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5th Sunday After Pentecost – June 28, 2026 
10 a.m. Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church 

Welcome Friends and Guests: The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This 
baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ 
promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ 
himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of 
this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 

Serving this Sunday: 
  Worship – Pastor Lisa Rygiel, Julie Wersal & Cheryl Leef 
  Musicians – Connie Pallone & Mark Nelson 
  Ushers – Jody Alford & Cheryl Leef 
  Communion – John & Lisa Rygiel 

Worship & Music: In boundless diversity, we all are made in God's image! If you are 
visiting or new to our faith family, please sign our guest book and feel free to Come back 
and worship each Sunday at 10 a.m.  

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. We use both the cranberry Lutheran 
Book of Worship and the purple All Creation Sings hymnals as indicated in the bulletin. 

Communion: We celebrate open communion. This is Christ’s table, all are welcome. You 
may come forward for the sacraments or cross your arms across your chest for a blessing. 
Our bread is gluten free and both wine and white grape juice (center of tray) are available. 

Other: Restrooms are in the Fellowship Hall; our ushers can direct you. 

Fellowship: Please join us after worship today in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and 
conversation. All are welcome! 

Zion’s Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community.  
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~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Gathering of Prayers & Call to Worship 
With joy and celebration, God welcomes us to this place. 
How good it is to gather in God's house! 

With joy and celebration, we welcome one another. 
We greet each other by name; we are equal in God's Kingdom. 

We open our hearts, to welcome God's love; we open our arms, to welcome God's 
people. 
Here, every single one of God's children is welcome. 

Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our 
sin, and heals our lives. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from our sin 
and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart, give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast 
us away but fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us. Amen. 

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you…. As high as heaven is 
above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and 
love. Blessed be God forever. 

Gathering Hymn: #641 (cranberry hymnal) All are Welcome  

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also, with you. 

Kyrie  
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Prayer of the Day  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape 
the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

~Word~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
5 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and 
all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, 6 and the prophet Jeremiah 
said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied 
and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord and all the 
exiles. 7 But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all 
the people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied 
war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for the 
prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will 
be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 

God’s Word invites us into life. Thanks be to God! 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
1 Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; 
 from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
2 For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 
 you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 

3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
 I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
4 ‘I will establish your line forever, 
 and preserve your throne for all generations.’” 

15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 
 They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence. 
16 They rejoice daily in your name; 
 they are jubilant in your righteousness. 

17 For you are the glory of their strength, 
 and by your favor our might is exalted. 
18 Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord; 
 our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
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Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23 
12 Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 13 No longer 
present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness but present yourselves 
to God as those who have been brought from death to life and present your members to 
God as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you 
are not under law but under grace. 

  15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 
means! 16 Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, 
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of 
obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that you who were 
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you 
were entrusted 18 and that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to 
righteousness.  

19 I am speaking in human terms because of your limitations. For just as you once 
presented your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even more 
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to 
sanctification. 

  20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 So what 
fruit did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those 
things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the 
fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

God’s Word invites us into life. Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42 

The holy gospel according to Matthew chapter 10.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the 
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous 
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and 
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 
disciple — truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon: Pastor Lisa Rygiel 

Hymn of the Day: #588 (cranberry hymnal) There is a Wideness in God’s Mercy  

Statement of Faith 
We are not alone; we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has created and is 
creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who 
works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to 
celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to 
seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our 
hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your peace. Nourish us 
so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of Compassion, hear us when we call. 

Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, wildfire, and 
pollution. Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us. God of 
Compassion, hear us when we call. 

Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division. Sustain the work of prophets in our 
time, and work through world leaders to foster understanding, justice, and peace. God of 
Compassion, hear us when we call. 

Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually…Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous 
service. God of Compassion, hear us when we call. 

Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors, renew 
established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our neighbors. God of 
Compassion, hear us when we call. 
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Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of the wider 
church and world. We give thanks for saints of all times and places. God of Compassion, 
hear us when we call. 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to 
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

Peace 
The spirit-filled peace of Christ be with you always! And also with you!  

