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INTRODUCTION 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power 
of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold 
water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal 
mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: Bekah Davenport; Pianist: 
Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: Pat Cambridge; Livestream: Marilyn Shealy; Greeter: Sue Righi; 
Ushers: Nick Claussen, Sue Ellen Miller;  Time with Children: Pastor; Acolyte: Melody; Tray 
Server: Wanda Weinberg 
 
 
 
 



 

WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE​ ​  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 
You are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, the Hocking River and Dow Lake 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil, and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG ​ ​ ​ All Are Welcome (ELW 641) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the 
world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
5 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the 
people who were standing in the house of the LORD, 6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! 
May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied and bring back to 
this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD and all the exiles. 7 But listen now to 
this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who 
preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many 
countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of 
that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
 1 Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing;​
  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.​
 2 For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;​
  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.​
 3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one;​
  I have sworn an oath to David my servant:​
 4 ‘I will establish your line forever,​
  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ” ​
 15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout!​
  They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence.​
 16 They rejoice daily in your name;​
  they are jubilant in your righteousness.​
 17 For you are the glory of their strength,​
  and by your favor our might is exalted.​
 18 Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD;​
  our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23 
A reading from Romans. 
12 Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 13 No longer present 
your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those 
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who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of 
righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under 
grace.​
​
  15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
16 Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves 
of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sin have become obedient 
from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted 18 and that you, having 
been set free from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms 
because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity 
and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to 
righteousness, leading to sanctification.​
  20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 So what fruit did 
you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 
22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to 
sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes 
me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet 
will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and whoever gives even a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these 
will lose their reward.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY​ ​ The Church of Christ, in Every Age (ELW 729) 

 
 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
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the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 

  

Dear God, thank you for this opportunity to worship together today, and for this time with one 

another. We thank you for the blessings of the warm days of summer as your beautiful creation 

is blooming all around us. We are grateful for creation, we are also called to care for it and to 

help the environment and the world around us. You have also blessed each of us in so many 

different ways, and we ask for your guidance this week as we move to share our blessings and 

your love with those we meet every day. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

God of Love, as Jesus said in the Gospel reading, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 

whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”  We are called to welcome strangers, 

whether they be strangers from here in our community or strangers from around the world. 

Every person is a child of God and is a part of our family. Please help each of us, and help the 

leaders of our country and countries around the world, to welcome others and to help others, 

just as you have called us to do. Please help us also to reach out to anyone who may be feeling 

alone or troubled this week and help them to know that they are loved and they are not alone. 

And please also help us to remember that while we are all different in so many ways, we are all 

Your children because You made us in Your image. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone 

whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world 

to work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort 

military families, and bless our veterans. Please also bless those who are impacted by war and 

violence, so they may be safe and they can live in peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve 

those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to 

homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. 

Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us to 

bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our 

hearts…….. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 

Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn, knowing with the conviction of our faith that 

because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we 

too will have eternal life.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
PEACE​ ​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING​  
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OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ Now the Feast and Celebration 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
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Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG ​ ​ Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak (ELW 676) 
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DISMISSAL​
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. ​
Thanks be to God.​ ​  

POSTLUDE 
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