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The Bright Side of Dark
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
Matthew 10:5a, 21-33
Series A, Pentecost 4, June 21, 2026
“You will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” Matthew 10:22
	There was a time when I thought about applying for a job with the Children, Youth and Families Department.  Then I read what the job would require: travel to remote locations, hostile clients, long hours away from home, occasionally risking one’s life, low pay for hard work.  (But they did offer good retirement benefits.) 
	It almost sounds like the job description for being a disciple of Jesus. But being a faithful servant of God can be even more challenging.  Here are some things that might happen to disciples of Jesus as they go about proclaiming the gospel:
· You will be hated by all for Jesus’ sake.
· You will be persecuted in town after town.
· Your household will be maligned.
· The enemies of Christ might kill you.
The job itself is actually pretty simple.  All you have to do is tell the whole world everything Jesus has told you. Here’s what that boils down to: The kingdom of heaven is near in the person of Jesus!  Repent of your sins! Bring forth the fruits of repentance in your life!  Acknowledge Jesus as Lord! He’s coming soon to judge the world! Believe now before it’s too late!   If you’re not a good speaker, don’t worry about it.  The Holy Spirit will help you. He’ll remind you of everything Jesus wants you to say. 
Sharing that message should be easy, right?  It’s easy convincing members of your family to become faithful Christians, right?  Afterall, it’s not any harder than healing the sick or raising the dead. Piece-of-cake, right?  No, it’s not!  Sometimes when we know we should say something we open our mouths and nothing comes out.  Or the wrong thing comes out.  Sometimes it feels like the Holy Spirit is out to lunch. When I need the right words, sometimes they don’t come, or I stutter and stammer like Porky Pig.  But like it or not, sharing the Gospel as we have opportunity is a disciple’s job and it’s what Christians have always done.
If a church gave me a call to be their pastor and told me how tough things might be – that taking their call might mean my family would reject me, and I’d likely end up dead - I’d decline the call.  But I’d decline tactfully.  I’d tell them how pleased I was that they had confidence in me, and that I’m sure God had just right person in mind, though I wasn’t that person, and that I would pray for them. But I wouldn’t take their call.
Amazingly, all of the disciples of Jesus except Judas Iscariot accepted the call!  Every one of them spent the rest of their lives proclaiming the Gospel faithfully. And all of them were martyred. (Maybe not John; he may have died in prison of old age.) The Book of Acts tell us of the martyrdoms of Stephen and James. Over the next 2,000 years, right up to our day, thousands upon thousands have been willing to die for their faith in Jesus.
Recently I read that Mel Gibson, producer of “The Passion of the Christ” movie, is a sincere believer in Jesus Christ. What he found most convincing is that all the apostles died for their faith.  “Who would die for something they knew was a lie?”  he asks.  Nobody! Therefore, to Mel Gibson, and countless others, the Gospel is true.   
	Ok, we’ve heard about the dangers and we’ve learned about the duties of a disciple of Jesus.  But what about the benefits?  Are there any?  There are indeed!  And the benefits are what make being a faithful servant of Jesus worth it, whatever the cost.  Here they are:
· The one who endures faithfully to the end will be saved.
· Whatever you suffer for Jesus, it will be over sooner than you think.
· As you acknowledge Jesus publicly, God acknowledges you.
· And he cares deeply about you. You are highly valued!
So, in very simple terms, that’s the bright side of this very dark sounding reading from Matthew’s gospel.  Those who acknowledge Jesus and remain in faith to the very end will be saved.  That’s God’s promise.  Today’s lesson concerns what theologians call eschatology.  That’s a big Greek word that means “last things” or Last Days. Jesus is talking about what it means to be his disciple in the Last Days before he comes again.   Actually, everything since the first coming of Jesus till now has been the Last Days. So, actually, we are in the Last Days at this very moment. 
This chapter begins with Jesus giving his disciples instructions as he sends them off on an evangelism mission.  But by verse 16, Jesus seems to be talking about the future, last of the last days.  Maybe we’re close to the last of the last days now. Horrible things have happened to Christians in recent years with increasing intensity. I don’t know how things could get much worse for Christians in some Muslim and communist countries. 