~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 
An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give using check or cash (mail 

to 510 Pine Street), or online at: 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 

Offertory: #167 (cranberry hymnal) Now the Feast and Celebration, v. 3  

Offering Prayer 
Creator God…and that works for justice for all people. Amen. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
God is here! Immanuel is with us! 

Lift up your hearts! We lift them to our God! 

Let us give thanks to our God, the One who sees us! It is right to give our thanks and 
praise to God! 

God of Rainbow promises…As we sing with all the creatures of the earth and heavens: 

 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
We praise you, all-holy God…And so, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We pray for your Holy Spirit, your breath, your fire, your wisdom. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Christ, inspire your people for service, and renew 
the world with your mercy, with your healing, your justice, and your peace. We praise 
you, all-holy God, the Creator, the Son, the Holy Spirit, today, tomorrow, and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Heavenly God, giver of life, holy is your name, your blessed community come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For you reign in power and glory now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

God’s love is wide. God’s table is big. No one is excluded. 

Taste and see that the Lord is Good. 

Our bread is gluten free & both wine and white grape juice are available. 

God comes to us in worship and song. God also comes to us in silence and stillness. Please 
use the time before and after you commune for silent contemplation. 

Communion Song: Lamb of God  
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Communion Hymn: #969 (purple hymnal) Welcome Table  

 

Communion Hymn: #967 (purple hymnal) This is Christ’s Body 
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Communion Song: Thank the Lord & Sing His Praise  

 

Communion Prayer 
God of all queerness, you gathered us into one through this holy meal. Grant that we 
might go out into the world filled with your grace and love so that we yourself might 
serve others. In your many names we pray, Amen. 

~Sending~ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements & Special Blessings  

Benediction  
May the Creator of all embolden us to be fiercely and authentically human. May the Holy 
Protector guide us as we continue to discover the fullness of who we are. And may the 
Spirit of Truth and Wisdom guide us to seek justice for all. Amen. 

Sending Hymn: #1062 (purple hymnal) Build a Longer Table  

Dismissal  
Go forth with courage, loving God and serving neighbors. 
Thanks be to God. 
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~Announcements~ 

 Fellowship: Join us after worship today in the Fellowship Hall for coffee & 
conversation. All are welcome. 

 Wednesday Book Club: Book Club will not meet on July 1. The next session is 
Wednesday, July 8. You can join at any time, why not consider doing so now. 

 Time of Prayer and Coffee: We are invited to join our siblings in Christ from the 
Methodist church for a time of prayer and coffee at 10:30 a.m. each Thursday at 
Kangaroo Coffee -in the Marketplace on Commercial Street. 

 Service of the Word: Next Sunday, July 5, we worship using the Service of the Word. 
Steve Hanson will lead worship and provide the message, as Pr. Lisa & John Rygiel will 
be on vacation. Periodically, Zion’s uses the Service of the Word, which derives its 
pattern from the service of Holy Communion; yet the Eucharist is not shared.  

 Summer Supper Gatherings: At 5:30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each summer 
month, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for food and fun. The next evening of 
food and fun is scheduled for at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 8. Other dates are Aug. 
12 and Sept. 9. There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall for food and activities. If 
you have questions, please let Julie Wersal or Jo Moss know. 

 Worship Assistance Lists: We are updating the worship assistance list for July and 
August. If you are willing to help with ushering, communion preparation and clean up, 
or lector, please let Pr. Lisa or Jo Moss know. We will share the updated list for the 
coming months next Monday. 

 Annual Garage Sale: The annual Zion’s Garage Sale will be Saturday, Aug. 1. If you 
have items to donate, please let Julie Wersal know. We will begin accepting drop offs 
beginning July 24. Remember that, while Zion’s can accept most items for the sale, we 
cannot take electronic or computer items and we do not accept clothing and shoes.  

 We’re Here for You: For pastoral care, call Zion’s at 719-846-7785 or send an email: 
zionsluth@gmail.com. 
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