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Serving All
Caring For All
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June 28th, 2026
Pride Sunday
Holy Communion 10:00am
Rev. Jeremiah Smith
Parkside Lutheran Values

Proclaiming Grace - Jesus shared and lived out a message of grace, love, and new life. We believe these promises come from God freely, as a gift for all. We are loved and the Spirit inspires us to share this good news in accessible, relevant, and new ways. Luke 4:17-19, John 1:16-17, John 3:16-17, Ephesians 2:8-9

Practicing Hospitality – Jesus welcomed the little children, broke bread with outcasts, and proclaimed the Good News to all. Whether you are strong in faith, wrestling with doubt, or somewhere in between, we affirm that you are welcome here. Jesus is for everyone. Leviticus 19:34, Matthew 9:10, Matthew 19:14, Hebrews 13:2

Loving Boldly - Jesus challenged traditions to demonstrate God’s justice and love of neighbor. His compassionate and sacrificial love inspires us to take risks. Striving to follow his command to love neighbor, our ministries serve, transform, and advocate for folks near and far. Micah 6:8, Mark 11:15-17, Luke 10:25-28, John 15:12-13 

Cultivating Community - Jesus built communities that transformed lives. We are the body of Christ and we are called to continue this ministry of transformation. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we build connections within and outside of these walls, and with all of God’s creation. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Matthew 28:16-20, 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, Galatians 3:26-29

[image: A circular object with a qr code

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: Handshake]Welcome Visitors!  
[bookmark: _Hlk219982626]Please use QR code to let us know you were here today or to sign up for our weekly enewsletter. Find us on Facebook & Instagram     

WIFI: Balcony  password: FreeGrace

For your safety in the event of an emergency: In addition to the three exits in the back of the sanctuary, there are exits on either side of the altar (on left side: floor level near piano and up steps past altar. On right side: up steps to the altar, past band area)  

Contact us:  (716) 836-1361
2 Wallace Ave. Buffalo, NY 14214
parksidelutheran.org | parksidelutheran@gmail.com

GATHER
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY:  Pride Sunday is a celebration of the image of God in everyone and the diversity of humanity.  In the beginning when God breathed the breath of life in us, God blessed us and called us very good.  There is no better way to celebrate the fact that we were created in the image of the Divine than by being unapologetically ourselves and becoming the people God called us to be: authentic, whole, complex, and made to love.  Today, you are welcome in this worship service exactly as you are, embracing all aspects of yourself: your doubts, curiosity, anger, hope, disappointment, complexities, faith, and joy.  You were made very good.  Let’s rejoice in this truth and worship the One who made us all.



PRELUDE                                                                                     MICHAEL HOOKER, Music Director      
                                                                      
[bookmark: _Hlk131076441]

CALL TO WORSHIP  						Please stand as you are able
WA:  Source of life, in the beginning,
C:  you made us and called us beloved.
WA:  When we forget how to love,
C:  you remind us we are beloved.
WA:  When the powers of the world try to oppress us,
C:  you name us beloved.  We are your beloved, so today we sing your praises, Source of Love.



+GATHERING HYMN:    ALL ARE WELCOME   ELW #641
(printed next page)
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:  Let us confess our sin before God and one another …
Silence is kept for reflection.
C:  God, who made me in your image, teach me to love myself as you love me. God, who made me in your image, allow me to show that image to the world. God who made me in your image, help me to see your image in all those I meet. God, who made me in your image, teach me to conserve and protect all your creation. God, who made me in your image, bless, protect, and keep me and all your children safe.
P: The One who breathed life into our lungs continues to be present with us. God, who has made us reflective of God’s own image, has forgiven us all and
made us new creations. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by his authority I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Creator, Redeemer +, and Sustainer. Let us go forth with love and peace, honoring and upholding the dignity of all we meet, knowing
we see reflections of God’s image all around. Thanks be to God!  C: Amen.



GREETING

WA:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  C:  And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk218242362]



KYRIE      ELW #157    
 (printed next page)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
WA:  Let us pray together.
C:  God of all Creation, you have made us in your image, a rainbow of every color, culture, gender expression, language, orientation, and nation; grant that, when we look at one another, we may see you, expressed in yet another language of love; and grant that we may honor your holy presence in every life. We pray because of Jesus, who shows us the way. Amen.


CHILDREN’S SERMON:  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me!”
We welcome children in worship.


