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Invited

Jesus offers a comforting invitation, “Come to me,” amid a reflection on the mystery of God’s
wisdom and the failure by some to recognize it. Instead of making the search for wisdom into a
game of hide-and-seek, Jesus sheds any presumption that God’s wisdom belongs only to the elite
or adventurous. He declares that the gift of wisdom is accessible and available not just for the
smart or those who have earned it in some way; it is for the willing, the burdened, and the heavy-
laden. Do not worry about going to find secret knowledge. No need to try harder to figure it out.
Just receive his invitation to come.

But in our culture, with so much energy and attention devoted to what we can earn, how do we
hear this simple invitation from Jesus? When we find that the wise and intelligent are no closer
to obtaining this gift from God, does that give us pause? Is all the effort to find the hidden things
Jesus is speaking about part of the burden he asks us to lay down? How can we experience the
rest Jesus gives?

The expression “come to Jesus” has varied usage in the broader culture, but our gatherings for
the Lord’s supper reveal something about Jesus’ invitation and God’s gifts. When we receive the
sacrament, we acknowledge a gift given—one that we need. When we come forward, we may
not fully understand exactly how receiving those elements is “coming to Jesus,” but the space is
made. We can accept Jesus’ invitation without knowing its full implications. And while the
invitation is personal, it also helps us recognize that the community is united in a common
response.
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