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The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. 
This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of 
sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises 
that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to 
the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship 
we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the 

little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 
We thank Pastor Paul Townsend for leading today’s 
worship service!  
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WELCOME 
Please stand 

 
GREETING 
 

P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

 
 
OPENING HYMN                     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807 

 
 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 

C: we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God the Almighty, 

☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

C: O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape 

the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING                                                                 Jeremiah 28:5-9 
 

A: A reading from the Book of Jeremiah, the twenty-eighth chapter.   

 
5 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the 

people who were standing in the house of the Lord, 6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May 

the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied and bring back to this 

place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord and all the exiles. 7 But listen now to this 

word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who 

preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many 

countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 

prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 

 

A: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SECOND READING                                                          Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
 

A: A reading from Psalm 89.  

 

A: 1 Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; 

  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

C: 2 For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 

  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 

A:  3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 

C: 4 ‘I will establish your line forever, 

  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ” 

A: 15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 

  They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence. 

C: 16 They rejoice daily in your name; 

  they are jubilant in your righteousness. 

A: 17 For you are the glory of their strength, 

  and by your favor our might is exalted. 

C: 18 Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord; 

  our king to the Holy One of Israel.  

 

A: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 



Please stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                 Matthew 10:40-42 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.  

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes 

me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet 

will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 

righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and whoever gives even a cup of 

cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these 

will lose their reward.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
SERMON: I Welcome You                                           Pastor Paul Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN                                                 I Want Jesus to Walk With Me ELW 325 

 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
P: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

P: …God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O 

God, through Jesus our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 



 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P:   The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
 

THE OFFERING 
 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 

In gratitude to God we give out of the abundance that God has given us. 

 

 
 
 

Please stand 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  

 

P:  Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

P: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 

within each cell; with every breath. 

C: We praise you, O God. 

 

P: Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; by night and day; 

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

C: We bless you, O God. 

P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 

beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

C: We thank you, O God. 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of 

faith: 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 

among your people; throughout the world. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 



P: Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, One God, through Christ Jesus, 

by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION 
This is God’s table so all are welcome to join the feast.  

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.  

 

P:  Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P: Compassionate God, our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love through these gifts 

of bread and wine, your body and blood. 

Strengthen us that we may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



Please stand 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
 
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING HYMN                                                       All Are Welcome ELW 641 

 



 
 

 
 
 

  

 

DISMISSAL 
 
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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