matthew 4:17. All people, even
people today, need to know that they are not perfect and must stop their sin and lead a new life by
following Christ. Peter said repent, be baptized for the forgiveness of those sins and then you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 



A word from Pastor Adam (continued...)

What an amazing promise. Jesus promised the disciples in Acts 1:5, “for John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” This power that descended, the third person
of the trinity, God Himself, is received as a part of the baptism process. The disciples received Him first on
Pentecost, but we are to receive Him as part of the baptism process. That is what Peter says in Acts 2. 
We must show faith (which is belief plus obedience) by repenting and being baptized. That is our part of the
command. Reading this should make us ask, have we been obedient in baptism?
                 
         Another scripture about baptism is Ephesians 4:1-6, “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you
to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.”
         
  Paul was ministering to both Jews and Gentiles. The tension in the early church was palpable. Groups
within the church formed, it was often a “we” versus “they” mentality. Paul invests a lot of ink showing how
we must all be one unified church. We must unify around something specific. How do we do this? These
verses in Ephesians 4 play a bit of a conclusion to those thoughts. Paul is urging us to walk in the calling we
have received. We must therefore act not divisively but peacefully and gently. Being peaceable and gentle
at times is very difficult, especially when we disagree on a matter. Paul is saying that the manner in which
we behave while disagreeing is important. We should, at all times, reflect Christ, for it is by His name we are
called. It is His example, words and commands that we are to follow and unify around. That is the point of
Paul’s admonition of “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and
through all and in all.” It is still important today in a world where denomination and belief can easily divide.
We must follow Christ and it is there we will find our unity. 
 
         This is precisely the point Paul again makes in Galatians 3:26-29, “For you are all sons of God through
faith in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all
one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to
promise.” Paul says it another way in 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, “For even as the body is one and yet has many
members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.”

        Unity is found in Christ, not our factions. I love the picture that is painted here of putting on Christ as
though He were a garment. In other words, we must cover ourselves in Him so thoroughly that he becomes
a part of us. People would see Him, not us.
       
         “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete,
and He is the head over all rule and authority; and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision
made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; having been
buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God,
who raised Him from the dead. When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having canceled out
the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of
the way, having nailed it to the cross.” Colossians 2:9-14. 



 Jesus is fully God, the Holy Spirit is fully God and Paul is very clear on their deity. This is who we allign
ourselves with when we are baptized. It is as though we are saying, “I’m on His team.” Baptism is a physical
marker, like circumcision, that tells of the covenant oath we take. When we are baptized it sets us apart for
Him. We are buried in baptism, like He was buried after crucifixion. We are raised up through faith, like He
was raised from the dead. What an incredible thing. Therefore, we are made alive after being dead in our sins,
by Christ’s work on the cross. God designed baptism to have such deep and rich meaning. We, who belong to
Christ and have been baptized, should be a different kind of person. We should always reflect His holiness.

         Peter makes the connection of typology as he compares baptism to Noah’s ark in 1 Peter 3:20-22. “…
when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few,
that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you
—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and
authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.”

        God is still working patiently to offer souls repentance as in the days of Noah. He provides a way through
water towards Himself. Baptism isn’t washing the dirt away, nor is it literally washing sins away, but Peter
says when you are baptized it is an appeal to God, an appeal to the resurrection of Christ and the saving
power of His atoning work. Our obedience in baptism represents an appeal, as in court, to have the mercy of
Christ cover us. We must make that appeal; we must be baptized as a disciple. We must be baptized like
those believers in Acts 2 who were baptized in obedience to Christ for the forgiveness of sin. 

        Paul sums all these thoughts up like this in Romans 6:1-11, “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in
sin so that grace may increase? May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? Or do you not
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore
we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have become united with
Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this,
that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we
would no longer be slaves to sin;for he who has died is freed from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to
die again; death no longer is master over Him. For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the
life that He lives, He lives to God. Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ
Jesus.” Repent of your sin. Be baptized a sign of dying to your old self and live a new life with Christ.

          Some of you might now be saying, Adam, I was baptized a long time ago, so this article is kind of
worthless. Not so! If I may bring it back to the great commission. Jesus said make disciples and baptize them.
If you have already been baptized you completed that part of discipleship. Yet the commission still remains,
each believer is to make disciples and to baptize them. For the seasoned believer that is quite a challenge.
The challenge could be put this way, who are you discipling and are they ready for you to baptize them? It is
each of job to walk that path. Jesus said it. Now that is convicting. We will talk more about making disciples
next month but remember that we should be actively discipling those around us for the kingdom of God. We
should be baptized in obedience and we should be ready to baptize those who are following the way of
Jesus. If you are ready to talk about baptism please come see me, I’d be happy to talk about it with you. We
do this all in obedience to Him. – Pastor Adam
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PLEASE BE PRAYING FOR:
For the Gospel to be heard in our community
For our children & youth
For the growth of God’s Kingdom in and through our church.
For the broken and the lost to come to know the love of Christ in a life-changing way
For an uprising of Prayer Warriors across the nation
For the Spiritual Awakening of our nation

         

  Prayer Concerns: 
  Max Yoder, Carol Neundorf, Nancy Cravens

ADAM CLICK - PASTOR - ADAM.M.CLICK@GMAIL.COM / 375-3336
BOARD PRESIDENT -DOUG JACKSON / JACKSON@GUNGOLLJACKSON.COM/ 580-977-4567

VICE PRESIDENT / PROPERTIES - JOHN JOHNSON / JPJOHNSON@PLDI.NET/ 405-368-8518
MISSIONS - JOEL CHISUM - RAFTER5REALTY@GMAIL.COM / 405-368-6326

BUSINESS DIRECTOR - GARY COY / GARYDCOY12@GMAIL.COM/ 405-368-4269
PERSONNEL CHAIR - JASON HILL / JWHILL929@AOL.COM / 405-368-4046

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - PATTY STOUDEMIRE / AZPOWDER13@GMAIL.COM / 405-439-3689
WORSHIP/ TECHNOLOGY - JOYCE STUTEVILLE - JOYCESTUTE@PLDI.NET / 405-326-6566

ACTIVITY PLANNER - KARA BRUEGGEN- BRUEGGENKARA@GMAIL.COM/ 405-503-0124
 SECRETARY - TAMMY SAMMONS / TAMMYJSAMMONS@GMAIL.COM / 405-808-1765
CHURCH OFFICE - NANCY HOLTHE -FEDERATEDCHURCH@PLDI.NET /405-375-3336

15 -  Joyce Stuteville, Jamae Frey, 

22 - Tom & Karen Edgar, 
Carla Henderson, Jean Crosswhite

Altar & Social

VOLUNTEERS

*Joyce Stuteville
Karen Edgar
Melissa  Hill

*Cheri Henderson
Sharon Gooden
Connie Boeckman
Jean Crosswhite

Meals On Wheels
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900 W. Fay Avenue
Kingfisher, OK. 73750
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