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Welcome to Saint Paul!  

We are happy to have you here!  
 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak  
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  You are invited to speak the words printed in  bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony  
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion  Congregation  
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us  
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary.  

 

A note on Communion Wafers  
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low G luten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts 

of gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food produ cts with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results.  

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten -free wafers available upon request.  

 

  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering  
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship  

 

An Introduction to the day  
Before you could earn it, God claimed you in baptism : a gift poured over you while you were  still too  

helpless to deserve it, the mercy Christ carried through the cross and out of the grave. Freed from sin 

and death, you are now free for  others. In today's gospel, Jesus promises that a cup of cold water 

given to one of these little ones is given to him. Welcomed, we go to welcome the overlooked.  

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude.  

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness  
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Compassionate God, A: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and 

we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn  “Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons”  (ELW 798)  
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*GREETING  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
 

*Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray.  O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and 

mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one 

another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
 

Word  
First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5 -9  

God has sent Jeremiah to Judah with prophecies of defeat and disaster, hoping that the Chosen 

People will change their behavior and avert divine judgment. These proclamations are, of 

course, unpopular, and Hananiah has responded with more comfortable proph ecies, promising 

defeat to Judah’s enemies and quick return of those who have been carried into exile in Babylon.  
 

5 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests 

and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, 6 and the prophet 

Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have 

prophesied and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the 

Lord and all the exiles. 7 But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in 

the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient 

times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great 

kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet 

comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”  

                                  L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 89:1-4, 14-18                                (Sung to the tune, Nettleton  ELW 8 07) 
Jeremiah’s message is that, while the promises of God may not be fulfilled when we wish, those 

promises are absolutely dependable. This psalm is a song of such confidence.  

 
1 I’ll sing the Lord’s love forever, with my mouth I’ll make Him known;  
2 Faithfulness which leaves us never; His love is upon the throne!  
3 You said, “I have made a cov’nant with the chosen of My hand —  
4 David is My chosen servant; his throne will forever stand.”   

 
14  Your throne rests upon true justice; love and faithfulness are Yours.  
15  Bless’d are those who do acclaim You, and walk in Your light, O Lord.  
16  All day long they praise Your glory, find joy in Your holy name.  
17/18  Your great strength is all their story —Holy One of Isr’el’s fame!  

 
 

Second Reading: Romans 6:12 -23  
Until mid -September, we’ll be reading most of the book of Romans straight through. Today’s 

reading picks up where last Sunday’s left off, with Paul continuing to point out the implications of 

being baptized into Christ’s death: like him, we are brought to a new life, freed not only from 

judgment but from sin.  
 

12 Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 13 No longer 

present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves 

to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members 

to God as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since 

you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Should we sin because we are not 

under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that, if you present 

yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, 

either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But 

thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart 

to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted 18 and that you, having been set 

free from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms 

because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to 

impurity and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your 

members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification . 20 When you were slaves 

of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 So what fruit did you then gain from 

the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now 
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that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to 

sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

                    L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation  

 
    You are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a  | holy nation,*   

in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of the one who 

called you out of darkness into his  | marvelous light.   

 

*Gospel Reading:  Matthew 10:40 -42  

Having begun to train them, Jesus sends his disciples out to preach the Gospel. In the preceding 

verses, he has warned and reassured them about how their proclamation will be received.  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the tenth chapter.    

A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the 

name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous 

person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and 

whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 

disciple —truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”  

         P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon  
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*HYMN of the Day:  “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”   (ELW 676)  

 

 

*Invitation to Baptism  
 

*Apostles’ Creed  

A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
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the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

. 

*Prayers of Intercession  
 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 

world.  

A brief silence.  

Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your peace. Nourish 

us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and pollution. Help 

us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us . God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division. Sustain the work of prophets in our 

time, and work through world leaders to foster understanding, justice, and peace. God 

of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

(We pray especially for . . . . ) Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their 

generous service. God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 

 

Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors, renew 

established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our neighbors. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 

Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of the wider 

church and world. We give thanks for saints of all times and places , especially  Bertha 

Reish, Blanche Jones, and  Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, whom the greater church 

remembers today . May we follow their example of faith and service. God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to 

you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

*Peace  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
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Meal  
Offering  
 
 

Musical Offering  
 

*Offertory  

 

 

*Offering Prayer  
L: Let us pray:  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  

. A: Amen. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

* DIALOGUE  

 

 
 

*PREFACE  

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrec tion opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

*Sanctus  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,  

in the world of your creation,  

you wove all things together in life and praise.  

When sin had broke what you had made,  

you sent your Son to heal our wounds  

and gather us again into one.  

In the night in which he was handed over,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

We proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing,  

his body given up, and his victory over death,  

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth  

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.  
A: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:  

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,  

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,  

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.  
A: Amen! Come, Holy Spirit! 

Through him all glory and honor is yours,  

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  
A: Amen 
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*Lord’s Prayer  

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast!  

*Lamb of God  

 

 
 

Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
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Communion Hymn:  “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”       (ELW 719)

 

 

 
 

*Post -Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life . A: Amen. 
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*Post -Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord)  

 

 
 

 

*Post -Communion Prayer  
L: Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. . A: Amen. 
 

Sending  
*Sending of communion  
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are  sick, homebound, and imprisoned . In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
 

 

Announcements  
You may be seated.  

 

*Charge to the People  
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*Blessing  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.   A: Amen. 
 

*Sending hymn : “Build a Longer Table”       (ACS 1062)  
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*Dismissal  

L: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude  

 

Reflections for After Worship  

Life in Christ Includes Praise and Lament  

Though we may prefer to think of God giving us lives of joy and ease, a full life in Christ 

also includes sorrow and grief. To the extent we are willing to acknowledge God’s 

presence in every circumstance, our faith becomes integrated and sustainable throu gh a 

lifetime.  