In seminary I became friends with an evangelist named Jerry Chen. He served in southeast Asia in the 1970’s when communist guerillas were everywhere.  Jerry had a sound truck. He would drive his truck to a village, play music, and then start preaching the gospel over a loudspeaker.  A crowd would gather and listen. 
One day, communist guerillas armed with machine guns interrupted Jerry’s preaching. They dragged Jerry away, beat him up, and destroyed his equipment.  Before they left, they threatened to kill him if he ever did that again.  But of course, Jerry did. He even went to seminary to be trained as a pastor and then went back to doing what he’d done before. I don’t know what happened to Jerry. Maybe the communists did kill him.
If you’re like me, being a faithful servant of God in the Last Days, according to this job description, sounds scary; it sounds impossible.  If this is what we have to look forward to as we serve God, maybe we aren’t interested.  In college I had a roommate named Charlie Madrid. He spent his spare time witnessing to college students about Christ. One day Charlie spent an hour convincing a young man to become a Christian.  Then he spent another hour talking him out of it.  It’s called “counting the cost.” Being a Christian can be painful and costly. The salvation won by Jesus for us is free, but it’s not cheap. Charlie wanted this young man to know that. 
But there’s a bright side to all this darkness.  Remember that the chief contribution of Martin Luther to Christian theology is that the Bible contains both Law and Gospel.  The dark, scary stuff is Law. That’s what this lesson is full of. But the bright hopeful stuff is Gospel; it’s good news.  And there’s plenty of good news here to counteract the bad news
	Jesus is asking some difficult things of us: willingness to be delivered over to enemies, being hated for the sake of the gospel, being persecuted in town after town, going to war with demons.  I’m feeling guilty because that really hasn’t happened to me.  But there is someone who has endured all of this in my place. Do you know who that is? Yes, it’s Jesus. He went through hell so you and I don’t have to. That’s gospel, that’s good news.  
	And what about barely having enough clothes or food, being betrayed, being arrested, tried, flogged and killed?  Jesus says all these things that can happen to the faithful in the Last Days. Whom do you know that’s already experienced all of that?  Jesus did, in our place, as he lived among us, suffered, and died for our sins. That’s gospel, that’s good news!
	Because of what Jesus did, you and I can expect to be rescued in the midst of our suffering.  We can expect to be acknowledged by God and called his child.  Through the word we hear and believe, and through our baptism, you and I are joined to Jesus’ suffering on the cross, his death, his burial and his resurrection.  By faith we share in his victory!  Nothing – no enemy now or ever – can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ.  This is all gospel; it’s all good news.
	So, this lesson from Matthew isn’t put here just to scare us away.  It’s put here to encourage us to follow Jesus, no matter what, because he’s done all the heavy lifting for us.  He lived the perfect life of self-denial and trust in his Father in our place.  He put up with unimaginable suffering for our sins so we wouldn’t have to.  He died for our sins, was raised from the dead and was exalted to the throne of his Father in heaven where his wounds plead for us now.  Jesus did all this so that by our confession of Jesus, we too might join him there. That’s the gospel!
	And that’s the bright side of a dark text.
Lord, give us joyful confidence as we think about the Last Days, knowing that Jesus has met all the requirements of salvation for us.  In his name we pray, amen.
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Jeremiah 20:7-13
7 O LORD, you have deceived me,
    and I was deceived;
you are stronger than I,
    and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock all the day;
    everyone mocks me.
8 For whenever I speak, I cry out,
    I shout, “Violence and destruction!”
For the word of the LORD has become for me
    a reproach and derision all day long.
9 If I say, “I will not mention him,
    or speak any more in his name,”
there is in my heart as it were a burning fire
    shut up in my bones,
and I am weary with holding it in,
    and I cannot.
10 For I hear many whispering.
    Terror is on every side!
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
    say all my close friends,
    watching for my fall.
“Perhaps he will be deceived;
    then we can overcome him
    and take our revenge on him.”
11 But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior;
    therefore my persecutors will stumble;
    they will not overcome me.
They will be greatly shamed,
    for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor
    will never be forgotten.
12 O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous,
    who sees the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them,
    for to you have I committed my cause.
13 Sing to the LORD;
    praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
    from the hand of evildoers.

Romans 6:12-23
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,[a] you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Matthew 10:5, 21-33
5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, . . .
21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household.
26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.


