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ROOTED IN THE HOPE OF CHRIST

CITYWIDE CHRIS
CHURCH Colossians 2:7 - Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on

him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will

overflow with thankfulness.

Rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with

thankfulness.

Introduction

Every tree that survives strong winds and violent storms has one thing in common: deep roots. While
people admire the branches, leaves, and fruit, it is the roots beneath the surface that keep the tree
standing.

The same is true in the Christian life. We all face storms—trials, disappointments, fears, uncertainties,
and hardships. If our faith is shallow, these storms can shake us. But when we are rooted in Christ, we

can remain strong, faithful, and hopeful regardless of what we face.

The Apostle Paul encourages believers in Colossians 2:7 to be rooted and built up in Christ. Our

spiritual strength does not come from ourselves but from our relationship with Jesus.

1. What Does It Mean to Be Rooted in the Hope of Christ?

Key Scripture: Romans 15:13 - To be rooted in the hope of Christ means to place our complete
trust and confidence in Jesus Christ.

Biblical hope is not wishful thinking. It is not merely hoping that things will get better. Christian hope
is a confident expectation based on God's character, His promises, and His faithfulness.

Just as a tree with deep roots remains strong during storms, believers who are rooted in Christ

remain steadfast during life's difficulties.

Jeremiah 17:7-8 "Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in Him.” Our hope

is not based on changing circumstances but on the unchanging love and promises of God.

Il. The Power of Hope in Christ
Romans 5:5 - "And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured out into

our hearts through the Holy Spirit.”
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The hope of Christ gives us:

e Courage when we are afraid.

e Strength when we feel weak.

e Peace when we face uncertainty.

e Confidence that God is working all things for our good.

When everything around us seems unstable, hope keeps us anchored in God's faithfulness.

lll. Christ's Resurrection: The Foundation of Our Hope

John 11:25-26 Jesus declared: "l am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me will
live, even though they die.”

The resurrection of Christ is the foundation of our hope. It reminds us that:

e Hope is stronger than fear.

e Life is stronger than death.

e God's power is greater than every challenge we face.

o Because Jesus lives, we can face tomorrow with confidence and assurance.

IV. How Do We Grow Deep Roots in Christ?

Just as trees require strong roots to grow and survive storms, Christians must intentionally develop

their relationship with Christ. We deepen our roots by:

1. Prayer: Prayer keeps us connected to God and strengthens our trust in Him.

2. Reading and Studying God's Word: The Bible nourishes our faith and teaches us God's
promises.

3. Obeying God's Word: Spiritual growth comes not only from hearing God's Word but from
putting it into practice.

4. Trusting Christ Completely: We must build our lives on Jesus and depend on Him in every
season.

5. Ephesians 3:17 "That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted

and established in love..."

V. Biblical Examples of People Rooted in Hope

1. Esther - Hope in a Time of Crisis - Scripture: Esther 4:16 - Esther faced a situation that could
have cost her life. Yet she trusted God and courageously stepped forward to save His people. Her
faith teaches us that those rooted in God can act with courage even when circumstances seem

impossible.
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2. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego - Hope in the Fire - Scripture: Daniel 3:23-25. These
three young men refused to compromise their faith, even when threatened with death in a fiery
furnace. Because they trusted God completely, they stood firm, and God was with them in the fire.
Their example reminds us that being rooted in Christ does not mean we avoid trials—it means

God walks with us through them.

VI. Benefits of Being Rooted in Christ

1. Strength During Challenges: Christ empowers us to endure hardships and remain faithful.

2. Peace in Times of Worry 2 Thessalonians 3:16 - God gives peace even when circumstances are
difficult.
Confidence in God's Promises: We trust God's Word because He is always faithful.

4. Joy in Difficult Circumstances - Philippians 4:4 - Our joy is not based on our situation but on
our relationship with Jesus.

5. Spiritual Growth and Maturity: As we remain connected to Christ, our faith grows stronger.

6. Purpose and Direction: Christ guides our steps and reveals His purpose for our lives.

VIl. Who Are We in Christ?

John 1:12 - “Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to
become children of God.” As believers rooted in Christ, we are:

e Children of God

* People of hope

e Carriers of God's love

e Strong in faith

e Guided by God's purpose, Philippians 4:13 - “l can do all things through Christ who

strengthens me."

Conclusion

Life will bring storms, but storms do not determine our future—our roots do. When our roots go deep
into Christ, we remain strong when trials come, hopeful when circumstances are difficult, and faithful
when challenges arise.

Let us continue to pray, study God's Word, trust His promises, and remain firmly rooted in Jesus
Christ.

Final Thought - When our roots go deep into Christ, our faith remains strong, our hope remains alive,

and our lives bear fruit for God's glory.
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