A Poem by Asher O’Callahan
     In the beginning, God created day and night. But have you ever seen a sunset!?!? Well trans and non-binary people are kind of like that. Gorgeous. Full of a hundred shades of color you can’t see in plain daylight or during the night.
     In the beginning God created land and sea. But have you ever seen a beach?!?! Well trans and non-binary people are kind of like that. Beautiful. A balanced oasis that’s not quite like the ocean, nor quite like the land.
     In the beginning God created birds of the air and fish of the sea. But have you ever seen a flying fish, or a duck or a puffin that swims and flies, spending lots of time in the water and on the land!?!? Well trans and non-binary people are kind of like that. Full of life. A creative combination of characteristics that blows people’s minds.
      In the beginning God also created male and female, in God’s own image, God created them. So in the same way that God created realities in between, outside of, and beyond night and day, land and sea, or fish and birds, so God also created people with genders beyond male and female. Trans and non-binary and agender and intersex, God created us. All different sorts of people for all different sorts of relationships. Created from love to love and be loved. In God’s image we live.
God is still creating you. You are no less beautiful and wild than a sunset or a beach or a puffin. You are loved. You have a place here.




WORD  
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching and song.
[bookmark: _Hlk92108583]




[bookmark: _Hlk112332243]Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     SETTING 10 (p. 205)
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GOSPEL READING:   MATTHEW 10:40-42

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  C: Glory to you, O Lord.                     
L:  40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”
L:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.                                                                                                                                            
                                                           

READING:          GENESIS 1-2:2                                                                                                                      1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  4And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.  And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.    

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.                                                                                         

9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
     26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
     27 So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.  28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

2 1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 

 
SERMON                                                                                                                      Rev. Jeremiah Smith



Please stand as you are able  

+HYMN OF THE DAY:   THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN EVERY AGE      ELW #729
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APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                                                                                                                                    WA:  Let us confess the faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                                   WA: Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation.   (a brief silence)   
[bookmark: _Hlk152237143]WA:  Guide your church, O God. Anoint us for service and make us messengers of your peace. Empower us to walk in the way of love, to welcome the excluded and care for the vulnerable, to work for justice, and rejoice in the spirit of life. God of grace, C:  hear our prayer.  

WA: Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know
rejection, to LGBTQ+ children and youth who struggle with isolation and shame, and bring your loving presence to those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

WA: Set free this assembly, O God. Grow your Spirit’s fruits within us and within our congregation’s ministries. Set our faces always on you, that we might live in the freedom to which you have called us and build a community where are all truly welcomed. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

WA: Fill our hearts with joy, O God. We give thanks for the gift of diversity and bodies of all colors, sizes, and genders. For the gift of love and different ways in which we can love one another. For the gift of community and families that extend beyond biology. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

WA: Embrace all your saints, O God. On this Pride Sunday, we remember those who have gone before us. Those like Joan of Arc who challenged gender norms, those like Marsha Johnson whose courage inspired, those like Matthew Shepherd who were martyred. We give thanks for all who blazed the trail for equality and pray for those who continue to fight for justice. Let us rejoice that you do not abandon us to the grave but lead us on the path of life.  God of grace,                   C: hear our prayer.
WA:  Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  C: Amen.

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    C: And also with you.
MEAL - God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING  We are grateful to those who help sustain our mission. To donate online, please use QR code:
[image: ][image: ]




        	

OFFERING   MUSIC: “Testify to Love” by Henk Pool, Robert Riekerk, Ralph Van Manen & Paul Field.  
PLC Choir

+ OFFERING PRAYER 
WA:  Let us pray together:  
C:  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  Amen.
 

+ OFFERTORY SONG:   FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION   ELW #679
(printed next page)
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GREAT THANKSGIVING    
P: The Holy One be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Open your hearts to the One who is Love. 
C: We open our hearts to you, O God. 
P: Let us give thanks to God who shapes our world.
C: For every creature and creation, we give you thanks, O God!


PREFACE
P: Indeed, we give you thanks, our Divine Creator. You declared from the beginning that we were created in your image, a reflection of what is holy, each, in our own way, a glimpse of you. We praise the works of your creative hand that fills our life with beauty. Every flower that blooms, every animal that delights, every body of water that sustains our life – all part of your good works.
     Despite the abundance of life around us, we still turn to destruction. Each in our own ways, we have failed to embrace you by failing to embrace all your people, especially those different than us. We have, at times, sided with political and religious powers that refuse to recognize your image in all people.
     And so we turn to Jesus, who showed us what it looks like to live into our true selves as people of God. He was humble yet grounded in your love for him. He sought out the despised and made them friends. He confronted every power that belittled, marginalized, and oppressed. His commitment to living out the image of God enfleshed could not be swayed, even in the face of death. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the host of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY HOLY HOLY   ELW SETTING 10    (p. 207)
[image: ]


THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P:  On the night of his arrest, he gathered around table with his companions.
He took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples and said, “This is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”
He did the same with the cup after the supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out is the new covenant.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”
     Even in death, O God, your love prevailed. Through you Spirit, Christ was raised from the grave. No person, no institution, no force of evil could extinguish the work of your hand.
     And so, by the same Spirit, bless these gifts of bread and cup that they may be the living Christ within us today; compelling us to be agents of love, uncompromising on our commitment to protecting every one of your creatures and creations.
  C:  Amen.


LORD’S PRAYER  
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.


