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“A Father’s Wisdom” – 1 Kings 3: 3-15

INTRODUCTION:  When we think of "a father's wisdom," many of us immediately think of those memorable sayings handed down from one generation to the next.  The older we get, the more we discover that Dad may have known a thing or two after all.  As we come to 1 Kings 3, we find a son who is living on the wisdom he received from his father. David is nearing the end of his life, and Solomon is beginning his reign. Before David dies, he leaves Solomon with one final charge: Walk with God.
When God later appears to Solomon and says, "Ask! What shall I give you?" Solomon's response reveals that he had listened to his father well.
Our text today teaches us that a father's greatest gift is not wealth, or success. A father's greatest gift is wisdom that points his children toward God
	
1.  CONTINUE THE FAITH
“And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David,…”
												1 Kings 3:2a
· Fatherly Command – 1 Kings 2: 2-3 – God’s Path, 
Precepts, Principles, Promises
· Following the Call – Proverbs 1: 7-9 
· Future Condition – 1 Kings 2:4

2.  COME TO GOD THE FATHER
Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place: Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask! What shall I give you?’”
												1 Kings 3: 4-5
· Remember the Lord in Worship – Proverbs 15:8
· Recognize the Lord’s Work – Proverbs 19:21
· Respond to the Lord’s Wishes – Proverbs 3: 5-6

3.  CONSIDER THE FOLLOW-THROUGH
“’So if you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.’”
												1 Kings 3:14
· The Blessings of Obedience – Proverbs 16: 16-20
· The Bad Result of Obstinance – Proverbs 13:13

CONCLUSION
As we leave this passage, notice that the story begins and ends with a father.
It begins with David's influence upon Solomon.  It ends with God's reminder that Solomon must continue walking in the ways of his father David.
Why? Because wisdom is never merely information—it is a way of life passed from one generation to another.  David's wisdom can be summarized in three simple truths: Continue the faith. Come to God the Father. Consider the follow-through.
David’s concern wasn’t simply that Solomon become a successful king; it was that he become a godly man who ordered every part of his life according to God’s truth.  
That’s A Father’s Wisdom. 
