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Deep-Seated Grace

The things we learn early on in life matter. Maybe the first time you rode a bike taught you about
a deep sense of fulfillment. The first time your heart swooned with romance taught you about a
whole new dimension of love. Painfully, we find out the stove is hot by that first, uninformed
touch, and we learn to watch for the flame. That first heartbreak sows some mistrust in future
relationships.

These core memories inform how we see and interact with the world, shaping our expectations
and actions. They are like seeds planted deep that grow and grow within. As Jesus speaks in this
parable of weeds among the wheat, we are reminded that within us are both good seeds and
invasive plants that get in the way. As our early memories remind us, people can sow both good
and evil. There is fulfillment and romance, and there is pain and mistrust—good seeds and pesky
weeds.

In a radical move, God the gardener has planted the deepest seed, a seed of grace. And herein
lies the promise of this story from Jesus: Though we may try to uproot the sin—the weeds—
separating us from God and each other, only God can make this grace come to life. With dusty
overalls and a warm smile, God, the greatest gardener, removes the weeds of pain and mistrust.
In Jesus, all that separates us from one another and from God is no more. The earliest seed
planted deep within (even before we can remember) is the seed of grace that cultivates the
deepest connection to God.

How have you seen God’s grace at work in you, and how has the Spirit sown trust and
connection in your life?
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