INVITATION TO THE TABLE  
At Parkside Lutheran Church we have an open table. We believe the invitation to receive comes from Jesus himself and all are welcome at Christ’s table. More than just Bread and Wine these are tangible signs of God’s love for you! If you do not wish to receive communion but would like a blessing, come forward and cross your arms over your chest. The Pastor will give you a blessing before you return to your seat via the side aisle. You’ll receive a communion wafer* in your hands. You may dip it in the cup of wine or juice.  When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: “The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
 and each person may respond: Amen       
*Please let Pastor know if you need a gluten-free wafer 
P:  Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast!


THE COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 


COMMUNION SONG   ELW SETTING 10 (p. 208)  
(printed next page)
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COMMUNION SONG:    LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER   ELW # 471     
[image: ]

COMMUNION SONG:    SANCTUARY
[image: ]

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God's grace.  C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
WA: Let us pray together.  
C:   God of abundance, we give you thanks for the grace we experience at your Table. For forgiveness. For connection. For sustenance. For a renewed vision of who we are. Our gratitude abounds. Amen.



SENDING - God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
P:  Beloveds, may we go from here looking for every opportunity to take our place in God’s lineage of love and liberation. May we refuse to comply with evil’s demands. May we delight in the opportunity to share what we have. May we search our hearts and seek understanding. For Christ is alive in this beautiful and burdened world. Let us go and live the good news. In the name of the Father, Son+, Holy Spirit, Mother, Beloved +, Love. C:  Amen.


SENDING HYMN:    A HYMN FOR SELF-ACCEPTANCE
(printed next page)
[image: ]
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DISMISSAL AND POSTLUDE
P: Parkside Lutheran Church is rediscovering the radical love of Jesus.
C: Gathering All, Serving All, Caring for All
P:  Heaven has come near.  Go, share the good news!
C:  Thanks be to God.  


ELW MUSIC LICENSED FROM SUNDAYS & SEASONS, AUGSBURG FORTRESS   CCLI MUSIC LICENSE # 11440069 , CCLI STREAMING LICENSE#21835523 DO NOT DUPLICATE ANY MUSIC OR LITURGY HEREIN WITHOUT LICENSE AND PERMISSION
SCRIPTURE READINGS ADAPTED AND WRITTEN BY SUSAN LUKEY

PARKSIDE STAFF:
• The Rev.  Jeremiah Smith: prjeremiahpsmith@gmail.com
• Kris Pope & Suzanne Gracie, Admin. Assistants (Church Office): parksidelutheran@gmail.com
• Mike Hooker, Music Director: mrhooker@me.com
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: M/T/R 10:00am-3:00pm   (716)836-1361  


	[bookmark: _Hlk199838728] Acolytes:
	
	Worship Assistants:

	6/28 – Annalie & Lorenzo
	
	6/28 – John

	7/5 – David & Chris
	
	7/5 – Susan

	Readers:
	
	Ushers:

	6/28 – Josiah
	
	6/28 – Shannon, Rickey, John

	7/5 – Kathie
	
	7/5 – Sue, Zack, Elaine



Coming up: 
July 5th – Confirmation Sunday
July 19th – Volunteer Meeting for Vacation Bible School, after Worship
July 15th – Brewing Theology 7pm at the Nowhere Lounge
August 2nd – Outdoor Worship
August 19th – Volunteer Meeting for Vacation Bible School – 5:30pm
August 24th – 28th – Vacation Bible School *SAVE THE DATE*

[bookmark: _Hlk211943654]Visit our website for more information about these and other Events at Parkside – www.parksidelutheran.org/events
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or click on the “GIVE” link on our  website:   www.parksparksidelutheran.org  
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si- lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to God.
in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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ho - ly Lod,  God of pow-er and might,
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are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san-na in  the high -est.
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who comes in  the name of the  Lord. Ho-
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igh - est, ho-san -ma in  the high-est.
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1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our  lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
Il? L},| T f : N il
P e I > o — © P
[ 1) I | !
or—s : ; T
let us  break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing
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sun, (0] Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual
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Lord, pre - pare me to be asanc-tu - ar -y, pure and ho - ly, tried and
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1 feel change might be  hope - when you've giv - en up on God,
2 s and years, beg - ging for turn - in - to some - thing that you're not.
3. You are worth more than you real - You are won - der - ful - ly made
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when you feel you're not worth sav - ing, that your be - ing - ness is flawed.
The wrong prayer you  have been pray - ing.  You are not God's  af - ter-thought.
in the im - age of our Mo - ther, Fa-ther, Pa - rent, all the same.
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When your prayers still  seem un - an - swered, not a sound from  the_ Di- vine,
You are made as  God in -tend - ed. You are per - fect— flaw-less too!
Don't let doc - trines of our church - es use the Word  to mis - con- strue,
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may-be you  have beenmis - ta - ken. God is send - ing you a sign.
May each one of  you re - mem - ber, no-thing sev - ers  God from you.
for it's writ ten in the scrip-tures, sure-ly God de - lights in you!
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