 

The texts for today offer a survey of faith -full moments for the people of God, from 

arguably the most disturbing story in all our scriptures (Genesis 22; semicontinuous 

series) to the proclamation of God’s everlasting faithfulness (Psalms 89 and 13).  

 

Does our worship avoid faithful lament?  

 

Marked by transformation as clear and life and death (Romans 6), the disciple naturally 

embodies the gospel of Jesus Christ. Like it or not, this includes moments of sadness, 

grief, and betrayal that were very much a part of Jesus’ faithful journey. If our  lives are 

identified with Christ, disciples can name both joys and sorrows as dimensions of 

Christ’s story and purpose.  

 

The greatest challenge of faith for most Christians is the moment of suffering, so this day 

invites us to practice faithful lament. In an age of denial when difficult things are swept 

under the rug, we may resist the idea that God wants anything to do with  suffering. Our 

scriptures, however, ensure we do not avoid earth -bound realities. The psalmist wails a 

prayer in faith that not only laments abandonment by God but also confesses God’s 

steadfast love (Psalm 13; semicontinuous series). The story of Abraham  and Isaac 

haunts our imaginations when we expect God to make life easy.  

 

Worship calls us to faithfully lament as well as praise. Let today be a service of full -

hearted proclamation of the depths of life in Christ.  



18 
 

C omment from the Cloud of Witnesses  
I told them I was like Jonah; for it had been then nearly eight years since the Lord had 

called me to preach his gospel to the fallen sons and daughters of Adam’s race, but that 

I had lingered like him, and delayed to go at the bidding of the Lord, and war n those who 

are as deeply guilty as were the people of Nineveh. My sermon applied wholly to myself, 

and added an exhortation. God made manifest his power among the people. Some 

wept, while others shouted for joy. Here by the instrumentality of a poor color ed 

woman, the Lord poured forth his spirit among the people. Though there were lawyers, 

doctors, and magistrates present, to hear me speak, yet there was mourning and crying 

among sinners, for the Lord scattered fire among them of his own kindling. The Lor d 

gave his handmaiden power to speak for his great name, for he arrested the hearts of 

the people, and caused a shaking amongst the multitude, for God was in the midst.  

—Jarena Lee  

[Jarena Lee, “The Religious Experience and Journal of Mrs. Jarena Lee, 1849” in  Spiritual Narratives , ed. Sue E. Houchins 

(NY: Oxford University Press, 1988), section 2, 17 -18.]  

 

Upcoming Commemorations  

June 28: Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, † around 202  

This important early church leader strove to hold to the faith handed down by the 

apostles. An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, he was among the first to 

speak of the church as catholic, or linked together.  

June 29: Peter and Paul, Apostles  

These two strong -willed apostles are pillars of the church in the first generation after 

Christ. Peter offered a glorious confession of faith and later denied knowing Jesus; Paul 

once led the persecution of Christians, then was converted and helped bring t he faith to 

non -Jewish people.  

June 30 : Bertha Reis h , † 2006 ; Blanche Jones , † 201 9  

July 1: Catherine Winkworth, † 1878; John Mason Neale, † 1866; hymn 

translators  

Neale was an English priest who specialized in translating Latin and Greek hymns into 

English. Winkworth, of Manchester, England, devoted herself to translating German 

hymns. Almost all English -speaking hymnals include many of their translations.  
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July 3: Thomas, Apostle  

Though often remembered as “doubting Thomas,” this apostle also showed a willingness 

to suffer and die with Jesus, and finally claimed the risen Christ as “my Lord and my 

God!” By tradition he later worked as a missionary in India. Long commemorated on 

Dec ember 21, his celebration moves to July 3 in agreement with ecumenical calendars.  

   

 
From Welcome to Belonging  

In just a few verses, the word “welcomes ” sets the tone in this week’s gospel passage. 

There are transactional aspects when we welcome guests into our personal spaces, or 

when we are welcomed by others. We are aware of the power dynamics between host 

and guest, and the welcome that is given and r eceived reflects our understanding of 

these roles. There are also different degrees of welcome. For example, it is one thing to 

experience a welcome of our physical presence, and quite a different matter when our 

perspectives and opinions are welcomed. The  former relies on host -guest roles; the 

latter relies on a relationship being formed beyond culturally established roles.  

It is no surprise that congregations pay attention to their welcome practices. Some even 

adopt and publicize welcome statements. Congregations usually consider how visitors 

or guests come into their space for a worship service they host. When deeper welcom e 

practices are employed, we can grow in our understanding of how we give and receive. 

This provides an interesting opportunity to consider that welcoming is more than just 

hospitality. We can also consider how the worship event happens because we are 

gath ered by the Holy Spirit, so God is our host and we are all guests in that space.  

Moving worship beyond a typical guest -host transaction, the reward is experiencing our 

belonging together as people of God. Belonging means welcoming one another into 

shared space. Seeking a wide expression of belonging challenges power dynamics that 

might  otherwise remain in place in more traditional guest -and -host situations. Belonging 

is a culture we in congregations can cultivate and a gift we can share.  
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Serving Today  
Worship Leader  ................................................................................................................ Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister ................................................................................................................................. Art Reede  

Musician  ............................................................................................................................... Michelle McMullen  

Sacristan  ..................................................................................................................................... Delorse Homan  

Reader  .................................................................................................................................................. Ann Reede  

 

About St. Paul  
Purpose  

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love.  
 

Mission  

Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community.  
 

Core Values  

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community  

Our Bible Verses  
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’ – Acts 9:3,15  
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga -Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place  – this land – and call it their home.  

Find out more about the Conestoga -Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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